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Consign to Our Next Auction 

Bowers and Merena 

- Pittsburgh 2004 - 

BOWERS AND Merena will be conducting a Rarities Sale on August 14, 2004 at the David L. 
Lawrence Convention Center, the site of the 2004 ANA World’s Fair of Money Convention. 

Million dollar PCGS Registry set already consigned... 

This special auction is limited to just 1200 lots and we already have (hrl Womack’s million dollar 
#1 all time finest PCGS Registry set of Buffalo Nickels. This famed collection includes a 1916 Double 
Die Obverse PCGS MS64, a 1918/17-D PCGS MS65 and the 1926-S PCGS MS65. 

We are also proud to offer the Torn Klingensmith collection of all red Lincoln cents, currently the 
5th finest PCGS Registry set, and the Bismark complete type collection of gold. Bismark’s 1879 Stella 
is graded by NGC as PR64CAM, and the collection also includes a 1796 $2.5 PCGS AU58, an 1808 
$2.5 PCGS MS62 and an 1830 $5 graded by PCGS as MS64. 

Be part of the action... consign today! 

Consider selling your collection in this Rarities Auction to be held by Bowers and Merena. Call 
Steve Deeds or Reid Wolf today at 800.458.4646. The consignment deadline is July 2, 2004. 

When it’s time to sell, let our success be your success! 

Remember, four of the five most valuable United‘States coin collections were sold by Bowers and 
Merena. The Eliasberg Collection sold for $45,000,000, The Harry W. Bass Jr. Collection for 
$35,000,000, The Garrett Collection for $25,000,000, and the Noweb Collection for $20,000,000. 



THE TIME IS RIGHT! CONSIGN NOW! 

CONSIGNMENT DEADLINE: JULY 2, 2004 
AUCTION DATE: AUGUST 14, 2004 

Call Steve Deeds or Reid Wolf Today at 

800 - 458-4646 



Reid Wolf 


Steve Deeds 














Bowers and Merena Presents 


Jim Gray's North Carolina Collection 

Auction 



July 8-9, 2004 

Baltimore Convention Center 
One West Pratt Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21201 
Tel: 410.649.7000 

Bowers and Merena Auctions 

A GMAI Company 

When Great Collections Are Sold, Bowers and Merena Sells Them 

18022 Cowan Suite 200D • Irvine, CA 92614 • 800.458.4646 • 949.253.0916 • FAX: 949.253.4091 
www.bowersandmerena.com • e-mail: auction@bowersandmerena.com • NASDAQ: GMAI 
This sale is held in association with Jay Edwards & Assoc. LLC 





Auction Location 

Baltimore Convention Center 

Halls A & B, Room 314 (Charles & Pratt Street Entrance) 
One West Pratt Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21201 
Tel: 410-649-7000 


Auction 


The Auction Sessions will he held in Room 314 


SESSION ONE 
THURSDAY, JULY 8 
Lots 1-824 
6 pm Start 

5:30 pm Complimentary Buffet 
Dinner for Registered Bidders 


SESSION TWO 
FRIDAY, JULY 9 
Lots 1001-1709 
3 pm Start 

6:30 pm Complimentary Buffet 
Dinner for Registered Bidders 


SESSION THREE 
FRIDAY, JULY 9 
Lots 2001-2465, 3001-3278 
7 pm Start 


Lot Viewing 

Lot Viewing at our offices in Irvine, CA —June 21 - 30 (By Appointment Only) 
Lot Viewing at the convention will he conducted as follows: 


TUESDAY, JULY 6 

9:00 am - 6:00 pm 

Baltimore Convention Center - R(x>m 314 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 7 

9:00 am - 6:00 pm 

Baltimore Convention Center — Room 314 


THURSDAY, JULY 8 

9:00 am - 7:00 pm 

Baltimore Convention Center — Bourse Floor 
Tables 001 - 009 

FRIDAY, JULY 9 

9:00 am - 6:00 pm 

Baltimore Convention Center — Bourse Hoor 
Tables 001 -009 


Lot Pickup 

Lot Pick Up will be conducted on the Bourse Floor, Tables 001 - 009 

FRIDAY, JULY 9 SATURDAY, JULY 10 

10:00 am - 1:00 pm 9:00 am - 1:00 pm 


All times listed are in Eastern Daylight Time 
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Bowers and Merena 

Order of Sale 

Session Three 

Friday, July 9, 2004, 7:00 pm start 
Jim Gray’s North Carolina Collection 
Lots 2004 - 2465 

Liberty Seated Half Dimes.Lots 2001 - 2072 

Liberty Seated Dimes.Lots 2073 - 2190 

Liberty Seated Quarter Dollars.Lots 2191 - 2300 

Liberty Seated Half Dollars.Lots 2301 - 2416 

Gobrecht Dollars.Lots 2417 - 2421 

Liberty Seated Dollars.Lots 2422 - 2465 

Lots 3001 - 3278 will follow immediately upon the conclusion of this section. 
(Please refer to the July 2004 Baltimore Auction catalog 
for a complete listing of lots.) 


Bowers and Merena Auctions jjj 












Terms of Sale 


1. Auction Basks, rhis is .I public auction sale ("Alii. 1 ion Sale") continued In liunsul and 
bonded Auctioneers. Boners eV Merena Aueiions (hereinafter referred to as "Auctioneer" 
and at times as "Bowers"). Bidding in this Auction Sale constitutes acceptance by you 
("Bidder") of all the Ierms and Conditions of Auction Sale stated herein. Bidders may 
include consignors who may bid and purchase lot(s) in the Auction Sale consigned by the 
consignor or by other consignors pursuant to their consignment agreement with Bowers 
("Consignor" or "Consignors”). A Consignor that bids on their own lots in the Auction 
Sale may pay a different fee than the buyers premium charged to all other buyers. Bowers 
reserves the right to include in any auction sale its own material as well as material from 
affiliated or related companies, principals, officers or employees. Bowers may have direct 
or indirect interests in any of the lots in the auction and may collect commissions. THE 
TWO PRECEEDINC. SENTENCES SHALE BE DEEMED A PART OF THE 
DESCRIP TION OF ALL LOTS CONTAINED IN THE CATALOGUE. Where the 
Consignor has re-purchased a lot and the lot is either returned to the Consignor or other¬ 
wise dealt with or disposed of in accordance with the Consignor’s direction, or pursuant to 
contractual agreement, Bowers reserves the right to so note in the prices realized or to omit 
a price from the prices realized. Bowers may bid for its own account at any auction. Bowers 
may have information about any lot that is not known publicly, and Bowers reserves the 
right to use such information, in a manner determined solely by Bowers and for the bene¬ 
fit of Bowers, without disclosing such information in the catalog, catalog description or at 
the auction. Bidder acknowledges and agrees that Bowers may not be required to pay a 
Buyer's Commission, or other charges that other Bidders may be required to pay and may 
have access to information concerning the lot(s) that is not otherwise available to the pub¬ 
lic. Any claimed conflict of interest or claimed competitive advantage resulting therefrom 
is expressly waived by all participants in the Auction Sale. Lot(s) may carry a Reserve. A 
Reserve is a confidential price or bid below which the Auctioneer will not sell an item or 
will re-purchase on behalf of the Consignor or for Bowers. 

2. Descriptions and Grading. Bidder acknowledges that all grading of coins in this 
Auction have been determined by independent grading services and not by Bowers. 
Grading of rare coins is subjective and may differ among independent grading services 
and among numismatists, even though grading has a material effect on the value of the 
coins. Bowers is not responsible for the grades assigned, and makes no warranty or rep¬ 
resentation regarding such grades. Bidder further acknowledges and agrees that lot 
descriptions are based solely upon an examination of the coins and arc intended to note 
any perceived special characteristics. However, coin grading and perception are subjec¬ 
tive. Bowers does not warrant the accuracy of such descriptions. All photographs in this 
catalogue are of the actual items being sold but may not be the actual size or to scale. 

3. The Bidding Process. I he Auctioneer may open or accept the bidding on any lot by 
placing a bid on behalf of the Consignor or his or her agent, a Bidder by mail, telephone, 
internet or telefax; or any other participant in the Auction Sale. The Auctioneer may accept 
or decline any bid. challenge to any bid or bidding increment, as the Auctioneer in its sole 
discretion shall determine. Bids must be for an entire lot and each lot constitutes a sepa¬ 
rate sale. No lot will be broken up unless otherwise permitted by the Auctioneer. Lots will 
be sold in their numbered sequence unless Auctioneer directs otherwise. All material shall 
be sold in separate lots to the highest Bidder as determined bv the Auctioneer. Auctioneer 
shall have the right in its sole and absolute discretion to adjudicate all bidding disputes and 
shall have the right, but not the obligation, to rescind the acceptance of any bid and place 
the lot(s) for Auction Sale again. Auctioneer's decision on all bidding disputes shall be 
binding and fina 1 For the Mail and Internet Bidder's protection, no "unlimited" or "buy" 
bids will be accepted. When identical bids arc received for a lot, preference is given to the 
first bid received as determined by the Auctioneer. A mail bid will take precedence over an 
identical floor bid; a Floor Bidder and Telephone Bidder must bid higher than the highest 
mail bid to be awarded any lot. Auctioneer reserves the right to refuse any bid, to reduce 
any mail bid received, to open the bidding of a lot at any level deemed appropriate by the 
Auctioneer and to determine the prevailing bid, at his sole discretion. THIS IS NOT AN 
APPROVAL SALE. Bidders who physically attend the Auction sale, either personally or 
through an agent ("Floor Bidders') should carefully examine all lots which they are inter¬ 
ested in purchasing. Bidders who bid by telephone, either personally or through an agent, 
receive a similar benefit as Floor Bidders in being able to actively participate in the live 
Auction Sale ("Telephone Bidders"). Therefore, except as otherwise provided in these 
Terms and Conditions of Auction Sale, NO LOT MAY BE RETURNED THAT IS 
PURCHASED BY A FLOOR BIDDER, A TELEPHONE BIDDER, ANY OTHER 
BIDDER WHO HAS HAD AN OPPOR TUNITY TO VIEW THE LOT(S), OR ANY¬ 
ONE PRESENTING BOWERS WITH A RESALE CERTIFICATE OR O THER EVI¬ 
DENCE THAT THEY ARE ACTING AS A DEALER. For Bidders by mail, telefax or 
internet, who have not had the opportunity to view the lot(s), if there is a material error in 
the catalogue description, the lot may be returned if written notice is received by Bowers 
within seventy-two (72) hours of receipt of the lot(s). The lot(s) must be received by 
Bowers no later than fourteen (14) calendar days after the Auction Sale in the same condi¬ 
tion the lot(s) were delivered to the Bidder, in their original, sealed containers. Late remit¬ 
tance constitutes just cause for revocation of all return privileges. All prospective Bidders 
who have had the opportunity to examine the lot(s) prior to the Auction Sale personally 
assume all responsibility for any damage that Bidder causes in connection with the lot(s). 
Bowers shall nave sole discretion in determining the value of the damage caused, which 
shall be promptly paid by the prospective Bidder. BOWERS IS NOT RESPONSIBLE 
FOR ANY ERRORS IN BIDDING. A Bidder should make certain to bid on the correct 
lot and that the bid is the bid intended. Once the hammer has fallen and the Auctioneer 
has announced the winning Bidder, the Bidder is unconditionally bound to pay for the lot, 
even if the Bidder has made a mistake. Bowers reserves the right to withdraw any lot at any 
time, even after the hammer has fallen, until the Bidder has taken physical possession of 


the lot. No Bidder shall have a right to claim any consequential damages if a lot is with¬ 
drawn, even after the Auction Sale. 

4. Bidder Registration Required. All persons seeking to bid must have a catalogue and 
register to bid at the auction by completing a registration card or bid sheet. By submitting 
a bid, the Bidder acknowledges that Bidder has read the Terms and Conditions of Auction 
Sale, the descriptions for the lot(s) on which they have bid, and that they agree to adhere 
to these Terms and Conditions of Auction Sale. This agreement shall be deemed to have 
been made in California. The Bidder acknowledges that the invoice describing a lot by 
number incorporates the catalogue and Terms and Conditions of Auction Sale. 

5. Prices, Payment and Delivery. A Buyer's Commission of fifteen (15%) on each indi¬ 
vidual lot will be added to all purchases made by Bidders, except for reacquisitions by 
Consignors, regardless of affiliation with any group or organization, and will be based upon 
the total amount of the final bid. A reacquisition charge may apply to Consignors pursuant 
to a separate agreement, which may be higher or lower than the Buyer's Commission. 
Payment is due immediately upon receipt of notification. Payment is delinquent and in 
default if not made in good funds in full within fourteen (14) days of the Auction Sale, with¬ 
out exception. Unless otherwise agreed in writing, auction sales are strictly cash in U.S. 
funds payable through a bank in the United States. On any cash transaction or series of 
transactions exceeding $10,000, Treasury Form 8300 will be filed. Contact Bowers for 
wiring instructions before sending a wire. Lots must be paid for the earlier of receipt of 
invoice or delivery. Lot(s) will not be shipped before funds are received by Bowers. Bowers 
reserves the right to decline to release lots for which good funds have not yet been received. 
On any accounts past due. Bowers reserves the right to extend credit and impose periodic 
charges. Bidder agrees to pay reasonable attorney's fees and cost incurred to collect on such 
past due accounts. Payment by Visa, Mastercard, American Express or Discover may be 
accepted only for internet bidders whose total purchases for the Auction Sale do not exceed 
$5,000. Bids will not be accepted from those persons under eighteen (18) years of age with¬ 
out a parent's written consent which acknowledges the Terms and Conditions of Auction 
Sale herein and agrees to be bound thereby on behalf of the Bidder. Bidders personally and 
unconditionally guarantee payment that are or become owed to Bowers. If a corporation is 
the Bidder, the corporate representative present at the sale shall provide Bowers at the time 
of registration with a statement signed by each principal, director and officer that they each 
personally and unconditionally guarantee any and all current or future obligations owed to 
Bowers or such other statement as may be acceptable to Bowers, in the sole discretion of 
Bowers. Bidders who have not established credit with Bowers must furnish satisfactory cred¬ 
it references or deposit at least twenty-five percent (25%) of their total bids for that Auction 
Sale session(s) or such other amounts as Bowers may, in its sole and absolute discretion, 
require before such bids will be accepted. Deposits submitted will be applied to purchases. 
Any remaining deposits will be promptly refunded upon clearance of funds. Bowers will not 
assume responsibility for the shipping and packaging of certain larger items or items of a 
more fragile nature sold in this sale as determined Dy Bowers. It is tne Bidder's responsibil¬ 
ity to contact Bowers after the sale to make shipping and packaging arrangements. Due to 
the fragile nature of some lots, Bowers may be forcea to charge additional shipping and han¬ 
dling. Lots indicated as being "framed" are shipped at the Bidder's risk. Taxes, postage, 
freight charges, if applicable, handling, insurance, the fifteen percent (15%) Buyer's 
Commission, and any other fees required by - law to be charged or collected will be added to 
the invoice for any lotls) that is invoiced to successful Bidders. California, New Jersey and 
New York State residents will be charged sales tax as well as bidders who pick up in 
Maryland at the Auction. Please note that the purchase of any lot with a price, includ¬ 
ing the buyer's fee, in excess of One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) is exempt from 
California or Maryland sales tax. On any tax not paid by Bidder which should have been 
paid, even if not collected by Bowers by mistake, error, negligence or gross negligence. 
Bidder agrees to promptly pay the same on demand together with any interest or penalty 
that may be assessed. Title to any lot remains with Consignor, any secured party' of the 
Consignor, or Consignor's assigns, as the case may be, until the lot is paid for in full by 
Bidder. Bowers reserves the right to require payment in full before delivering any lot to the 
successful Bidder. The RISK OF LOSS passes to the Bidder upon delivery of the lot(s). 

6. Financial Responsibility. In the event a successful Bidde.' fails to make payment 
when due. Bowers reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to rescind the sale or to resell 
the lot(s) in a commercially reasonable manner, which may include a public or private 
sale. Bidder agrees to pay for the reasonable cost of such a sale, together with any inci¬ 
dental costs of sale, including reasonable attorney's fees and costs, cataloguing and any 
other reasonable charges. Bidder grants to Bowers or its assignees the right to offset any 
sums due, or found to be due to Bowers, and to make such offset from any past, current, 
or future consignment, or purchases that are in the possession or control of Bowers; or 
from any sums due to Bidder by Bowers. Bidder further grants Bowers a purchase money 
security interest in such sums or items and their proceeds to the extent applicable, to 
secure all indebtedness due to Bowers, plus all accrued expenses, attorney fees, and costs, 
until the indebtedness is paid in full. Bidder grants Bowers the right to file a UCC-1 
financing statement for such items, to sign the statement as Bidder's attorney-in-fact, and 
to assign such interest to any affiliated or related company or any third party deemed 
appropriate by Bowers. If the auction invoice is not paid for in full when due per invoice 
terms, the unpaid balance will earn interest at the rate of one-and-one-half percent (1- 
1/2%) per month until it is paid in full. In the event this interest rate exceeds the inter¬ 
est permitted by law, the same shall be adjusted to the maximum rate permitted by law, 
and any amount paid in excess thereof shall be allocated to principal. Bidder agrees to 
pay all reasonable attorney's fees, court costs and other collection costs incurred by 
Bowers or any affiliated or related company to collect past due invoices or to interpret or 
enforce the terms hereof or in any action or proceeding arising out of or related to the 
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Auction Sale. Bowers reserves the right to assign its interest to any third party. To the 
extent that the winning Bidder for any lot consists of more than one person or entity, 
each such person or entity is jointly and severally liable for all obligations of the Bidder, 
regardless of the title or capacity of such person or entity. 

7. DISCLAIMER AND WARRANTIES. NO WARRANTY OF MERCHANTABIL¬ 
ITY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE IS MADE OR IMPLIED ON 
ANY LOT. NO WARRANTY, WHETHER EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, IS MADE 
WIT H RESPECT TO ANY LOT EXCEP T FOR WARRANT Y OF TITLE, AND IN 
T HE CASE OF TITLE, AUCTIONEER IS SELLING ONLY THAT RIGH T OR 
T I TLE TO THE LOT THAT THE CONSIGNOR MAY HAVE AS OF THE AUC¬ 
TION SALE DATE. ALL LOTS ARE SOLD "AS IS" AND WITH ALL FAULTS. 
PURCHASER HEREBY ASSUMES ALL RISKS CONCERNING AND RELATED 
TO THE GRADING, QUALITY, DESCRIPTION, CONDITION, AUTHENTICI¬ 
TY, AND PROVENANCE OF A LOT. 

a. All sales of items (1) viewed by Bidders in advance of a sale, even if the sale is by mail, 
telefax or internet, or (2) bid upon by Floor Bidders, Telephone Bidders and Bidders 
who present Bowers with a resale certificate, out of state resale certificate, or similar 
evidence in acting as a dealer; ARE FINAL AND MAY NOT BE RETURNED. 

b. Any and all claims that an item is not authentic, must be made in writing to Bowers 
within seventy-two (72) hours days after receipt of the item. 

c. If an item or items are returned pursuant to the terms herein, they must be housed in 
their original, sealed and unopened container. 

d. Late remittance or removal of any item form its original container constitutes just 
cause for revocation of all return privileges. 

e. Grading or condition of rare coins may have a material effect on the value of the 
item(s) purchased, and the opinion of others (including independent grading services) 
may differ with the independent grading services opinion or interpretation of Bowers. 
Bowers shall not be bound by any prior, or subsequent opinion, determination or cer¬ 
tification by any independent grading service. 

f. Questions regarding the minting of a coin as a "proof" or as a "business strike" relate 
to the method of manufacture and not to authenticity. 

g. All oral and written statements made by Bowers and its employees (including affiliat¬ 
ed and related companies) are statements of opinion only, and are not warranties or 
representations of any kind, unless stated as a specific written warranty, and no 
employee or agent of Bowers has authority to vary or alter these Terms and Conditions 
of Auction Sale. Any alteration shall be effective only if in writing and signed by an 
officer of Bowers authorized to do so. 

h. Bidders shall have no recourse against the Consignor for any reason whatsoever. 

i. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in these Terms and Conditions of Auction 
Sale, COINS LISTED IN THIS CATALOGUE GRADED BY PCGS, NGC OR 
ANACS CACHET, OR ANY OTHER THIRD PARTY GRADING SERVICE MAY 
NOT BE RETURNED FOR ANY REASON WHATSOEVER. 

j. Bidder acknowledges that the rare coin market is speculative, unregulated and volatile, 
and that coin prices may rise or fall over time. Bowers does not guarantee that any cus¬ 
tomer buying for investment purposes will be able to sell for a profit in the future. 

k. Bidder acknowledges and agrees that neither Bowers, nor its employees, affiliates, 
agents, third-party providers or consignors warrant that auctions will be unimpaired, 
uninterrupted or error free and accordingly shall not be liable for such events. 

8. Waiver and Release. Bidder, for himself Ins heirs, agents, successors and assignees, 
generally and specifically waives and releases, and forever discharges Bowers, and its 
respective affiliates, parents, shareholders, agents, subsidiaries, employees, members of 
their respective boards of directors, and each of them, and their respective successors and 
assignees from any and all claims, rights, demands and causes of actions and suits, of 
whatever kind or nature, including but not limited to claims based upon Auctioneers 
negligence, whether in law or equity, whether known or unknown, suspected or unsus¬ 
pected, which Bidder may claim to have with respect to and/or arising out of, or in con¬ 
nection with any challenge to the title to any goods purchased, the sale itself, any lot bid 
upon or consigned, and/or the auction, except where such reimbursement is otherwise 
authorized in these Terms and Conditions of Auction Sale. It is the intention of Bidder 
that this waiver and release shall be effective as a bar to each and every claim, demand, 
cause of action and suit that may arise hereunder or be related to the Auction Sale, and 
Purchaser hereby knowingly and voluntarily waives any and all rights and benefits oth¬ 
erwise conferred upon him by the provisions of Section 1542 of the California Civil 
Code, which reads in full as follows: 

"A GENERAL RELEASE DOES NOT EXTEND TO CLAIMS WHICH THE CRED¬ 
ITOR DOES NOT KNOW OR SUSPECT TO EXIST IN HIS FAVOR AT THE TIME 
OF EXECUTING THE RELEASE, WHICH IF KNOWN BY HIM MUST HAVE 
MATERIALLY AFFECTED HIS SETTLEMENT WITH THE DEBTOR." 

9. Disputes. If a dispute arises concerning ownership of a lot that has been bid upon or 
concerning proceeds of any sale, Bowers reserves the right to commence a statutory inter¬ 
pleader proceeding at the expense of the Consignor and successful Bidder and any other 
applicable party, and in such event shall be entitled to its reasonable attorneys' fees and 
costs. Bowers reserves the right to cancel or postpone the Auction Sale or any session there¬ 
of for a reasonable period of time for any reason whatsoever. No Bidder shall have any 


claim as a result thereof, including for incidental or consequential damages. Neither Bowers 
nor any affiliated or related company shall be responsible for incidental or consequential 
damages arising out of any failure of the Terms and Conditions of Auction Sale, the auc¬ 
tion or the conduct thereof and in no event shall such liability exceed the purchase price, 
premium, or fees paid. If the Bidder fails to comply with one or more of these Terms and 
Conditions of Auction Sale, then, in addition to all other remedies which it may have at 
law or in equity, Bowers may at its sole option either (a) rescind the sale, retaining all pay¬ 
ments made by Bidder as liquidated damages, it being recognized that actual damages may 
be speculative or difficult to compute, or (b) sell a portion or all of the lot(s) held by 
Bowers, in a quantity sufficient in the opinion of Bowers to satisfy the indebtedness, plus 
all accrued charges, and Bowers may sell such portion at an auction sale or private sale con¬ 
ducted by Bowers and charge a sellers commission that is commercially reasonable. More 
than one such sale may take place at the option of Bowers. Notice of the sale shall be by 
U.S.P.S. Certified Mail, Return Receipt Requested to the address utilized on the Bid Sheet, 
Auction Consignment and Security Agreement or other last known address by Bowers. The 
proceeds shall be applied first to the satisfaction of any damages occasioned by Bidder's 
breach, then to any other indebtedness owed to Bowers, including without limitation, 
commissions, handling charges, the expenses of both sales, reasonable attorneys' fees, costs, 
collection agency fees and costs and any other costs or expenses incurred. Bidder shall also 
be liable to Bowers if the proceeds of such sale or sales are insufficient to cover the indebt¬ 
edness. Rights granted to Bidders under the within Terms and Conditions of Auction Sale 
are personal and apply only to the Bidder who initially purchases the lot(s) from Bowers. 
The rights may not be assigned or transferred to any other person or entity, whether by sale 
of the lot(s), operation of law or otherwise. Any attempt to assign or transfer any such 
rights shall be absolutely void and unenforceable. No third party may rely on any benefit 
or right conferred by these Terms and Conditions of Auction Sale. 

10. General Terms. These Terms and Conditions of Auction Sale and the auction shall 
be construed and enforced in accordance with, and governed by, the laws of the State of 
'California, regardless of the location of the Auction Sale. Any dispute arising out of or 
related to these Terms and Conditions of Sale, the Auction Sale or any lot, with the sole 
exception of actions by Bowers to collect the purchase price and other damages, shall be 
submitted to binding arbitration pursuant to the rules of the Professional Numismatics 
Guild ("PNG"). Bidder acknowledges and agrees that the competent courts of the State 
of California shall have exclusive jurisdiction, subject to the requirement to arbitrate, 
over any dispute(s) arising hereunder, regardless of any party's current or future residence 
or domicile. Bidder further agrees that venue shall be in arbitration or the Superior 
Court in Orange County, in the State of California. Bidder agrees that any arbitration or 
legal action with respect to this Auction Sale is barred unless commenced within one (1) 
year of the date of this Auction Sale. These Terms and Conditions of Sale and the infor¬ 
mation on the Bowers website constitute the entire agreement between the parties here¬ 
to on the subject matter hereof and supersede all other agreements, understandings, war¬ 
ranties and representations concerning the subject matter hereof. If any section of these 
Terms and Conditions of Auction Sale or any term or provision of any section is held to 
be invalid, void, or unenforceable by any court of competent jurisdiction, the remaining 
Sections or terms and provisions of a section shall continue in full force and effect with¬ 
out being impaired or invalidated in any way. Bowers may at its sole and absolute dis¬ 
cretion, make loans or advances to Consignors and/or Bidders. 

11. Special Services. If you wish to limit your total expenditures, please fill in the max¬ 
imum amount you wish to spend on the MAXIMUM EXPENDITURE line at the 
upper portion of your bid sheet. You can then submit bids for amounts up to eight times 
the amount of the maximum expenditure. This is a personal service and a Bowers and 
Merena customer representative will personally attend to your bid sheet by bidding from 
the auction floor, buying lots for your account until your authorized expenditure is 
reached. While we will do our best in your behalf, due to the speed of the auction sale 
and the sometimes crowded conditions, we cannot be responsible for failure to execute 
such a bid properly. Due to the bookkeeping involved, this service is offered only to bid¬ 
ders with maximum expenditures of $1,000 or more. MAXIMUM EXPENDITURE 
and ONE LOT ONLY bidding can be combined. 

12. Up to five lots may be grouped with brackets for a ONE LOT ONLY purchase, if 
you wish to purchase only one example of a coin of which several examples appear in the 
sale. Such lots should be bracketed on your bid sheet. While we do our best on your 
behalf, due to the speed of the auction sale and the sometimes crowded conditions, we 
cannot be responsible for failure to execute such a bid properly. 

13. We invite you to take advantage of the optional 10% to 30% increase to help your 
chance of being a successful bidder. Check the appropriate place on your bid sheet. 

14. Bidding in this auction sale constitutes acceptance by the bidder of the foregoing 
terms of sale. 

Please note: Transparent holders in which the auction lots are stored are to facilitate 
viewing and inspection of the lots and ARE NOT for long-term storage. 


FOR BEST ATTENTION: 

Pre-sale bidding online at www.bowersandmerena.com until: 

Session One Session Two Session Three 

Thursday, July 8 Friday, July 9 Friday, July 9 

12 noon Pacific Time 9:00 AM Pacific Time 9:00 am Pacific Time 


For PRICES REALIZED after the sale, call 1-800-458-4646. Prices realized will also be 
posted on the Internet soon after the session closes at www.bowersandmerena.com 
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Jim Gray’s North Carolina Collection 

July 9, 2004 
7:00 pm, Eastern Time 


SEATED HALF DIMES 

2001 1837 Breen-3008. No Stars. Small Date. MS-62 (PCGS). 
Intermingled heather and vivid blue toning provides excellent aes¬ 
thetic appeal. The toning subdues satiny luster with hints of mir¬ 
rored fields on both sides. A few faint hairlines and other minor 
imperfections keep this coin from the Choice category. 

Among Half Dimes and Dimes, 1837 represents a transitional 
year. Both denominations had coinage of the older Capped Bust 
design as well as the new Liberty Seated motif. The transition for 
Quarters took place in 1838 and for Half Dollars in 1839. 

PCGS has certified only 35 Small Date examples of this issue in all grades, and Breen 
(1988) states that it is much more difficulty to locate in the finer Mint State grades 
than its similarly dated Large Date counterpart. 

PCGS#: 4312. 

Purchased from Beckert & Kuchnert on October 25, 1994 


2002 1838-0 Breen-3009, V-2. No Stars. AU-58 (NGC). A pleas¬ 
ing example with intermingled gold, blue, and iridescent toning. 
This is the scarcer Valentine-2 variety with the date “running uphill” 
from left to right. This is a later strike from these dies as discussed 
by Walter Breen with considerable distortion due to die wear. 

The New Orleans Mint was placed in operation in 1838 with 
coinage limited to Half Dimes, Dimes, and Half Dollars. Other 
denominations were included the following year as production 
approached full scale. The New Orleans Mint Half Dimes and 
Dimes of 1838 are scarce while Half Dollars of this year are extreme¬ 
ly rare. 

NGC Census: 2; 11 finer. 

PCGS#: 4314. 

Ex: Buddy Ebsen Collection (Superior Galleries, May 31 - June 2, 1987) 

Lot 518 

2003 1838 Breen-3010. No Drapery. Large Stars. MS-62 (PCGS). 
Soft, frosty luster with deep heather, blue, and iridescent toning. 
Very sharply struck and extremely attractive for the grade. Two 
major varieties for the year have either large or small stars on the 
obverse. These are listed in the Guide Book, Walter Breens 
Complete Encyclopedia, and other references. 

The Small Stars varieties are actually mere die states of the Large 
Stars coinage. The dies became damaged and were extensively pol¬ 
ished, resulting in weakened details that created the appearance of 
smaller obverse stars. 

PCGS#: 4317. 

Purchased from Liberty Coin on October 8, 1998 


2004 1839 Breen-3012. MS-62 (PCGS). A lovely example with vivid 
rainbow iridescence on both obverse and reverse. Normal dies with¬ 
out any evidence of date recutting or other abnormalities. The 
mintage of Half Dimes this year was just over 1 million coins, how¬ 
ever, it is likely that many of these were from dies bearing the 
1838 date. 

PCGS#: 4319. 



2005 1839-0 Breen-3016. Repunched Date. Small O. MS-62 
(NGC). This is an attractive example with deep heather and blue 
toning over frosty luster. The digits 1 and 9 in the date are sharply 
doubled below, very close to the border. 

This is an important opportunity for the specialist. In his reference 
on the series, author A1 Blythe notes: “Although the population of 
certified coins for this date is surprisingly low, a review of LSCC sur¬ 
vey data confirms this as a common date type coin.” Our experience, 
however, is more in line with the population data and suggests that 
this is a very scarce date and one that is seldom encountered in Mint 
State. 

The abbreviation LSCC stands for Liberty Seated Collectors Club, an organization 

of collectors who specialize in these Christian Gobrecht-designed coins. 

PCGS# 4320. 

Ex: Stacks, April 29-30, 1987, Lot 239 

2006 1840 Breen-3017. No Drapery. MS-62 (NGC). Lovely silver 
surfaces with amber and sea-green toning over frosty luster. The date 
is high in the field and slants down to the right, with top of the 1 
very close to the rock and the top of 0 more distant. Slightly scarcer 
as a date. Among the No Drapery Half Dimes, 1838 is the only 
common date, with the 1839 and 1840 issues having much lower 
certified populations. 

PCGS#: 4321. 

2007 1840-0 Breen-3020. No Drapery. Small O. AU-50. Pale gray 
surfaces with traces of satiny luster and excellent eye appeal. The 
reverse has numerous die cracks, especially prominent through C of 
AMERICA and from the border to the right ribbon. This date is 
quite scarce and is the most elusive of all No Drapery Half Dimes. 
The original mintage is just 695,000 coins. Among these, there are 
three basic mintmark sizes, known simply as Small O, Medium O, 
and Large O. 

PCGS#: 4322. 
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2008 1840 Breen-3022. With Drapery. MS-62 (NGC). An outstand¬ 
ing example with deep golden toning along the borders, lighter at 
the centers. Wisps of blue and iridescent colors add to the overall eye 
appeal of this example. Very few With Drapery Half Dimes were 
coined in 1840, the added design feature being included only on 
dies produced very late in the year. It is believed that these coins were 
produced during December 1840. Examples are usually available 
with moderate searching, but they are seldom found in Mint State. 

PCGS#: 4326. 


2009 1840-0 Breen-3023. With Drapery. AU-58 (NGC). A lovely 
example of this scarce issue with gold, heather, and pale blue patina 
on both the obverse and reverse. The mintage of the 1840-0 With 
Drapery Half Dime is recorded in most sources as 240,000 coins. In 
full Mint State, examples are extremely rare. The present opportuni¬ 
ty, representing the highest quality generally available, should not be 
taken lightly. In fact, current population data from PCGS and NGC 
suggest that even AU-58 examples are quite rare. 

NGC has certified just six pieces at this grade level and a mere three examples in 

higher grades, the finest of which grades only MS-62. 

PCGS#: 4327. 

Ex: Auction 89, Lot 0043 

2010 1841 Breen-3024. AU-58 (NGC). I ight gray with splashes of 
blue and iridescent toning, this is a pleasing example. Heavy clash- 
marks (as struck) are present at top of the reverse. This is a plentiful 
date in all grades and an ideal representative choice for the design 
type. 

PCGS#: 4328. 

Purchased from Coin Gallery 



2011 1841-0 Breen-3026. Medium O. MS-61 (NGC). A frosty Mint 
State specimen with silver luster beneath gold and pale blue toning, 
l ate die state with extensive flow lines and several light cracks (as 
produced) on the reverse. The New Orleans Mint produced 815,000 
Half Dimes in 1841, among the higher productions for this denom¬ 
ination from this facility. This mintage figure does not follow pre¬ 
cisely with current population data, the latter of which suggests this 
date is quite elusive, especially in Mint State preservation. This date 
and the 1842 Philadelphia issue both have identical mintages, how¬ 
ever, the certified population of 1841 -O is about one quarter that of 
the 1842. 

NGC Census: I; only 12 finer. 

PCGS#: 4329. 

Ex: Stuart C. Levine, M.D. (Bowers andMerena, April 10 - 12, 1986) 

Lot 2071 


2012 1842 Breen-3028. AU-58 (NGC). A satiny example with 
magenta and blue toning over lustrous surfaces. The reverse is semi¬ 
prooflike in finish. Sharply struck from perfect dies without evidence 
of cracks or other imperfections. As a common date that is available 
in all grades, the 1842 is important for type purposes. 

PCGS#: 4330. 

Ex: Stuart C. Levine, M.D. (Bowers and Merena, April 10-12, 1986) 

Lot 2074 

2013 1842-0 Breen-3029. EF-45 (PCGS). Pale gray surfaces with 
splashes of light green toning. An attractive example with only light 
evidence of circulation. This date is very hard to locate in the finer 
circulated grades. Apparently, nearly all of the 350,000 pieces deliv¬ 
ered went immediately into circulation. 

PCGS#: 4331. 

Purchased from Norm Pullen on January 26, 1985 

2014 1843 Breen-3031. AU-58 (NGC). Lustrous silver surfaces with 
peripheral gold toning. Digit 1 in the date is lightly repunched. 
Light clashmarks are present on both sides. All-in-all, this is a pleas¬ 
ing representative of the issue. 

PCGS#: 4332. 

2015 1844 Breen-3033. MS-61 (NGC). Boldly struck with the date 
very heavy and exhibiting slight recutting, however, this does not 
have the diagnostics of any repunched date variety as described by 
Breen or other authors. Pale silver surfaces with light gold and blue 
toning. A1 Blythe suggests that the Normal Date varieties of the 
1844 Half Dime are rarer and should command higher prices. 

PCGS#: 4333. 

Ex: Coin Galleries, April of1982, Lot I960 


2016 1844-0 Breen-3037. Large O. MS-61 (NGC). Lustrous silver sur¬ 
faces with intermingled gold and pale blue toning. The obverse is 
sharply defined while the reverse has leaves at upper left nearly flat, 
almost identical in appearance to the plate coin in A1 Blythes reference. 
This variety was described by Breen as a Large O while other authors 
describe the reverse as having a Medium O mintmark. Whatever 
designation you choose, this is a scarce issue that is extremely rare in 
Mint State. The other variety with Small O seems to be somewhat 
more plentiful. This is one of the most elusive of all Half Dime issues 
in Mint State preservation. Only about a dozen Mint State examples 
have been certified by both PCGS and NGC. 

Just two MS-61 examples have been certified by NGC along with three finer speci¬ 
mens (MS-65 finest). 

PCGS#: 4334. 

Ex: Stuart C. Levine, M.D. (Bowers and Merena, April 10 - 12, 1986) 

Lot 2097 

2017 1845 Breen-3039, V-5. Doubled Date. MS-61 (NGC). Frosty 
silver surfaces with peripheral gold and iridescent toning. Sharply 
struck. This is a scarce variety that has occasionally been offered as 
an 1845/3 overdate in the past. The date is sharply doubled at upper 
left of each digit. Seldom encountered in Mint State. We believe that 
this variety is somewhat underrated, yet not quite deserving of the 
designation “rare.” Today, it seems that the importance of this vari¬ 
ety has been diminished too far from years past. At one time it was 
considered an important rarity, yet remains quite scarce today. 

PCGS#: 4335. 

Purchased from Eastern Coin Exchange on August 15, 1983 
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2018 1846 Breen-3040. ATJ-55 (NGC). Grayish-brown surfaces with 
splashes of pale blue toning. A lovely example of this important issue. 
A circulation strike example from the Valentine-1 dies with shield 
point over the right edge of the upright of the 1 in the date. Proofs 
(which are actually more common than higher grade circulation 
strikes) have the shield point over the left side of this digit. 

When all grades are considered, several Liberty Seated half dimes 
have lower certified populations, but we believe that the 1846 is the 
rarest With Stars Seated Half Dime. Just 27,000 pieces were struck, 
probably an accurate reflection of the actual mintage. We doubt that 
any examples of this date were struck in later years. A survey of 
Liberty Seated collectors, recorded in The Complete Guide to 
Liberty Seated Half Dimes, suggests this issue ranks fifth out of 39 
issues reported. 

NGC Census: 3; with a further three finer. 

PCGS#: 4336. 

Ex: The Metropolitan New York Sale (New England Rare Coin, April 

10 - 12, 1980) Lot 1111 

2019 1847 Breen-3041. AU-58 (NGC). Satiny surfaces with attractive 
golden brown toning. The digit 1 is recut below the base. Very 
sharply struck. This is generally considered to be a common date, 
however, experience suggests that high quality examples are quite 
difficult to locate. 

PCGS#: 4337. 

Purchased from Becker & Kuchnert on October 2, 1992 

2020 1848 Breen-3045. Medium Date. AU-58 (NGC). Satiny silver 
surfaces with wisps of gold colored toning. The medium sized date 
slants down to the right with the top of the 1 joined to the rock, the 
digit 8 almost centered between the rock and border. This is anoth¬ 
er issue that is surprisingly elusive in the finer circulated and Mint 
State grades. 

PCGS#: 4338. 

Purchased at the ANA on July 23, 1988 



2021 1848-0 Breen-3048. Medium O. MS-63. A very difficult issue 
to locate in any Mint State grade with this example displaying excel¬ 
lent aesthetic appeal. Satiny silver surfaces with pale blue and light 
gold toning on both surfaces. Three distinct mintmark size varieties 
exist for coins of this date, and all are scarce. 

Formerly certified by NGC as MS-63. 

PCGS#: 4340. 

Purchased from Norman Pullen 

2022 1849/6 Breen-3053. MS-61 (NGC). Tiny artifacts on the top 
surfaces of the date elements identify this as the 1849/6 overdate, 
according to the Breen Encyclopedia. The NGC holder does not 
describe this as an overdate. Satiny silver surfaces with light gray lus¬ 
ter and splendid peripheral gold toning. 

PCGS#: 4342. 

Purchased from Mike Graham on July 4, 1987 



2023 1849-0 Breen-3054. MS-64 (PCGS). An incredible choice 
Mint State example with frosty silver surfaces and light champagne 
toning. Very weakly struck with extensive evidence of die wear. This 
issue is very rare in Mint State grades, and is usually found in much 
lower quality. Examination of the present coin suggests why this is 
the case. After just enough wear has been received to eliminate evi¬ 
dence of luster, the resulting specimen will only have enough 
remaining detail to grade Good or VG, even though the amount of 
wear would be equivalent to a nice VF or EF coin. 

This is one of only 11 so graded examples at PCGS, and none gave been certified 

finer. 

PCGS#: 4344. 

Ex: The L. W. Hojfecker Collection (Superior Galleries, February 8-11, 

1987) Lot 828 

2024 1850 Breen-3055. EF-45 (PCGS). The mintage of this issue, 
955,000 coins, suggests a plentiful date that should not be difficult 

\ to locate. Specialists in the series, however, will recognize this as one 
of the dates that is not seen with any degree of frequency in today’s 
market. Some light antique silver patina appears to drift toward the 
borders of this partially lustrous example. Uncommonly distraction- 
free for the grade with overall sharp definition. 

PCGS#: 4345. 

Ex: Purchased from Coin Galleries, July 1982, Lot 1521 

2025 1850-0 Breen-3057. Medium O. AU-55 (PCGS). In New 
Orleans, 690,000 Half Dimes were produced in 1850 with three 
major varieties recognized today. These varieties represent mintmark 
size variations with the Small O variety being scarcest and the Large 
O being the most plentiful. In higher circulated and Mint State 
grades, examples of all three varieties are elusive. This otherwise sil¬ 
ver tinged example displays tan-russet peripheral toning on the 
reverse with streaks of similar color here and there on the obverse. 
Both sides are equally bold in detail with no post-production dis¬ 
tractions worthy of mention. 

PCGS#: 4346. 

Ex: The Robison Collection (Stack’s, February 10-13, 1982) Lot 858 

2026 1851 Breen-3059. MS-62 (NGC). A splendid example with 
satiny luster and excellent eye appeal. Both the obverse and the 
reverse have light silver surfaces with pale champagne toning at the 
centers, gradually changing to gold and sea-green patination near the 
borders. The eye appeal is significantly stronger than one might 
expect for the BU level of preservation. 

PCGS#: 4347. 

Purchased from MGS/NSI on January 8, 1998 

2027 1851-0 Breen-3060. MS-62. A satiny Mint State example with 
warm dove-gray toning. Splashes of light blue tinting add to the 
overall eye appeal on both sides. This issue is much scarcer than a 
mintage of 860,000 pieces might suggest. It is almost certainly the 
case that nearly the entire mintage entered immediate circulation, 
only to be hoarded for silver content over the next few years, with 
many later being melted. 

Formerly certified as MS-62 by NGC. 

PCGS#: 4348. 

Ex: The Century Collection (Superior Galleries, February 2-4, 1992) 
Lot 1439 
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2028 1852 Breen-3061. MS-62 (NGC). Satiny luster is subdued by 
deep heather, blue, and iridescent toning. A lovely example with 
exceptional eye appeal. Very sharply struck. This is a surprisingly dif¬ 
ficult issue to locate in any grade. In feet, this is only the second 1852 
Half Dime to appear in one of our auctions over the last four years. 

PCGS#: 4349. 

Ex: Bernard Shore Collection (Superior Galleries, January 30 - February 

2, 1988) Lot 887 


2029 1852-0 Breen-3062. AU-58 (NGC). Highly attractive with central 
silver surfaces on both obverse and reverse. The obverse has vivid blue 
peripheral toning while the reverse exhibits reddish-gold iridescence at 
the denticles. Light dashmarks (as struck) are seen on both sides. The 
mintage of 260,000 pieces for the ‘52-0 suggests a very scarce issue 
regardless of grade. As a general rule, the New Orleans Mint issues of 
this era are much scarcer than their Philadelphia Mint counterparts. 

PCGS#: 4350. 

Ex: The Gilbert Steinberg Collection (Superior Galleries, September 
16-17. 1996) Lot 439 

2030 1853 Breen-3063. No Arrows. MS-62 (PCGS). This is a splen 
did example with very sharp striking definition and exceptional aes¬ 
thetic appeal. Both obverse and reverse have satin textured luster 
with intermingled gold, blue, and iridescent toning. Faint clash- 
marks (as produced) are visible on the reverse. Most of the 135,000 
No Arrows Half Dimes produced in 1853 are thought to have been 
melted in the Mint. Many of those that were distributed into circu¬ 
lation were immediately snatched up by bullion dealers who melted 
them for their silver content. The Act of February 1853 authorized 
a reduction of the weight of all subsidiary silver coins to bring the 
silver content back in line with the face value. 

PCGS#: 4351. 


2031 1853-0 Breen-3064. No Arrows. AU-55 (NGC). This is an 
extremely important opportunity for the advanced collector. Both 
the cbverse and the reverse have pale gray surfaces with light golden 
highlights. A few minor surface marks are seen on both sides, as 
nearly always. The date displays considerable weakness, a hallmark 
striking characteristic of this issue. 

The ‘53-0 No Arrows Half Dime is a very scarce coin, especially 
in higher grades, due to a very limited production run during the 
first couple of months this year. The weight standard was changed by 
Congressional legislation early in 1853 in order to bring the silver 
value of the Half Dime back in line with its face value. Most of the 
old tenor No Arrows coins were melted. 

NGC Census: 3; with only five finer. 

PCGS#: 4352. 

Ex: The Robison Collection (Stack’s, February 10-13, 1982) Lot 865 


2032 1853 Breen-3065. Arrows. MS-61 (NGC). Grayish-brown in 
tone with wisps of iridescent toning over satiny luster. Faint abra¬ 
sions appear to keep this coin from a higher grade. This an impor¬ 
tant and popular three-year type with the addition of small arrow¬ 
heads to the left and right of the date. The purpose of this design 
modification was to provide easy identification for the Half Dime 
issues that were struck on reduced weight planchets. 

PCGS#: 4356. 

Purchased from Jim Evans on July 27, 1989 

2033 1853-0 Breen-3066. Arrows. AU-58 (NGC). A splendid 
example with golden-brown toning over otherwise silver tinged sur¬ 
faces. Light wear is present on the highpoints, as expected for the 
grade. Despite a rather high mintage, few 1853-0 Arrows Half 
Dimes are known in the finer circulated and Mint State grades. The 
advanced collector will quickly recognize the importance of this bid¬ 
ding opportunity. 

PCGS#: 4357. 

Purchased from Stacks on March 30. 1985 

2034 1854 Breen-3068. Arrows. AU-55 (NGC). Grayish-brown sur¬ 
faces are accented by wisps of peripheral blue tinting, especially on 
the reverse. This is an attractive Choice AU example that is sure to 
please both the Half Dime specialist and the circulated type collector. 

PCGS#: 4358. 

Ex: Harmer Rooke Galleries, Lot 117 • 

2035 1854-0 Breen-3071. Arrows. AU-58 (NGC). Light silver-gray 
surfaces are accented by pale gold and iridescent toning. A delight¬ 
ful example that is sure to please the collector. The AU-58 grade has 
always been one of our favorites because its combination of quality 
and price represents good value. 

PCGS#: 4359. 

Purchased from Mike Vazzeti on March 28, 1983 

2036 1855 Breen-3073. Arrows. AU-55 (NGC). This example has 
upper barbs of the arrow overlapping the base of Liberty. Grayish 
gold toning over frosty silver luster, both sides display only minimal 
highpoint rub from a short stint in circulation. 

PCGS#: 4360. 

Purchased at the Camden South Carolina Coin Show on September 26, 

1981 

2037 1855-0 Breen-3074. Arrows. MS-61 (NGC). Lustrous light 
gray with splashes of iridescent toning. Quite well struck for the 
issue. This issue represents an important rarity in Mint State, despite 
a significant mintage of 600,000 coins. Remarkably few of the sur¬ 
vivors do not display extensive wear. 

PCGS#: 4361. 

Ex: Robison Collection (Stacks, February 1982) Lot 872 

2038 1856 Breen-3075. Open 6. MS-62 (NGC). This is a lovely exam¬ 
ple with deep russet, vivid blue, and iridescent toning, all over satin 
finished surfaces. This example is typical of the issue with weak 
obverse and reverse borders, yet more sharply impressed focal features. 

PCGS#: 4363. 

Ex: Ebsen Collection (Superior Galleries, May 31 - June 2, 1987) Lot 
564 






Page 4 


Bowers and Merena Auctions 





Jim Gray’s North Carolina Collection 


2039 1856-0 Breen-3079. Open 6, Large O. MS-62 (PCGS). In 
1856, the earlier Stars Obverse design continued, although at the 
new lower weight that went into effect in 1853. At New Orleans, 
just over 1 million Half Dimes were produced. This Mint State sur¬ 
vivor is bathed in rich apricot-gray toning that accents smartly 
impressed devices. Satiny in luster quality with no outwardly 
detracting abrasions. 

PCGS#: 4364. 

Purchased from Winthrop Coin Company on February 17, 1991 

2040 1857 Breen-3084. Retouched Hub. Closed 5. AU-58 (NGC). 
An attractive example with champagne, blue, and iridescent toning 
over satiny luster. A splendid choice for the date or type collector. 
Among Walter Breens listings for 1857 are coins struck from hub 
varieties both before and after it was retouched by an engraver. 

PCGS#: 4365. 

Ex: Ebsen Collection (Superior Galleries, May 31 - June 2, 1987) Lot 
583 

2041 1857-0 Breen-3087. Retouched Hub. AU-58 (NGC). Light 
gray surfaces with splashes of iridescent toning. A pleasing example 
with sharp design features, and one of the more plentiful O-mint 
Half Dime issues in today's market. 

PCGS#: 4366. 

Purchased from Roy Ashe on October 4, 1982 

2042 1858 Breen-3088. MS-64 (NGC). Frosty silver surfaces with 
pale peripheral gold toning. Sharply struck. Heavy clashmarks (as 
made) are present on both obverse and reverse. Although Mint State 
examples of this P-mint delivery are plentiful, those in the Choice 
grade range remain highly desirable among both date and type col¬ 
lectors. 

PCGS#: 4367 or 4368, 94368. 

Ex: Purchased from Mid - America in May, 1990, Lot 45 

2043 1858-0 Breen-3092. MS-64. Highly lustrous with a frosty sheen 
beneath delightful multicolored patina. Sharply struck except that 
certain obverse design elements were polished out of the die, creat¬ 
ing a large design void within Liberty’s gown around the elbow and 
bottom of the pole. Heavy obverse and reverse clashmarks, also as 
produced. A strong candidate to represent O-mint Half Dime 
coinage in a high quality collection. 

Removed from an NGC holder and formerly certified as MS-64. 

PCGS#: 4369. 

2044 1859 Breen-3094- AU-58. Satin textured luster beneath deep 
bluish-green toning on both obverse and reverse. Sharply struck and 
well centered with light obverse and reverse clashmarks (as pro¬ 
duced). This is the modified Seated Half Dime design by Anthony 
Paquet, an engraver who worked for the Mint primarily on pattern 
coins and medals. 

PCGS#: 4371. 

Ex: Bernard Shore Collection (Superior Galleries, January 30 - February 

2, 1988) Lot 921 

2045 1859-0 Breen-3093. MS-62 (NGC). Rather sharply struck with 
light gray surfaces and full luster. Splashes of gold and iridescent ton¬ 
ing are present on the obverse. Lightly clashed dies. From a moder¬ 
ate production of 560,000 coins, all of which were from the old hub 
as opposed to that modified by Paquet. 

PCGS#: 4370. 

2046 1860 Breen-3098. MS-61 (NGC). Brilliant silver luster with 
satiny surfaces and a few scattered wisps of very light golden toning. 
Sharply struck. First year of issue for the Legend Obverse design 
with the reverse modified and containing just the denomination 
HALF DIME within a wreath of cereals. 

PCGS#: 4377. 

Purchased at the TINA on August 18, 1982 


2047 1860-0 Breen-3100. MS-62 (NGC). Full, vibrant luster is hid¬ 
den beneath attractive toning. The obverse has intermingled golden- 
brown and light blue hues. The reverse, on the other hand, is awash 
in deep magenta and sea-green colors. A lovely example. Unlike the 
similarly dated Dime issue, the 1860-0 Half Dime is quite com¬ 
mon. This is the only New Orleans Mint issue of the type. 

PCGS#: 4378. 

Ex: Purchased from Coin Galleries on July 15,1998, Lot 1773 

2048 1861 Breen-3101. AU-58 (NGC). Mostly sharply struck with 
splashes of gold and iridescent toning over lustrous, satiny features. 
The reverse has weak striking definition along the lower right edge 
of the wreath near the border. 

PCGS#: 4379 or 4380. 

Purchasedfrom Golden Eagle Coins on August 22, 1990 

2049 1862 Breen-3103. AU-58 (NGC). Light gray surfaces with 
splashes of olive-orange tinting here and there. Both obverse and 
reverse have prominent clashmarks (as struck), but very little in the 
way of wear. 

PCGS#: 4381. 

Purchased from Coin Gallery 

2050 1863 Breen-3106. AU-55 (PCGS). An elusive circulation strike 
from a mintage of just 18,000 pieces, both sides are richly toned in 
dominant steel-gray hues. More vivid undertones are seen at direct 
angles, as are ample remnants of the original finish. Sharply 
impressed throughout, and problem-free for the Choice AU grade 
level. 

PCGS#: 4382. 


2051 1863-S Breen-3108. MS-62 (PCGS). Fully lustrous with satiny, 
pale gray surfaces and whispers of light golden peripheral toning. 
Prominent obverse and reverse clashmarks (as made) are visible. Just 
100,000 Half Dimes emerged from the presses in San Francisco in 
1863, with the vast majority of survivors exhibiting more-or-less 
wear from circulation. The few Mint State survivors are from a small 
hoard dispersed in 1968. During the Civil War, only the San 
Francisco Mint provided an appreciable quantity of silver and gold 
coinage, production at Philadelphia was quite limited. The Carson 
City Mint had yet to be a reality, and the Southern branch mints 
were captured by the Confederacy. 

PCGS#: 4383. 

Ex: Greater New York Sale (Stacks, May 2-4, 1990) Lot 315 


2052 1864 Breen-3109. MS-62 (NGC). This is a highly appealing 
example with satiny luster and sharp design features. Prominent 
clashmarks (as struck) are evident on both sides, as are a few blush¬ 
es of pale apricot patination. Just 48,000 business strike Half Dimes 
were coined in Philadelphia during 1864, along with a limited num¬ 
ber of Proofs. It is the Proofs that are most often seen in high grade. 
On the contrary, existing circulation strikes are mostly well worn 
with Mint State survivors being quite elusive. 

PCGS#: 4384. 

Purchased from Jack Beymer on August 23, 1990 






Bowers and Merena Auctions 


Page 5 






Jim Gray’s North Carolina Collection 





2053 1864-S Breen-3111. MS-62 (PCGS). A pleasing Mint State 
example with satiny, mostly silver tinged luster and some pale gold- 
apricot tinting. Minor recutting is evident on the first digit in the 
date. Very sharply struck. Until the late 1960s, Uncirculated exam¬ 
ples of this issue were virtually unknown. A hoard dispersed in New 
York provided a few higher grade coins for collectors, but the ‘64-S 
remains rare in Mint State from a market availability standpoint. 

Just five examples have received this grade from PCGS with 18 finer submissions 
with the finest certified as MS-66. 

PCGS#: 4385. 

Ex: Jascha Heifetz Collection (Superior Galleries, October 1 -4, 1989) 
Lot 1249 



2054 1865 Breen-3112. MS-63 (PCGS). A solid Choice example with 
fulsome luster and attractive golden toning. Quite sharply struck, 
although not quite fully defined with some weakness noted at upper 
left part of the wreath. Only 13,000 circulation strike Half Dimes 
were produced in 1865, and Mint State survivors are scarce-to-rare. 

PCGS#: 4386. 

Ex: Westchester Collection (Bowers and Merena) Lot 275 



2055 1865-S Breen-3114. Repunched Date. MS-63 (NGC). This 
example has a repunched date although is not the same as described 
by Breen for his # 3114 variety. Rather, the diagnostics match those 
given by A1 Blythe for a new variety designated as Valentine-4. 
Satiny and lustrous with intermingled gold and iridescent toning on 
both sides. Otherwise sharply struck with the often seen softness of 
detail over upper left portion of the wreath. A scarce S-mint issue 
that undoubtedly saw extensive circulation during the early 
frontier era. 

PCGS#: 4387. 

Ex: Philip M. Mann. Jr. and Glenn B. Smedley Collection (Bowers and 

Merena) Lot 156 



2056 1866 Breen-3117. MS-62 (NGC). Brilliant and lustrous with 
only light gold toning along the borders. The surfaces are lightly 
abraded, as usual for the issue. From a mintage of just 10,000 pieces, 
one of a long lineup of rare Philadelphia Mint issues from the Civil 
War and post-Civil War era. 

PCGS#: 4388. 

Purchased from Mike Graham on July 8, 1985 


2057 1866-S Breen-3119. MS-63 (PCGS). This choice Mint State 
example has frosty luster beneath dusky silver-gray toning. Average 
strike for the issue. This date is seldom seen in such quality due to 
the fact that nearly all silver coins produced in San Francisco during 
the 1860s immediately entered circulation. 

PCGS has certified 12 MS-63 coins along with 12 finer examples through MS-66. 

PCGS#: 4389. 

Purchased from Dana Samuelson on February 15, 1992 


2058 1867 Breen-3120. MS-63 (PCGS). With just 8,000 examples 
coined, this date has the lowest mintage of any Liberty Seated Half 
Dime among those regularly issued (this does not include the unique 
1870-S, as offered below). A rare and desirable issue, the present sur¬ 
vivor displays somewhat muted luster beneath smoky silver toning. 
Whispers of pale gold color are also, seen at the denticles. Sharply 
struck with no mentionable abrasions. 

PCGS#: 4390. 

Purchased from J. J. Teaparty on February 22, 1989 


2059 1867-S Breen-3121. MS-62 (NGC). The lustrous ivory surfaces 
are accented by hints of olive and iridescent toning. Although not 
fully struck, this piece appears above average in definition for the 
type. A scarce issue in all grades, the 1867-S (120,000 pieces pro¬ 
duced) is particularly elusive in Mint State. 

PCGS#: 4391. 

Purchased from Ted Fann on November 30. 1981 

Cl 

2060 1868 Breen-3122. MS-63 Prooflike (NGC). This is a splendid 
and Choice quality Mint State example with brilliant surfaces. Both 
the obverse and the reverse display deeply mirrored fields supporting 
lustrous devices. Struck from lightly clashed dies, a feature that is 
perhaps most readily evident on the obverse around the field. 

The current NGC Census Report lists three 1868 Half Dimes with a Prooflike des¬ 
ignation: two of which grade MS-63 and the final coin of which grades MS-66*. 

PCGS#: 4392. 

Purchased from Jim O'Donnell on March 24, 1986 
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2061 1868-S Breen-3123. MS-63 (NGC). Lustrous with a softly frost¬ 
ed sheen, the silver tinged surfaces exhibit mottled golden-russet 
peripheral toning. Sharply struck throughout with a few light reverse 
die cracks (as struck) around the S mintmark. A splendid example of 
this scarce issue, although the date is seen a bit more often than some 
of the earlier San Francisco Mint Half Dimes. 

PCGS#: 4393. 

Purchased from Bowers and Merena on February 17, 1987 


2062 1869 Breen-3124. MS-64 (PCGS). This choice example is 
approaching Gem quality, both sides possessing outstanding aesthet¬ 
ic appeal. The obverse has shimmering satin luster with distinct sea- 
green and heather toning. The reverse is mostly brilliant save for 
peripheral blue and iridescent shadings. Sharply struck. Light die 
polish lines (as made) are seen in the central reverse, these features 
helping to explain the modest semi-prooflike appearance. 

PCGS#: 4394. 

Ex: The Tower Hill Collection (Bowers and Merena, September 13 - 15, 

1993) Lot 1336 

2063 1869-S Breen-3126. AU-58 (NGC). Pale silvery gray surfaces 
reveal the lightest golden tinting. Plenty of frosty luster remains, as 
does overall sharp striking detail. This is the variety discovered by 
Chris Pilliod and discussed by A1 Blythe, having a prominent die 
chip in Liberty’s skirt. Bold, normal date with a small S mintmark. 

PCGS#: 4395. 

Purchased from Excelsior Coin Gallery on August 15, 1983 

2064 1870 Breen-3127. AU-58 (NGC). Medium intensity grayish- 
brown patina overlays both sides with scattered steel colored high¬ 
lights here and there. Frosty luster remains visible beneath. Light 
clashmarks (as struck) are visible on both the obverse and the reverse. 
The last few years of Half Dime production through 1873 general¬ 
ly saw much higher mintages than earlier years, although the deliv¬ 
ery of this particular P-mint issue was still limited to 353,600 coins. 

PCGS#: 4396. 

Ex: The Lee and Shaffer Collection (Superior Galleries, September 

25-27, 1988) Lot 2476 

2065 See Next Page, Page 8 


2066 1871 Breen-3129. MS-64 (NGC). The otherwise golden-gray 
features are peripherally toned in mottled russet and cobalt hues. 
Pleasingly lustrous with above average striking detail for the type. 
This is a popular issue for type collectors due to a relatively high 
mintage and rate of survival. 

PCGS#: 4398. 

Ex: Superior Galleries, February 8 - 10, 1998, Lot 1805 

2067 1871-S Breen-3130. MS-61 (NGC). Lightly patinated, silver- 
gray centers are framed in dappled green, gold, and iridescent colors 
near the borders. Sharply struck with prominent obverse and reverse 
clashmarks (as made) in evidence. The San Francisco branch mint 
delivered a mere 160,000 Half Dimes in 1871, survivors of which 
are particularly difficult to locate in Mint State. 

PCGS#: 4399. 

Purchased from Bowers and Merena on February 17, 1987 

2068 1872 Breen-3131. MS-62 (NGC). Soft golden undertones back¬ 
light steel-gray patina. Both sides exhibit satiny luster with bold-to- 
sharp striking definition. A solid BU representative with remarkably 
few distractions for the assigned grade. 

PCGS#: 4400. 

Purchased from Coin Gallery 

2069 1872-S Breen-3134. Mintmark Above Bow. MS-64 (PCGS). 
The otherwise brilliant, frosty textured surfaces reveal splashes of 
champagne iridescence on the obverse. This is a sharply struck and 
highly lustrous example that is sure to delight. The Mintmark Above 
Bow was the first S-mint Half Dime variant produced in 1872. The 
eye appeal of the present near-Gem would do justice to an even 
higher grade. 

PCGS#: 4402. 

Ex: Frontenac Collection (Bowers and Merena, November 20 - 22, 
1991) Lot 1106 


2070 1872-S Breen-3135. Mintmark Below Bow. MS-63 (PCGS). 
A Choice example with frosty luster beneath sea-green and steel-gray 
patination. Very sharply struck, and boasting solid eye appeal. This 
year was a transitional one of sorts for the Half Dime with the mint- 
mark position moved from inside the wreath to below the wreath. 
Walter Breen conveniently recorded separate mintages for each of 
these varieties, based on the coinage of 475,000 pieces from January 
through June 1872 (Mintmark Above Bow) and 362,000 pieces 
from September through December (Mintmark Below Bow). We are 
not sure today if he actually found documentation that identified 
these two different varieties, although we tend to doubt that such 
records exist. 

A plentiful issue with 120 examples at this grade level and 268 finer coins. 

PCGS#: 4401. 

Purchased from David Stagg on July 7, 1994. 

2071 1873 Breen-3137. Closed 3. MS-63 (NGC). Sharply struck and 
lustrous with frosty surfaces beneath vivid sea-green and amber-gold 
toning. Closed 3 in the date, as always seen on 1873 Half Dimes. 
This final-year issue has a Philadelphia Mint production of 712,000 
coins. Walter Breen (1988) states that many of these pieces were later 
melted for recoinage into other denominations. 

PCGS#: 4404. 

Purchased from H & E Gallery on December 7, 1991 
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The Unique 1870-S Half Dime 

The Ultimate Half Dime Rarity 
A Choice Mint State Specimen Certified MS-63 NGC 



2065 1870-S Breen-3128. MS-63 (NGC). Both sides are semi-prooflike in finish with moderately glowing fields evident 
beneath a rich overlay of original toning. The patina is mostly charcoal-gray in hue, but direct light angles call forth more 
vivid golden-orange undertones. The striking definition is typical of the type with overall bold detail that wanes a little 
bit over the highpoints of the obverse portrait and the reverse wreath. The S mintmark is filled. There are no outwardly 
distracting abrasions, but close inspection with a loupe reveals some wispy blemishes. Of course, the unique status of this 
coin and its necessity for inclusion in any complete set of Seated Liberty or United States coinage renders such discus¬ 
sions of its striking characteristics and surface preservation almost meaningless. This is the second time that we have han¬ 
dled this important silver rarity, and it is sure to be as memorable an event. 

The creation of this unique numismatic treasure is shrouded in mystery. What we know for certain is that the corner¬ 
stone of the second San Francisco Mint, the building that has become known as the “Granite Lady” and now serves as 
a museum, was laid in 1870. The coiner, J.B. Hamstead, struck a few coins for inclusion in the cornerstone, one of which 
is an 1870-S Three Dollar Gold piece struck from a reverse die into which Hamstead cut the S mintmark himself. 
(Apparently, the dies had arrived from Philadelphia without the mintmark.) Hamstead also struck one additional 1870- 
S Three Dollar before the dies went back to Philadelphia, a coin that he kept for himself and mounted. This piece did 
not come to the attention of the numismatic community until March 1911, when it was offered in Thomas L. Elders 
sale of one of William H. Woodin’s collections. The auction lot included a piece of paper that read: “This is the dupli¬ 
cate of the coin struck for the cornerstone of the San Francisco Mint and the only one in existence. J.B. Hamstead.” We 
believe that this statement may also explain the existence of the present 1870-S Half Dime. 

It is likely, although unconfirmed, that an 1870-S Half Dime is also present in the cornerstone of the “Granite Lady.” 
If so, then it is also probable that Hamstead struck one other example either for his own keeping or for presentation to 
someone of note at the cornerstone laying ceremony. This would be the coin that we are offering in this lot, although its 
whereabouts prior to 1978 are unknown. It seems that this coin’s unique status and true value remained concealed for 
some period of time because it was discovered in the junk box of a Chicago dealer early that year. Since Louis E. 
Eliasberg, Sr., the only person to ever assemble a complete collection of every known date, mintmark, and denomina¬ 
tion of U.S. coins, passed away in 1976, he did not know about this coin’s existence and, therefore, it was not included 
in our sale of the Eliasberg Collection. 

As one final note of interest, the reverse die of the 1870-S Half Dime was also used to produce 1871-S Half Dimes. 

PCGS#: 4397. 

The owners and auction appearances of this important coin include: Unknown Chicago dealer, 1978; RARCOA, who placed it on display at the 1978 ANA 
Convention in Houston; Michigan dealer John Abbott, 1980, acquiredfor $425,000; Four Memorable Collections Sale (Bowers and Mercna, 9/1985), lot 174, 
where it realized $176,000; Martin Paul; Superior's session of Auction '86; 7/1986, lot 1053, where it realized $253,000; Larry and Ira Goldbergs’ sale of 
10/2000, lot 1629. 
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2072 1873-S Breen-3138. Closed 3. MS-62 (NGC). Fully lustrous 
with softly frosted surfaces and splashes of deep reddish-russet and 
iridescent toning drifting toward the borders. A lovely example of 
this, the final branch mint issue in the U.S. Half Dime series. From 
a mintage of 324,000 coins, survivors of which are typically offered 
in circulated grades. 

PCGS#: 4405. 

Purchased from Essex North Rare Coins on April 13, 1990 

SEATED DIMES 


2073 1837 Breen-3216. No Stars. Large Date. AU-55 (NGC). Rich 
dove-gray surfaces with subdued luster beneath. The reverse has 
splashes of blue and iridescent toning, and both sides are overall 
sharp in definition. The No Stars coinage of 1837 were from two dif¬ 
ferent date styles that display either small or large digits. This first- 
year example begins a wonderful collection of Liberty Seated Dimes, 
with every issue represented in the lots to follow. 

PCGS#: 4561. 

Ex: R. Nelson Page Aspen Collection (Bowers and Merena) Lot 3199 


2074 1838-0 Breen-3218. No Stars. AU-58 (NGC). A later striking 
from rusted dies. Traces of frosty luster remain visible beneath pale 
gray and gold toning and iridescent accents. Some details are a trifle 
softly defined, a probable result of the advanced die state. This is the 
only New Orleans Mint issue in the No Stars Seated Dime series of 
1837-1838. The ‘38-0 is also the premier U.S. Dime from the 
Louisiana branch mint with a mintage of 406,034 pieces. 
Considerably more challenging to locate in AU and Mint State 
grades than the 1837 No Stars. 

PCGS#: 4564. 

Ex: Westchester Collection (Bowers and Merena) Lot 1596 

2075 1838 Breen-3221. Partial Drapery. AU-58 (NGC). Lustrous 
surfaces are adorned with mottled gold, blue, and sea-green irides¬ 
cence that is most prevalent on the obverse. As struck clashmarks are 
seen on both sides, one of which has resulted in “drapery folds” 
being added to Liberty’s right (facing) elbow. (Actually, this “drap¬ 
ery” is the remnants of clashmarks from the E in DIME that were 
not completely removed by repolishing of the die.) This is one of few 
clashed die varieties in the U.S. coinage series to be given a separate 
listing in the major coinage catalogs and encyclopedias. 

This is actually a clashed die with remnants from the E of DIME visible at Liberty’s 
elbow, giving the appearance that one of the Mint engravers attempted to add drap¬ 
ery to this die. 

PCGS#: 4570. 


2076 1839 Breen-3222. Normal Date. AU-58 (NGC). An example 
for the specialist who appreciates originality, both sides are mostly 
lustrous beneath a rich overlay of cobalt-blue, gold, and dove-gray 
toning. Lightly abraded, as befits the grade, yet free of singularly 
bothersome features. A minimally circulated, overall sharp represen¬ 
tative of the short-lived No Drapery Seated Dime of 1838-1840. 

PCGS#: 4571. 

Ex: Robison Collection (Stacks, February 10-13, 1982) Lot 1040 

2077 1839-0 Breen-3227. Small Mintmark. AU-55 (NGC). The 
otherwise pale gray surfaces are highlighted with splashes of olive- 
russet patina toward the borders. Pleasingly original, and retaining 
ample evidence of a sharp impression. Only two pairs of dies utiliz¬ 
ing the Small O reverse were used for production of the 1839-0 
Dime, along with four die pairs with the Large O. 

PCGS#: 4572. 

2078 1840 Breen-3228. No Drapery. AU-58 (NGC). The otherwise 
golden-gray surfaces reveal speckles of cobalt and reddish-russet ton¬ 
ing toward the denticles. Plenty of frosty mint luster is seen beneath 
these original colors. With a mintage of just under 1 million coins, 
the 1840 was produced in fewer numbers than any other Stars 
Obverse No Drapery Dime. 

^ ' PCGS#: 4573. 

Purchased from Edger of Vienna on November 27, 1982 

2079 1840-0 Breen-3231. No Drapery. Large O. AU-58 (NGC). 
Breen (1988) describes this variety as very rare. Rich golden-red iri¬ 
descence accents otherwise silver-gray surfaces. Crisply impressed with 
minimal highpoint rub and shimmering remnants of a lustrous finish. 
Conditionally scarce, and a find for the Seated Dime enthusiast. 

PCGS#: 4574. 

Purchased from Mike Graham on December 10, 1983 


2080 1840 Breen-3232. Drapery. AU-53 (NGC). Pleasing silvery 
gray surfaces with splashes of deeper toning outlining some of the 
devices. Ample remnants of satin luster are seen. The 377,500 1840- 
dated Dimes with Drapery on the obverse were all delivered in 
December of that year. Survivors are more difficult to locate than 
those of the similarly dated No Drapery issue. In fact, the NGC 
Census handily illustrates the relative rarity of these two deliveries: 
78 No Drapery examples have been certified at all levels, whereas 
only 13 Drapery pieces have been graded. 

PCGS#: 4578. 

Purchased from Jack Beymer on December 13, 1983 

2081 1841 Breen-3233. AU-58 (NGC). Light silver surfaces with 
splashes of gray and champagne toning drifting toward the periph¬ 
eries. Mostly brilliant, and quite attractive despite having seen very 
light circulation. Seemingly earmarked for inclusion in a high grade 
circulated type set. 

PCGS#: 4579. 

Purchased from Mike Graham on June 7, 1985 
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2082 1841-0 Breen-3238. Small O. AU-55 (NGC). The mostly sil¬ 
ver-gray surfaces reveal a slight lilac tint over much of the reverse. 
There are also olive and powder-blue highlights at the denticles of 
this boldly detailed survivor. A pleasing example despite the presence 
of some wispy abrasions. Varieties exist known as Closed Bud and 
Open Bud, a reference to the tiny berries within the reverse wreath. 
Open Bud coins, such as the present example, have these berries split 
down the middle. The Closed Bud coins are extremely rare. 

PCGS#: 4580. 

Purchased from Jim Payette on March 31, 1983 

2083 1842 Breen-3239. MS-63 (NGC). Attractive olive-gold and 
orange-russet iridescence decorates the otherwise steel-gray surfaces 
of this satiny example. A plentiful issue for the type collector, at least 
in circulated grades, the 1842 is quite scarce in Mint State grades at 
or above the Choice level. 

PCGS#: 4581. 



2084 1842-0 Breen-3240. Medium O. AU-58 (NGC). An important 
opportunity for the advanced specialist in Seated Liberty coinage to 
acquire this scarce branch mint issue. Grayish-brown surfaces with 
blue and iridescent toning splashed about. Despite a generous 
mintage of more than 2 million pieces, the ‘42-0 is a conditionally 
challenging delivery that is typically ofFered well circulated. Two dif¬ 
ferent mintmark variations are known, with most of the survivors 
displaying a Medium O. 

PCGS#: 4582. 

Ex: John Jay Pittman Collection (David Akers Numismatics, October 

21 - 23, 1997) Lot 594 

2085 1843 Breen-3242. MS-61 (NGC). Lustrous gray surfaces with 
wisps of light apricot iridescence evident as undertones. The strike is 
bold, if not sharp in all areas, and there are no individually men- 
tionable abrasions. While the 1843 (1.3 million pieces produced) is 
considered among the more plentiful Seated Dimes from the 1840s, 
we do not handle Mint State survivors with any degree ot regularity. 

PCGS#: 4583. 

l^urcbased from the South Carolina Coin Show on October 30, 1982 



2086 1843-0 Breen-3245. EF-45 (PCGS). This is an attractive and 
undeniably original example with pewter-gray patina over lightly cir¬ 
culated, yet still overall bold features. The number of wispy abrasions 
is relatively minimal for an O-mint silver coin that saw 15 points of 
wear. The 1843-0 started as a lower mintage issue with just 150,000 
pieces produced. When one considers that most of these coins saw 
heavy, if not terminal circulation, the importance of this Choice EF 
survivor should be obvious. An important bidding opportunity that 
is probably not soon to be repeated. The four obverse dies of this issue 
were mated with the Medium O reverse of the 1842-0 delivery. 

PCGS has only certified 12 examples of this date in all grades. The present example 
is one of three to receive the EF-45 grade, and there are only two finer (AU-53 and 
MS-65). 

PCGS#: 4584. 


Mint State 1844 
Seated Liberty Dime 

A Well Known Rarity in This Series 



2087 1844 Breen-3246. MS-61 (NGC). This is an uncommonly lus¬ 
trous representative of the issue that is certainly among the high¬ 
lights of the extensive Seated Dime offerings in this sale. Glistening 
satin features are evident as the coin rotates under a light, the out¬ 
ward appearance being dominated by rich, original, multicolored 
toning in steel-gray, reddish-orange, and cobalt-blue hues. 
Powerfully struck up with a single moderate abrasion in the right 
obverse field being noted for accuracy. As produced die file marks 
are evident in the reverse field between the tops of the letters NITE 
in UNITED and the border. 

To date, NGC has seen a mere six 1844 Dimes in all Mint Sates gades. 

PCGS#: 4585. 

Ex: Stacks, May 23, 1984, Lot 1558 


2088 1845 Breen-3249. Doubled Date. AU-58 (NGC). Satiny luster 
is veiled in attractive reddish-gray toning. A popular variety with 
repunching most readily evident on the final two digits in the date, 
although this feature is not noted on the NGC insert. Problem-free 
for the grade, and of obvious importance to variety specialists. 

PCGS#: 4586. 

Purchased from Edgar of Vienna on November 27, 1982 



2089 1845-0 Breen-3250. AU-53 (NGC). The otherwise steel-gray 
toning lightens to dove-gray hues over much of the reverse. This 
issue is not known for sharp striking detail, but the present survivor 
is better than most with light highpoint rub hardly inhibiting the 
overall bold appearance. Lighdy abraded, yet free of singularly 
detracting handling marks. In regard to the conditionally rare status 
of this issue, Breen (1988) simply states “usually in low grades...pro¬ 
hibitively rare Unc.” 

PCGS#: 4587. 

Purchased from Tim Jewison on April 25, 1983 
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Low Mintage 
1846 Seated Dime 

Important AU-58 PCGS Preservation 


2090 1846 Breen-3251. AU-58 (PCGS). Attractively toned sur¬ 
faces are predominantly steel-gray in sheen, although we do note 
some cobalt-blue highlights at certain angles. Minor die chips or 
rust marks within the final two digits of the date give the appear¬ 
ance of recutting, although such is not the case. A rare date with 
a mintage of just 31,300 coins, the 1846 boasts the lowest 
mintage of any Stars Obverse Seated Dime. It is also one of just 
six issues of this type with an original delivery of fewer than 
100,000 coins. The high grade (AU-Mint State) rarity of the 1846 
is nicely illustrated by the PCGS Population figures noted below. 
Just two examples have been certified AU-58 by PCGS, and there is only a single 
MS-63 representative finer. 

PCGS#: 4588. 


2091 1847 Breen-3253. AU-50 (NGC). This variety has all four dig¬ 
its in the date overlapping the base of the rock upon which Liberty 
is seated. In fact, the top of the 1 nearly touches the shield point. 
Mostly silver-gray in tone, both sides exhibit rich russet colored out¬ 
lines to most of the devices. Seemingly well struck, as evidenced by 
the overall bold definition that remains despite having seen 10 
points of wear. The mintage for this issue was limited to 245,000 
coins, and survivors are scarce-to-rare in virtually all grades. 

PCGS#: 4589. 

Ex: Stacks, November 9, 1982, Lot 1721 

2092 1848 Breen-3254. AU-55 (NGC). Pleasing pearl-gray surfaces 
with splashes of iridescent golden-apricot toning near the borders. 
Neither the striking quality nor the surface preservation (for the 
grade) are worthy of criticism. Although more plentiful than the 
1847, the 1848 (481,000 pieces produced) is deserving of careful 
consideration in grades at or near the Mint State threshold. 

PCGS#: 4590. 

Purchased from Mike Graham on March 28, 1984 

2093 1849 Breen-3255. AU-58 (NGC). Grayish-brown toning over 
subdued frosty luster. A light horizontal scratch is visible at left cen¬ 
ter of the obverse. This appears to be the Normal Date variety with¬ 
out any evidence of repunching. Widespread hoarding and melting 
through the early 1850s means that the 1849 is scarcer than an orig¬ 
inal mintage of 839,000 pieces might suggest. 

PCGS#: 4591. 

Purchased from John Giffin on July 27, 1983 



2094 1849-0 Breen-3262. Small O. AU-58 (NGC). An attractive 
example with remnants of mint luster beneath mottled reddish-rus¬ 
set toning. With the exception of the right peripheral stars on the 
obverse, all features are suitably bold for an early O-mint product. 
The Small O variety of the 1849-0 Dime is seldom encountered in 
any grade. When encountered at all, survivors, like those of the 
Large O variant, typically display extensive wear. We suspect that the 
present representative is probably one of the 10 finest ‘49-0 Small 
O Dimes available to todays specialists. 

PCGS#: 4592. 

Ex: Brazos Collection (Steve Ivy) Lot 348 

2095 1850 Breen-3263. AU-58 (NGC). Predominantly lustrous, 
golden-gray surfaces with pale champagne highlights. The date is 
high in the field, 185 touching and the 0 free from the base of 
Liberty’s rock. A smartly impressed example with minimal highpoint 

V, n rub and a few small abrasions scattered about. 

PCGS#: 4593. 

Purchased from the Camden South Carolina Coin Show on September 

26, 1981 

2096 1850-0 Breen-3264. Large O. AU-55 (NGC). Remnants of 
frosty luster are overlaid by splashes of dove-gray and cobalt-blue ton¬ 
ing. Light abrasions are noted, none of which are worthy of undue 
concern. Well balanced, and undeniably original. The 1850-0 is 
known in small, medium, and large mintmark varieties, AU and 
Mint State examples of which are difficult to locate in today’s market. 

NGC Census: I; with only 10 finer. 

PCGS#: 4594. 

Purchased from Jerry Phillips on November 19, 1982 

2097 1851 Breen-3267. AU-58 (NGC). Lovely pewter-gray toning is 
seen mostly on the obverse, the reverse exhibiting more of a silver-gray 
sheen. Both sides are predominandy lustrous with plenty of sharp 
striking definition in evidence. A problem-free, nearly Uncirculated 
survivor of this early 1850s issue from the Philadelphia Mint. 

PCGS#: 4595. 

Purchased from Norm Pullen on May 28, 1983 


2098 1851-0 Breen-3271. Large O. MS-61 (NGC). This is a satiny 
Mint State example with rich charcoal-gray toning and some irides¬ 
cent undertones evident at more direct angles. Hints of modest bright¬ 
ness are also seen in the fields as the coin dips into a light. There are 
no singularly conspicuous abrasions—an uncommon feature for the 
BU grade level. The 1851-0 was produced to the extent of 400,000 
pieces. This is a not an overly generous total, especially when one con¬ 
siders that circulation and/or melting took a heavy toll on all O-mint 
silver issues from the 1840s and early 1850s. One of the few Mint 
State survivors that we can remember handling in recent years. 

NGC Census: 1; 5 finer. 

PCGS#: 4596. 

Purchased from Summitt Rare Coins on May 22, 1992 
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2099 1852 Breen-3273. AU-58 (NGC). The date is set high in the 
field, but only the first three digits are joined to the base of the rock 
upon which Liberty is seated. The 1852 was produced in sizeable 
numbers for a Dime from this era, but we stress that many examples 
were probably melted in the years leading up to, as well as those 
immediately following, the passage of the Mint Act of February 21, 
1853. This fortunate survivor is partially lustrous beneath an overlay 
of warm dove-gray patina. Splashes of russet tinting gravitate toward 
select peripheral areas, but the sharp striking definition is seen 
throughout. The number of scattered abrasions is consistent with 
the grade. 

PCGS#: 4597. 



2100 1852-0 Breen-3275. AU-58 (PCGS). This year represents the 
last in which the New Orleans Mint struck Dimes to the weight 
standard of 2.67 grams. A rare issue, the 1852-0 is challenging to 
locate at all levels of preservation. This is an important near-Mint 
survivor with shimmering mint luster that is disturbed by only the 
lightest rub and small, scattered abrasions. Blushes of champagne 
and apricot iridescence overlay otherwise silver tinged features. A 
sharply detailed coin that would make a lovely addition to any spe¬ 
cialized Seated Dime collection. 

PCGS has graded three submissions as AU-58 with 12 finer coins through MS-64 

grade. 

PCGS#: 4598. 

Ex: Leonard J. Torok, M.D. Collection (Bowen and Merena. September 

14- 15, 1998) Lot 351 

2101 1851 Breen-1276. No Arrows. MS-62 (NGC). Sharply struck 
with blushes of olive and silver-gray iridescence over satin textured 
luster. We can find no mentionable handling marks. A splendid 
example of this important issue, which is another of the six deliver¬ 
ies of the type with an original mintage of fewer than 100,000 coins. 
In this particular instance, the mintage was 95,000 pieces, all of 
which were struck in February 1853, and most of which were 
undoubtedly melted to provide bullion for the new Arrows coinage. 
Breen (1988) states that Harold P. Newlin acquired a small group of 
Mint State 1853 No Arrows Dimes sometime before 1883, but we 
do n >t know whether the present example owes its existence to that 
source. 

PCGS#: 4599. 

2102 1853 Breen-3277. Arrows. MS-61 (NGC). Frosty in texture, 
the luster is suitably vibrant for the assigned grade. Splashes of 
peripheral apricot-gold and olive toning are noted, and all features 
are sharply struck. Similar to Breen-3279 with the date heavy and 
the 5 appearing closed, however, the digits are lower in the field and 
separated from the base of Liberty’s rock. Here is an opportunity to 
acquire a first-year Arrows, Stars Obverse Dime in full Mint State. 

PCGS#: 4603. 

Purchased from Stacks on December 10, 1982 


2103 1853-0 Breen-3281. Arrows. Open 5. AU-58. This variety has 
the digit 5 in the date open with the knob and cusp clearly separat¬ 
ed. With mottled, multicolored toning over satiny luster, this is an 
attractive example of the issue. The otherwise suitably sharp strike 
wanes noticeably on the obverse over Liberty’s head. 

Removed from an NGC AU-58 holder. 

PCGS#: 4604. 

Purchased from Stacks on December 10, 1982 

2104 1854 Breen-3282. Arrows. MS-63 (NGC). A splendid Choice 
quality representative, both sides glisten with frosty luster. The 
peripheries are toned with that on the obverse displaying vivid 
cobalt-blue and reddish-gold colors. Breen-3282, the Heavy Date 
variant of the 1854 Arrows Dime, is described by the author as 
“rare.” This variety was not known to Ahwash. 

PCGS#-. 4605. 

Ex: John Jay Pittman Collection (David Akers Numismatics, October 
21-23, 1997) Lot 619 

2105 1854-0 Breen-3285. Arrows. AU-58 (NGC). Lustrous 
throughout, both sides are toned in speckled champagne-russet and 
cobalt-blue shades. The devices are sharply impressed, the obverse 
impression being very slightly drawn to the right. Although the 
1854-0 was produced in respectable numbers by New Orleans Mint 
standards, this issue was considered rare in high grades until a small 
hoard of Uncirculated coins surfaces in December 1981. 

PCGS#: 4606. 

Purchased from J. J. Teaparty 

2106 1855 Breen-3289. Arrows. AU-55 (NGC). With an original, 
partially lustrous sheen and bold-to-sharp definition, this golden- 
gray example would fit comfortably into a high grade circulated type 
set. There are no abrasions that are out of context with the assigned 
grade. 

PCGS#: 4607. 

Purchased from Bowers and Merena 

2107 1856 Breen-3291. Large Date. AU-53 (NGC). Well struck with 
traces of original luster and wisps of both pale silver-gray toning and 
delicate golden undertones. There are no singularly bothersome 
abrasions on either side. After three years, the obverse arrows were 
dropped from the Seated Dime in 1856. Breen (1988) opines that 
most, if not all of the 150,000 pieces delivered on March 3 of that 
year display a large date logotype. Examples of this variety are more 
challenging to locate in all grades than those of the 1856 Small Date. 

PCGS#: 4610. 

Purchased from Eastern Coin Exchange 

2108 1856-0 Breen-3296. Large O. MS-63. This is a highly attractive 
example with satiny luster and slight traces of mirrored brightness in 
the fields. Perhaps the most significant visual feature is the undeni¬ 
ably original toning. Predominantly blue-gray in sheen, the patina- 
tion assumes a more vivid reddish-orange cast over the left reverse. 
Boldly impressed with not a single outwardly distracting bagmark. 
With a mintage of more than 1 million coins, the 1856-0 may 
appear common to the newer collector. This is hardly the case, how¬ 
ever, and survivors are particularly rare at the Choice-Gem levels of 
Mint State preservation. Sure to excite the specialist. 

Removed from a PCGS MS-63 holder. 

PCGS#: 4612. 

Ex: Von Stetten-Bauchenbach & Harvey E. Smith Collections (Bowen 

and Merena) Lot 1626 
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2109 1856-S Breen-3300. AU-58 (NGC). Nearly full satiny luster 
with lovely apricot-gray toning that brightens appreciably at more 
direct angles. Lightly abraded, particularly on Liberty’s head, yet 
uncommonly well preserved for the issue. The 1856-S (70,000 
pieces produced) is a historically significant coin as the premier U.S. 
Dime delivered in the San Francisco Mint. Since few, if any collec¬ 
tors were active in the California of the 1850s, those high grade cir¬ 
culated and Mint State examples that are available to today’s special¬ 
ists survived almost certainly by chance. Worthy of careful consider¬ 
ation. 

NGC Census: 6; with a further six finer. 

PCGS#: 4613. 

Purchased from Jim O’Donnell on January 1, 1999 

2110 1857 Breen-3302. AU-55 (NGC). Attractive silver-gray toning 
with traces of golden undertones evident at more direct angles. A rel¬ 
atively plentiful No Arrows, Stars Obverse issue, the 1857 is popu¬ 
lar among beginning date collectors as well as type collectors. 

PCGS#: 4614. 

Purchased from Jack Beymer on February 28, 1987 

2111 1857-0 Breen-3306. Medium O. AU-58 (NGC). Deep steel- 
gray toning envelops both sides, but there are also some iridescent 
undertones evident at a few angles. This is one of the more easily 
located New Orleans Mint Dimes with a sizeable (by the standards 
of the series) original mintage of 1.5 million pieces. 

PCGS#: 4615. 

2112 1858 Breen-3307. Closed 5. AU-58 (NGC). This near-Mint 
type candidate is overall sharp in strike with richly original toning. 
The otherwise steel-gray sheen deepens to charcoal-gray hues toward 
the peripheries. A few reverse abrasions around the denomination 
are noted for accuracy. 

PCGS#: 4616. 

Purchased from Norman Pullen 

2113 1858-0 Breen-3309. AU-53 (NGC). Warmly patinated in dove- 
gray shades, the surfaces are minimally worn with overall bold defi¬ 
nition. Problem-free for the grade with only a few scattered abra¬ 
sions. At the New Orleans Mint, Dime production dropped consid¬ 
erably in 1858 to just 200,000 pieces. Perhaps this was a result of the 
financial panic that gripped the nation during the course of the pre¬ 
vious year. Examples that have survived are almost always found in 
well worn condition. 

PCGS#: 4617. 

Purchased from the TINA on August 15, 1983 



2114 1858-S Breen-3310. AU-50. The otherwise silver-gray features 
reveal some deeper color here and there from light corrosion. The 
surfaces are also a bit subdued from a cleaning, but the eye appeal is 
enhanced by overall sharp definition. One of just 60,000 pieces pro¬ 
duced, most of which were lost to circulation on the frontier. A con¬ 
ditionally challenging issue that Breen (1988) describes as “rare.” 

PCGS#: 4618. 

Purchased from Kam Ahwash on March 10, 1983 

2115 1859 Breen-3311. AU-58 (NGC). A lovely example with 
smooth looking, satin finished surfaces and rich dove-gray toning. 
Both sides are sharply defined, and there are no outwardly distract¬ 
ing abrasions. Type collectors who value originality will surely appre¬ 
ciate this P-mint Seated Dime. 

PCGS#: 4619. 

Purchased from Excelsior Coin Gallery 



2116 1859-0 Breen-3312. Large O. MS-64 (PCGS). Shimmering 
with full mint luster, this softly frosted example is attractively toned 
in dominant antique gold hues. There are also rich charcoal-gray 
highlights at the obverse border and scattered around the reverse. We 
have no complaints about the strike, all features displaying crisp def¬ 
inition. The smooth looking, nearly Gem quality surfaces are also 
praiseworthy. While the 1859-0 is among the more easily obtain¬ 
able New Orleans Mint issues in the Seated Dime series, we stress 
that no delivery of this type from this branch mint should be con¬ 
sidered common at such a high level of Mint State preservation as 
MS-64. 

PCGS#: 4620. 

Purchased from Columbia South Carolina Coin Show on October 30, 

1982 



2117 1859-S Breen-3315. AU-58 (NGC). The Engraving 

Department at the Philadelphia Mint shipped 6 obverse dies west to 
the San Francisco Mint in November 1858 for the latter facility’s 
delivery of 1859-dated Dimes. The reverse dies of the 1859-S were 
leftover from previous years of S-mint Dime coinage. This richly 
toned example is overlaid in copper-gray hues that yield to a blush 
of antique silver patination over the left center reverse. The strike is 
a bit soft toward the upper obverse and lower reverse borders, but 
there is little in the way of wear on either side. Problem-free for the 
grade. With a limited original mintage of 60,000 pieces and a poor 
rate of survival, the 1859-S is scarce in all circulated grades and rare 
at the problem-free Choice AU level. 

PCGS#: 4621. 

Purchased from Tom Simmons 
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2118 1860-S Breen-3316. AU-53 (NGC). Unlike its similarly dated P 
and O-mint counterparts, the 1860-S was struck using the old Stars 
Obverse design of the Seated Liberty Dime. As one might suspect for 
a low mintage S-mint issue from this era, the ‘60-S is anything but 
common in todays market. In fact, even mid-grade (VF) examples 
should be considered scarce, with minimally circulated survivors 
being legitimately rare. Originally toned in “old silver” hues, the sur¬ 
faces are partially lustrous with hints of golden undertones evident 
at more direct angles. The strike is suitably bold, the devices dis¬ 
playing only minimal wear across the highest points of the design. 
Lightly abraded, yet free of distractions that are out of context with 
the assigned grade. One of just 140,000 pieces produced. 

NGC has certified just 13 examples in all AU grades. 

PCGS#: 4622. 

Ex: Public Auction Sale (Stacks, October 24 - 26, 1984) Lot 583 

2119 1860 Breen-3318. Type I Shield. AU-58 (NGC). The presence 
of detail from the vertical stripes in the obverse shield above the E in 
LIBERTY confirms the Breen attribution. This mostly evenly toned, 
silver-gray example offers remnants of mint luster and suitably sharp 
striking detail for the near-Mint type collector. 

PCGS#: 4631. 

Ex: Coin Galleries, February 11, 1987, Lot 1533 



2120 1860-0 Breen-3320. EF-45 (NGC). This year marks the last in 
which the New Orleans Mint produced Dimes until 1891. The 
facility’s seizure by Confederate forces in February 1861 occurred 
before the two 1861-dated obverses received from Philadelphia had 
been used for an 1861-0 delivery. Not only is the 1860-0 one of 
only two O-mint issues of the Legend Obverse type, but it is also 
one the keys to the entire Seated Dime series of 1837-1891. 
When we do handle a survivor of this 40,000-piece delivery, and 
that is not often, it typically grades no finer than VF. This important 
Choice EF representative is generally bold in detail despite some 
overall light wear and a bit of striking incompleteness at the left 
reverse wreath. Richly toned in lilac-gray patina with scattered abra¬ 
sions and a few shallow grazes in the fields. 

PCGS#: 4632. 

Ex: Russel! J. Logan & Gilbert G. Steinberg (Bowers and Merena, 

November 6 - 9, 2002) Lot 1225 

2121 1861 Breen-3322. Type II Shield. MS-62 (NGC). This high 
mintage issue required the preparation of 47 obverse and 46 reverse 
dies, the majority of the former most likely being of the Type II 
design. Softly frosted with untoned centers, both sides are peripher¬ 
ally patinated in golden-orange iridescence. A snappy-looking BU 
type candidate with just some wispy abrasions confirming the grade. 

PCGS#: 4633. 



2122 1861-S Breen-3323. AU-53 (NGC). This silver-gray example 
retains a few faint traces of original mint luster in the more protect¬ 
ed areas. This issue is typically found with more-or-less softness of 
strike, but we note that the present example exhibits emerging defi¬ 
nition over the higher points of the obverse devices. There is also 
some light wear over the highpoints on both sides, but neither 
reveals any singularly mentionable abrasions. A rare About 
Uncirculated survivor from a workhorse S-mint issue of just 
172,500 pieces. 

PCGS#: 4634. 

Ex: Murray, Swope, Young and Van Ormer Collection (Bowers and 

Merena, September 1985) Lot 753 

2123 1862 Breen-3325. AU-58 (NGC). This is a pleasing example 
with nearly complete luster and attractive toning in silver-gray and 
apricot shades. The surfaces are lightly abraded, as befits a silver coin 
that spent actual time in the avenues of commerce. This is the final 
year in which the Philadelphia Mint produced more than 500,000 
Dimes until 1871. 

PCGS#: 4635. 

Purchased from Stacks on December 10, 1982 

2124 1862-S Breen-3327. EF-45 (NGC). Rich charcoal-gray toning 
envelops both sides with some olive-gray tinting in evidence here 
and there. Liberty’s head on the obverse and the upper left reverse 
wreath are a bit soft in strike, as often seen on examples of this type, 
but the overall definition is suitably bold despite light rub from cir¬ 
culation. None of the scattered abrasions are sizeable or singularly 
distracting. The elusiveness of this issue in AU and Mint State grades 
means that Choice EF survivors such as the present coin represent a 
good value for Seated Liberty date collectors. Only 180,750 Dimes 
were produced in the San Francisco Mint in 1862. 

PCGS#: 4636. 



2125 1863 Breen-3328. MS-63 (PCGS). The outward appearance of 
this suitably bold example is one of a higher grade. There are, 
nonetheless, a few faint abrasions that seem to confirm the MS-63 
designation. Peripherally toned in mottled cobalt-blue shades with a 
sharply impressed obverse and just a few areas of striking incom¬ 
pleteness over the reverse wreath. Whereas the proofs of this issue 
were struck during nearly three months between March 5 and May 
26, all 14,000 business strike 1863 Dimes were coined in March. 
Survivors of the latter delivery are seen with much less frequency 
than proofs. 

PCGS has certified nine examples with 14 finer through MS-66. 

PCGS#: 4637. 

Ex: Blevins / Bodway Collection (Superior Galleries, June 5-7, 1988) 
Lot 4467 
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2126 1863-S Breen-3329. EF-45 (PCGS). While not as scarce as the 
preceding two S-mint deliveries in the Seated Dime series, the 1863- 
S is still an elusive issue with just 157,500 pieces produced. The oth¬ 
erwise silver-gray surfaces reveal splashes of olive-charcoal toning 
around Liberty’s portrait on the obverse and in a few of the more 
protected areas on the reverse. There are no areas of bothersome 
striking incompleteness—a noteworthy feature for the issue as well 
as the type—and the amount of remaining definition seems to sug¬ 
gest an AU designation. Generally smooth in outward appearance 
with none but the smallest abrasions evident upon closer inspection. 

PCGS#: 4638. 

Purchased from Liberty Coin Co. on July 12, 1985 


2127 1864 Breen-3331. AU-58 (NGC). The Philadelphia Mint regis¬ 
tered a delivery of just 11,000 business strike and 470 proof Dimes 
in 1864. This is a rare survivor of the former issue, the obverse dis¬ 
playing rich olive-charcoal toning that lightens to antique gold hues 
in the center. The reverse is mostly silver-gray in sheen, and both 
sides reveal blushes of original luster as the coin dips into a light. 
Smartly impressed, and free of singularly mentionable abrasions. An 
important bidding opportunity for the Seated Dime specialist. 

PCGS#: 4639. 

Purchased from Jim O’Donnell on July 29, 1984 

2128 1864-S Breen-3332. AU-58 (NGC). The light silver tinged 
patina that overlays both sides allows full appreciation of a predom¬ 
inantly lustrous, frosty textured sheen. The strike is generally sharp, 
yet not complete, and the number of wispy abrasions is well within 
the confines of the near-Mint grade level. The San Francisco Mint 
achieved a delivery of 230,000 Dimes in 1864 with four pairs of dies 
shipped from the Philadelphia Mint in October 1863. A scarce issue, 
particularly when minimally worn. 

PCGS#: 4640. 

Purchased from Brian Greer on August 19, 1992 


2129 1865 Breen-3333. AU-58 (NGC). Mottled copper-russet and 
steel-gray toning is seen on both sides with rich cobalt-blue shadings 
around the obverse periphery. This is the final Civil War Dime issue, 
and it is a low mintage coin with just 10,000 business strikes and 
500 proofs produced. Mint records show that all of the former were 
produced in April 1865, literally at the end of the Civil War since 
Lee surrendered at Appomattox Court House on April 9. This 
important piece is one of only four 1865 Seated Dimes graded AU 
at NGC. 

PCGS#: 4641. 

Ex: Long Beach Sale (Heritage, September 1999) Lot 5136 


2130 1865-S Breen-3334. EF-45 (PCGS). Although produced in lim¬ 
ited numbers, the 1865-S, like the other Civil War era S-mint 
Dimes, is an underrated rarity in both circulated and Mint State 
grades. Richly toned in “old silver” hues, both sides also reveal a few 
speckles of charcoal tinting. The S mintmark is softly impressed, as 
typical for the Breen-3334 variety, but all other features are suitably 
bold in detail for the type. Free of individually mentionable abra¬ 
sions. 

PCGS#: 4642. 

Purchased from Liberty Coin Co. on July 12, 1985 



2131 1866 Breen-3336. MS-61 (NGC). Breen (1988) states that cir¬ 
culation strike 1866 Dimes (just 8,000 pieces produced) were struck 
from proof dies in January of that year. The present example is semi¬ 
prooflike in finish, particularly on the obverse, but it is not to be 

\ confused with a more common specimen striking. The impression 
from the dies is sharp over all features save for Liberty’s head on the 
obverse and the ribbon that binds the wreath on the reverse. Both 
sides are richly toned, the base of silver-gray color displaying more 
vivid accents of reddish-orange and golden-blue colors. Lightly 
abraded, as befits the grade, yet possessed of uncommonly strong eye 
appeal for the BU level of preservation. 

PCGS#: 4643. 

Purchasedfrom Mike Graham on August 14, 1984 

2132 1866-S Breen-3337. AU-53 (NGC). Unevenness of strike is typ¬ 
ically a problem for San Francisco Mint Dimes from the late 1860s. 
This particular example, however, presents as bold with only mini¬ 
mal softness of detail in a few isolated areas. Both sides are richly 
toned in gunmetal-gray patina, there being none but a few wispy, 
not outwardly detracting abrasions. Certainly among the more 
appealing circulated survivors of this low mintage (135,000 pieces), 
conditionally challenging issue. 

The obverse die was cracked at the time of striking, evidence of which can be seen 

through the center of Liberty’s portrait. 

PCGS#: 4644. 



2133 1867 Breen-3339. AU-55 (NGC). Champagne, golden-gray, 
and blue toning adorns satin finished surfaces. This is an attractive 
example of a surprisingly elusive issue. This date has the lowest 
mintage of any Liberty Seated Dime issue with just 6,000 business 
strikes produced, all of which emerged from the presses on January 
29. Although some other issues may be rarer in the finest grades, 
there can be no doubt that high quality (AU-Mint State) 1867 
Dimes are important rarities. 

PCGS#: 4645. 
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2134 1867-S Breen-3341. AU-58 (NGC). The luster is nearly full, 
both sides exhibiting a frosty sheen that is perhaps a bit more vibrant 
on the reverse. Golden-gray in tone, the strike is among the sharpest 
that we have seen for any S-mint Dime from this era. Scattered light 
and moderate abrasions are noted, but the eye appeal is exceptional¬ 
ly strong for a circulated survivor of this important and conditional¬ 
ly rare issue. A small scrape in the obverse field behind Liberty’s head 
is noted. 

One of only nine 1867-S Dimes certified in all grades at NGC. 

PCGS#: 4646. 

Ex: Stuart C. Levine, M.D. Collection (Bowers and Merena, April 

10 - 12, 1986) Lot 2383 

2135 1868 Breen-3342. MS-62 (PCGS). The original finish is full and 
vibrant beneath rich toning, the fields exhibiting modest hints of 
brightness at more direct angles. Golden-blue undertones are also 
seen, but the outward appearance is one of lavender-charcoal toning. 
A sharply struck and not overly abraded BU representative of this, 
one of the more plentiful (in terms of total number of coins extant) 
P-mint Dimes from the 1860s. Conditionally scarce, nonetheless. 

PCGS has certified just four examples in MS-62 with 12 finer through MS-66. 

PCGS#: 4647 

Purchased from Summitt Rare Coins on August II, 1989 


2136 1868-S Breen-3 346. MS-61 (NGC). Silver-gray and olive-russet 
toning overlays lustrous, satiny surfaces. Very sharply struck, this is 
an important survivor from a mintage of only 260,000 pieces. 

lotal NGC population for this issue is just 14 coins, 11 examples of which grade 

MS-61 through MS-67. 

PCGS#: 4648. 

2137 1869 Breen-3348. AU-58 (NGC). The striking detail is suffi¬ 
ciently bold for the type, both sides also retaining ample remnants 
of a satin textured finish. The toning is a deep, rich blend of cobalt- 
blue, antique gold, russet, and charcoal-gray shades that speaks vol¬ 
umes about this coin’s originality. We are unable to locate a single 
abrasion that is worthy of mention. 

Nt,(. Census in all grades: 15 coins, only one of which grades AU-58 and 13 pieces 

of which are finer. 

PCGS#: 4649. 

Purchasedfrom Summitt Rare Coins on May 8, 1992 

2138 1869-S Breen-3349. AU-55. Production of Dimes at the San 
Francisco Mint ratcheted up to 450,000 pieces in 1869. While this 
total may seem paltry by today’s standards, it is actually the highest 
for this denomination, at this branch mint, for the entire decade of 
the 1860s. There is very little wear in evidence on either side of this 
originally toned, olive-gray survivor. Sharply struck and free of out¬ 
wardly distracting abrasions. Close inspection with a loupe reveals 
some light granularity in the planchet that is mosdy confined to the 
reverse. 

PCGS#: 4650. 

Ex: Douglas Weaver Rare Coins, Lot 7146 



2139 1870 Breen-3350. MS-64 (NGC). Originality is a hallmark of 
both sides, the otherwise cobalt-blue toning yielding to golden hues 
at the denticles. The strike is overall sharp and generally free of crit¬ 
icism, and the otherwise frosty textured luster thins to the most 
modest hints of brightness in the fields. A small abrasion in the right 
obverse field is all that seems to bar this conditionally scarce exam¬ 
ple from an even higher grade. 

NGC Census: 13; 11 finer. 

PCGS#: 4651. 

Purchased from the 1996 Fun Show 


2140 1870-S Breen-3352. AU-50 (NGC). Although six pairs of dies 
were shipped to San Francisco for this delivery, it seems probable 
that only a single marriage was used to deliver all 50,000 examples 
of the 1870-S Dime. With such a paltry original delivery, it should 
come as no surprise that the ‘70-S is an elusive coin at all levels of 
preservation. Most survivors offered either at auction or for direct 
sale display considerable evidence of wear, and a not insignificant 
number are porous. Not so the present AU example. The surfaces are 
problem-free for the grade with dove-gray toning that lightens a bit 
on the reverse. The few moderate size abrasions are well scattered, 
and most devices are at least bold in definition. A coin that should 
have little trouble finding its way into a specialized collection of 
Seated Liberty coinage. 

NGC Census: I; 15 finer. 

PCGS#: 4652. 

Ex: Russell B. Patterson Collection (Bowers and Merena, March 25 - 26, 
1985) Lot 677 

2141 1871 Breen-3353. AU-58 (NGC). This is a delightful example 
with intense reddish-lilac, cobalt-blue, and champagne-russet toning 
overlapping considerable remnants of mint luster. The occasional 
abrasion is seen in the fields. Since mintage figures of P-mint Dimes 
increased significantly beginning in 1871, it is survivors from this 
decade that are often chosen by collectors to represent the Legend 
Obverse type. 

PCGS#: 4653. 

Ex: Frank E. Hollar, Jr. Collection (Harmer Rooke Numismatists, 

December 2, 1988) Lot 303 






Page 16 


Bowers and Merena Auctions 




Jim Gray’s North Carolina Collection 


Incredible Mint State 
1871 -CC Dime 

Condition Census Standing 


2142 1871-CC Breen-3357. MS-62 (NGC). Although the Carson 
City Mint began coinage operations in 1870, the initial delivery 
of Dimes did not take place until February of the following year 
when 6,400 1871-CC examples were delivered. A further 13,700 
pieces followed for a total mintage of just 20,100 coins. Since 
there was essentially no collector interest in CC-mint coinage at 
the time of production, virtually the entire mintage entered cir¬ 
culation and remained there for many years. In addition, the sur¬ 
vival rate of this issue was further diminished by the Carson City 
Mint’s practice of using pure Comstock silver for its earliest deliv¬ 
eries. While this “shortchanging” of the annealing process saved 
time in production, the resulting coins were subject to corrosion 
and porosity to a much greater degree than similarly dated exam¬ 
ples from the other operational Mints. 

Simply put, this is one of the finest 1871-CC Dimes extant, and 
it is one of the most significant silver offerings in this sale. The 
surfaces are lustrous throughout with a soft, satiny sheen. 
Untoned save for mottled golden-russet iridescence that is more 
extensively distributed over the reverse. The strike is uncommon¬ 
ly sharp in all areas with some emerging definition over the upper 
left reverse wreath that is particularly noteworthy for the type. 
Minor shelf doubling is also seen over select features in the 
wreath. There are no mentionable abrasions, and we are also 
unable to locate a single pedigree marker. To the best of our 
knowledge, this is the first auction appearance for this important 
coin, and it not likely to reappear on the market in the near 
future. 

The Carson City Mint began operations in 1870 and was a direct result of gold 
and, especially, silver discoveries in the region. While gold was mined in Nevada 
since 1849, the Comstock Lode was discovered a decade later in 1859. The 1911 
edition of The Encyclopedia Britannica discusses this silver discovery: “In 1859 
the discovery of the famous Comstock Lode in Western Nevada led to the build¬ 
ing of Virginia City, a prosperous community on the side of a mountain where 
human beings under ordinary conditions would not have lived, and eventually 
brought a new state into existence.” 

Combined NGC and PCGS population for Mint State 1871-CC Seated Dimes 
is a mere six coins that range in grade from MS-61 through MS-65. This paltry 
total confirms the Condition Census standing of the example in this lot. 

PCGS#: 4654. 

Ex: 55th Anniversary Sale (Stacks, October 17 -18, 1990) Lot 570 



2143 1871-S Breen-3355. AU-58 (NGC). The obverse has pale 
heather-gray and light blue toning whereas the reverse is toned in 
more vivid champagne-gold tinting. While the San Francisco Mint 
produced relatively large (for the era) quantities of other silver and 
gold denominations in 1871, the Dime seems to have been in much 
less demand with the result that only 320,000 pieces were produced. 
The striking characteristics of the 1871-S are similar to those of the 
1870-S with isolated areas of softness of detail on both sides. 

PCGS#: 4655. 

Purchased from Mike Graham on November 16, 1984 

2144 1872 Breen-3358. AU-58 (NGC). Rich cobalt-blue and orange- 
russet peripheral shadings frame brilliant centers. Sharply struck in 
most areas with the expected number of wispy abrasions for a light¬ 
ly circulated example. 

\ PCGS#: 4656. 

Purchased from Stacks on December 10, 1982 


2145 1872-CC Breen-3361. AU-55. Sharply struck throughout, the 
surfaces are uncommonly free of sizeable circulation marks for a CC- 
mint coin. Both sides, however, have been cleaned and subsequent¬ 
ly retoned in deep charcoal shades. Nevertheless, this is an important 
survivor of this second-year Carson City Mint Dime delivery with 
an original mintage of just 35,480 pieces. It is perhaps significant 
that our sale of the Eliasberg Collection included a ‘72-CC that 
graded only VF. 

There are two known die marriages of the 1872-CC Seated Dime. Breen (1988) is 
not sure whether both of the obverses that the Engraving Department in 
Philadelphia prepared for this delivery were used, but he does report that two differ¬ 
ent reverse dies were employed. That represented by the present example is the same 
used to strike the 1873-CC No Arrows Dime that we are also offering in this sale, 
albeit in an earlier state with the as struck crack through the mintmark just begin¬ 
ning to form. 

PCGS#: 4657. 

Ex: Stacks, June 20 - 21, 1985, Lot 99 


2146 1872-S Breen-3360. AU-58 (NGC). A conditionally rare offer¬ 
ing, this richly toned example is a survivor from an original mintage 
of just 190,000 pieces. The base color on both sides is one of cop¬ 
per-gray shade, but one can also see more vivid champagne-apricot 
and golden-blue shadings as the coin rotates under a light. We have 
no complaints about the strike, and the relative (for the grade) lack 
of distracting abrasions is also a praiseworthy feature. 

NGC Census: just 14 coins in all grades. 

PCGS#: 4658. 

Purchased from Bob Everette on November 29, 1984 
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2147 1873 Breen-3363. No Arrows. Closed 3. Doubled Date. AU- 
58 (NGC). This variety was discovered by Kenneth R. Hill and first 
reported in the March 1979 edition of The Gobrecht Journal. It is 
attributable by the remnants of previously entered digits to the left 
of the bases of the 1, 7, and 3 in the date. Richly toned in copper- 
gray shades, there are also suggestions of powder-blue tinting around 
much of the obverse periphery. The razor sharp strike is anything but 
common for the Legend Obverse type, and the surfaces have sur¬ 
vived a short stint in circulation without acquiring any singularly 
noteworthy abrasions. Examples of this issue were delivered between 
January 15 and February 28, 1873, after which the Mint changed 
the 3 so that the date would not be confused with 1878. 

PCGS#: 4659. 

Purchased from David Lange 


2148 1873 Breen-3364. No Arrows. Open 3. MS-62 (NGC). Unlike 
its similarly dated Closed 3 counterpart, the 1873 No Arrows was 
produced solely in business strike format. This is a rare issue and it is 
likely that many of the 60,000 pieces originally produced were melt¬ 
ed as undistributed in the Mint in order to provide bullion for the 
new Arrows coinage. A fortunate survivor, the coin in this lot is bril¬ 
liant with the exception of a few delicate golden tinged wisps. Sharp 
striking detail is noted throughout, but we are unable to locate any 
abrasions that arc worthy of undue concern. One of only seven Mint 
State examples known to NGC, and a definite find for the specialist. 

PCGS#: 4660. 

Purchased from Mike Graham on November 16, 1984 

2149 See Facing page, Page 19. 

2150 1873 Breen-3366. Arrows. AU-58 (NGC). This richly toned 
example displays original dove-gray coloration. With no areas of 
bothersome striking incompleteness and a smooth looking sheen, 
this near-Mint example would fit nicely into a first-year type set. 

PCGS#: 4665. 

Purchased from Norman fallen 


1873-CC Arrows 
Dime Rarity 

Problem-Free AU Preservation 


2151 1873-CC Breen-3371. Arrows. AU-50 (NGC). The 1873- 
CC is one of only two Carson City Mint issues in the short-lived 
Arrows Seated Dime series of 1873-1874. While not as elusive as 
the ‘74-CC, the ‘73-CC is still a legitimately rare issue that is 
especially difficult to locate with problem-free surfaces. Not only 
is the present example free of detracting porosity and singularly 
bothersome abrasions, but it retains plenty of bold definition with 
only light highpoint wear in evidence. The strike, while a tad soft 
over Liberty’s head on the obverse and a few features in the reverse 
wreath, is uncommonly sharp for the type. Both sides are richly 
toned in dominant dove-gray shades that yield to a blush of 
cobalt-blue tinting at the upper right border. Worthy of a premi¬ 
um quality bid. 

Struck from the same reverse die as the J872-CC, 1873-CC No Arrows, and 
1874-CC examples in this collection, as identifiable by the crack (as made) 
through the CC mintmark. 

NGC Census: 1; with a mere three finer, all of which grade MS-65 
(resubmissions'). 

PCGS#: 4666. 


2152 1873-S Breen-3369. Arrows. AU-58 (NGC). Attractively 
toned in silver-gray and champagne-apricot iridescence, this mini¬ 
mally worn survivor retains ample evidence of a sharp strike. Lightly 
abraded, yet possessing blushes of original luster in many areas. With 
a much smaller mintage of 455,000 coins, the 1873-S Arrows is 
scarcer than the 1873 Arrows and, thus, would make a worthwhile 
addition to an advanced type set. 

PCGS#: 4667. 

Purchasedfrom Mike Graham on November 16, 1984 

2153 1874 Breen-3372. Arrows. AU-58 (NGC). Remnants of satiny 
luster are visible beneath dove-gray and iridescent toning. A lovely 
example for the grade with sharp striking definition and no distrac¬ 
tions of note. While not a rare issue, demand for this two-year type 
keeps prices strong and availability limited. 

PCGS#: 4668. 

Purchased from Larry Briggs on July 6, 1991 
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Unique 1873-CC No Arrows Dime 

The Eliasberg Specimen 



2149 1873-CC Breen-3365. No Arrows. Closed 3. MS-65 (NGC). The Carson City Mint delivered its first 1873-dated 
Dimes on February 5 of that year. A total of 12,400 pieces were struck on that date using a single obverse die and one of the 
leftover reverses of the 1872-CC delivery. The obverse die displayed a Closed 3 with no arrows flanking the date. For years, 
numismatic scholars have believed that none of these coins were placed into circulation and that, rather, the entire mintage 
with the exception of those pieces reserved for assay purposes was retained at the Mint. The fate of these coins was certain¬ 
ly melting, the bullion being utilized for production of the slightly heavier 1873-CC Arrows Dimes authorized by the Mint 
Act of February 12, 1873. As for the assay pieces, they were shipped to the Philadelphia Mint and reserved for inspection by 
the annual commission that met on February 11,1874 to review the coinage of the previous year. Using destructive tests, 
the Assay Commission evaluated the coins’ weight and precious metal content. Those examples not tested were later melted 
or, in some cases, placed into circulation. 

We are certain that this fully lustrous, virtually pristine Gem is a former Assay Commission coin that was not tested. It 
was not, of course, destroyed, and the level of surface preservation also indicates that this piece was definitely not placed into 
circulation. We believe that this 1873-CC No Arrows Dime was set aside at the Philadelphia Mint after the Assay 
Commission convened. The preservation of this coin was certainly intentional, as it has obviously been handled with great 
care since the day of striking. Perhaps a Mint employee, or even the curator of the Mint Cabinet, recognized this coin’s 
importance and obtained it for face value. If this did happen, then at some point over the next 35 years the Mint’s apprais¬ 
al of this piece’s importance seems to have diminished because it had no qualms about releasing it into the numismatic com¬ 
munity as part of a mixed cache of coins. 

During the early part of the 20th century, John W. Haseltine and Stephen K. Nagy dominated the Philadelphia numis¬ 
matic scene. Their close ties with Mint personnel allowed them to obtain many spectacular rarities and disseminate them 
into collectors’ hands. Thus, for example, did the hobby learn of the existence of 1884 and 1885-dated Trade Dollars in 
1907-1908. A year later, in 1909, Haseltine and Nagy sold a pair of 1877 Fifty Dollar Half Union patterns for the then 
extraordinary sum of $10,000 each. Up until this time, these specimens were unknown to numismatists. The buyer was 
William H. Woodin, later Secretary of the Treasury under President Franklin D. Roosevelt. Apparently, Woodin’s acquisi¬ 
tion of these coins was followed by an uproar over whether or not these patterns should have ever left the Mint. Giving in 
to the pressure, Haseltine and Nagy agreed to return the Half Unions to the Mint in exchange for “several crates” of coins, 
most of which were patterns. These patterns, which went into the Woodin Collection, were used by numismatic researcher 
Edgar H. Adams, his work with them eventually leading to the 1913 publication of the Adams-Woodin pattern reference. 

Although not confirmed, we believe that a solitary 1873-CC No Arrows Dime, the present example, was included in the 
crates of coins that Haseltine and Nagy acquired from Mint officials. This make senses because Woodin obtained the ‘73- 
CC No Arrows Dime at around that time, later displaying it at the 1914 ANS Exhibit. Wayte Raymond auctioned some of 
Woodin’s collection, along with that of H.O. Granberg, in his May 19-21, 1915 sale entitled “Collection of a Prominent 
American.” The 1873-CC No Arrows Dime was included in Woodin’s consignment, and the successful bidder was Rudolf 
Kohler, a prominent New York numismatist. The next owner of note was Charles M. Williams, a Cincinnati businessman, 
who then consigned it, along with several other rarities that included a Class I (“Original”) 1804 Silver Dollar, to the 1950 
sale of the Adolphe Menjou Collection. The cataloger, Abe Kosoff, understood the rarity of the 1873-CC No Arrows Dime, 
but he did not recognize its unique status. Two bidders at the sale, however, did have an accurate assessment of this coin’s 
significance. 

Among the bidders at the Menjou Collection sale was Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr., who had flown in from Baltimore with the 
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express purpose of buying two coins: the 1853-0 No Arrows Half Dollar and the 1873-CC No Arrows Dime. Eliasberg 
acquired the Half for $890, but for the Dime he faced considerable competition from dealer James Kelly. The bidding opened 
at $1,100, and Eliasberg remained in the fray until convinced that Kelly had no limit. When the gavel fell, Kelly and co-pur¬ 
chaser Sol Kaplan were the winners, acquiring the coin for $3,650. Kelly did not own the coin for long, however, selling it 
to Eliasberg on November 7 of the same year. The acquisition of the 1873-CC No Arrows Dime allowed Eliasberg to finish 
his complete his set of U.S. coinage. 

Our sale of the Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr. Collection saw the 1873-CC No Arrows Dime offered on May 22, 1996 as lot 1198. 
Noted numismatist Waldo Bolen was the successful bidder at that sale. Bolen had spent years building a complete set of U.S. 
Dimes. Although he had already sold that set, which was complete save for the 1873-CC No Arrows, he acquired this piece 
for the satisfaction of knowing that he had once owned an example of every single U.S. Dime issue. Bolen then became 
enamored with 1873-dated Carson City Mint coinage, deciding to build a complete 11-coin set around the unique No 
Arrows Dime. This task he also completed, the fruits of his labor appearing at auction in April of 1999. 

The Eliasberg specimen of the 1873-CC No Arrows Dime that we are offering in this lot is lustrous with a glistening, satiny 
sheen. Both sides are lightly patinated in golden iridescence that deepens ever-so-slightly to apricot and powder-blue hues in select 
peripheral areas. The strike is sharp, if not full, throughout, and there are no abrasions that would call into question the validity 
of the Gem designation. A pair of tiny ticks in the reverse field below the M in DIME, however, are noted for accuracy. 

The reverse die used to strike this coin is the same that the Mint used to strike the 1872-CC example in this collection, albeit it in a later state with a prominent crack (as struck) through 
the CC mintmark and over the right (facing) ribbon end. There are also a few other spindly cracks over the outer leaves in the lower wreath. This reverse die was also used to deliver 
1873-CC Arrows and 1874-CC Seated Dimes. On the obverse, a loupe reveals die polish lines (also as produced) on Liberty’s portrait. 

Ex: U.S. Mint Collection; William H. Woodin, 1909, acquired as part of “several crates” of mostly pattern coins traded by the Mint for the return of two 1877 
Fifty Dollar Half Unions; 1914 ANS Exhibit; “Collection of a Prominent American” (Wayte Raymond, 5/1915); Rudolph Rud Kohler Collection; unknown 
intermediaries; Charles M. Williams Collection; consigned by Williams to the Adolphe Menjou Collection sale (Abe Kosoff, 6/15/1950), where it sold for $3,650; 
James Kelly and Sol Kaplan; Louis £ Eliasberg. Sr., November 7, 1950, acquired from James Kelly as the last piece needed for his complete collection of U.S. 
coinage; Louis E. Eliasberg Sr. Collection (Bowers and Merena. 5/1996), lot 1198, where it realized $550,000; Waldo Bolen; Central States Numismatic Society 
Signature Sale—The Waldo Bolen Collection (Heritage. 4/1999), lot 5928, where it realized $632,500; the present consignor. 


Key Date 1874-CC Seated Dime 

Noteworthy AU-53 Grade at NGC 


2154 1874-CC Breen-3376. Arrows. AU-53 (NGC). Among 
Legend Obverse Seated Dimes, few can compare with the rarity 
of the 1874-CC Arrows. This issue was produced to the extent of 
just i0,817 pieces. While we suspect that Breen's 1988 estimate of 
“possibly 6-8 known” is a bit on the low side, this is an undeni¬ 
ably important issue that, when present in a collection at all, is apt 
to be represented by a low grade and/or problem example. Take 
for instance the Eliasberg Collection, whose 1874-CC graded 
only VG. In fact, the only ‘74-CC Dime finer than the present 
example that we can recall handling is the Norweb coin. 

Clearly, this problem-free About Uncirculated coin represents an 
important bidding opportunity for specialists. The surfaces are 
well preserved enough to qualify (probably) for low end 
Condition Census standing with only light highpoint rub and an 
uncommonly bold strike. The toning is rich and original with 
charcoal-gray shades that appear to deepen ever-so-slightly toward 
the borders. None of the wispy abrasions are outwardly distract¬ 
ing or individually mentionable. 

1874 is the third and final year in which this particular reverse die was used by 
the Carson City Mint to strike Seated Dimes. The present example displays a 
slightly rough texture (as struck) that indicates considerable wear to this die. 
Combined NGC and PCGS Population: 1; 5 finer. 

PCGS#: 4669. 


2155 1874-S Breen-3375. Minute S. MS-61 (NGC). The otherwise 
untoned surfaces are splashed in iridescent russet, gold, and cobalt- 
blue patina. The overall sharply impressed features are suitably lus¬ 
trous for the grade with a smattering of wispy abrasions. As an issue, 
the 1874-S (240,000 pieces produced) is a conditionally challenging 
issue, although it has suffered somewhat from living in the shadow 
of its similarly dated CC-mint counterpart. Breen (1988) describes 
the Minute S variety as “rare.” 

PCGS#: 4670. 

Ex: Stacks, January 16 - 18, 1990, Lot 157 

2156 1875 Breen-3377. MS-62 (NGC). Fully lustrous with satin tex¬ 
tured surfaces that are overlaid in blended rainbow colored toning. 
The reverse is a bit bluntly struck, but the obverse is sharper, and 
both sides are silent on the subject of individually bothersome han¬ 
dling marks. 

PCGS#: 4672. 

Purchased at the ANA Show on August 21, 1985 
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2157 1875-CC Breen-3382. Mintmark Above Bow. Wide CC. MS- 
61 (NGC). The lustrous, satiny, and ivory tinged surfaces are 
accented in wisps of champagne tinting. The obverse impression is 
overall sharp, that on the reverse revealing a few areas of softer defi¬ 
nition here and there. We are unable to locate any abrasions of note, 
but the reverse exhibits several interesting die breaks (as struck) that 
include a retained cud at lower right border. From 1875 through 
1877, demand for smaller denomination coinage seemed to increase 
considerably in the Carson City area, this resulting in relatively size¬ 
able mintages. The 1875-CC is, therefore, a strong candidate to rep¬ 
resent this branch mint in a type set. 

PCGS#: 4673. 

Purchased from Quinton King at 1996 Fun Show 



2158 1875-CC Breen-3384. Mintmark Below Bow. MS-65 (NGC). 
While the 1875-CC is among the more plentiful CC-mint issues in 
the Seated Dime series, those coins with the mintmark below the 
bow are in the minority among survivors. Gems of both variants are 
rare. Wonderfully original, the surfaces are fully lustrous with a soft¬ 
ly frosted finish beneath splashes of sea-green, reddish-orange, and 
golden iridescence. The generally sharp, distraction-free features 
would stand for nothing less than a Gem designation. 

NGC Census: 8; only one is finer. 

PCGS#: 4674. 

Purchased from Norman Pullen 

2159 1875-S Breen-3378. Mintmark Above Bow. MS-62 (NGC). 
Fully lustrous with satiny surfaces and iridescent champagne-russet 
toning that appears to drift toward the obverse border. The reverse is 
brilliant save for delicate champagne highlights at the denticles. 
Struck from a shattered reverse die, yet sharply detailed on both sides 
with no post-production distractions of note. In 1875, mintmark 
variations exist for both the Carson City and San Francisco Mints, 
with the placement either inside the wreath or below the ribbon 
bow. Among Carson City coinage, those with mintmark below the 
ribbon bow appear to be scarcer, while for San Francisco Mint issues, 
the opposite is the case. 

PCGS#: 4677. 

Purchased from Jack Beymer on August 23, 1990 

2160 1875-S Breen-3379. Mintmark Below Bow. Minute S. MS-61 
(NGC). This pleasingly toned, apricot-gray survivor is free of both 
bothersome striking incompleteness and singularly mentionable 
bagmarks. A fully lustrous representative of the type. 

PCGS#: 4676. 

Ex: Greater New York Convention Sale (Stacks, May 2-4, 1990) Lot 

380 

2161 1876 Breen-3386. Type I. MS-62 (NGC). Beautifully toned, 
the obverse is overlaid in slightly mottled olive-orange patina. The 
reverse, while equally original, displays a rose-gray center within 
cobalt-blue and golden-orange peripheral shadings. Average for the 
type, if not slightly above, the strike is bold in most areas. 
Shimmering mint luster is seen as the coin rotates under a light, the 
grade most likely being confirmed by wispy abrasions. 

Struck from the old (1860-1877) reverse hub, as identifiable by the location of the E 

in DIME relative to the leaf directly below. The Breen-3386 variety is also attribut¬ 
able by the small knob on the 6 in the date. 

PCGS#: 4679. 

Purchased from Coin Gallery 


2162 1876-CC Breen-3397. Doubled Die Reverse. MS-62 (PCGS). 
This crisply impressed representative is awash in mottled steel-blue 
and lilac-gray shades. The luster is satiny in texture, and the surfaces 
appear uncommonly distraction-free for the BU level of preservation. 

The reverse doubling is most readily evident on the E in ONE and the E in DIME. 
PCGS#: 4680. 

Ex: Bowers and Merena, Lot 119 

2163 1876-S Breen-3393. Type I. MS-62 (NGC). A pleasing BU 
example with satiny luster that is accented by splashes of iridescent 
reddish-gold toning. Bold-to-sharp in strike, and possessed of mod¬ 
est hints of brightness in the fields. According to Breen (1988), the 
sizeable mintages of Dimes from 1875 through 1877 were intended 
to retire Ten Cent Fractional notes. 

PCGS#: 4681. 

Ex: Coin Galleries, February 27, 1985, Lot 1903 

2164 1877 Breen-3402. Type 11. MS-62 (NGC). Pale grayish-brown 
toning overlays both sides with full satin luster beneath. This well 
struck example would fit comfortably into a Mint State type set. 

PCGS#: 4682. 

Purchased from Heritage 

2165 1877-CC Breen-3406. Type I. MS-63 (NGC). Very sharply 
struck with shimmering frosty luster, both sides are accented in mot¬ 
tled champagne-silver iridescence. The number of wispy abrasions is 
consistent with the Choice designation. A lovely Mint State repre¬ 
sentative of Seated Dime coinage at the Carson City Mint. 

This coin was struck from what appears to be a doubled reverse die with the dou¬ 
bling most noticeable on the letters in ONE DIME. The die does not, however, 
appear to be the same as that represented by the 1876-CC Doubled Die example 
offered above. 

PCGS#: 4683. 

Ex: St. John’s Abbey Collection (Harmer Rooke Numismatists, November 
13, 1986) Lot 214 

2166 1877-S Breen-3404. Type II. Tall S. MS-61 (PCGS). The satin 
finished surfaces are overlaid in mottled steel-blue and champagne- 
russet iridescence with the former shade dominant on the obverse. A 
smartly impressed example whose surfaces appears smooth enough 
to warrant consideration at a finer grade level. 

PCGS#: 4684. 

Purchased from the ANA Show on August 7, 1986 

2167 1878 Breen-3412. Type II. MS-62 (NGC). BU quality type col¬ 
lectors who appreciate originality would be wise to enter strong bids 
for this richly toned example. The otherwise russet-gray coloration 
reveals bright rainbow tinged highlights as the coin rotates under a 
light. There are no areas of worrisome striking softness, nor can we 
find a noteworthy abrasion. Perhaps a bit subdued in the luster cat¬ 
egory, this precluding a Choice assessment. 

PCGS#: 4685. 

Purchased from Bob Everette on March 25, 1985 


2168 1878-CC Breen-3414. Type II. MS-64 (NGC). After producing size¬ 
able numbers of Dimes in 1875, 1876, and 1877, the Carson City Mint 
delivered just 200,000 pieces in 1878. This year also proved to be the last 
in which the Nevada branch mint struck silver coins of this denomination. 
This is among the more vibrant survivors that this cataloger has seen, the 
centers exhibiting reddish-gray toning within more-or-less extensive gold 
and blue peripheral accents. Sharply struck throughout with surfaces that 
are expectandy distraction-free for the near-Gem level. Conditionally 
scarce, and difficult to surpass at the major grading services. 

PCGS#: 4686. 
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2169 1879 Breen-1415. Repunched Date. MS-63 (NGC). Breen 
(1988) lists four different obverse dies for this issue, a somewhat sur¬ 
prising total given a business strike mintage of just 14,000 pieces. The 
otherwise softly frosted luster thins to modest brightness in the fields. 
Delicate steel-gray iridescence decorates both sides, there also being 
pale golden-blue rim accents evident at direct angles. Sharply struck, 
as befits the issue, with a noteworthy lack of detracting abrasions. 

PCGS#: 4687. 

2170 1880 Breen-3419. MS-62 (NGC). This originally preserved 
example is overlaid in tan-gray toning with more vivid golden 
undertones. The original finish is particularly vibrant on the reverse, 
the fields revealing modest hints of brightness at certain angles. A 
well struck survivor from an original mintage of just 37,355 pieces. 

PCGS#: 4688. 

2171 1881 Breen-3420. MS-61 (NGC). Somewhat deeply toned in char¬ 
coal and russet shades, both sides are sharply struck. Subdued luster 
and an obverse scrape in the field below the date are the most likely 
grade-defining features. This issue is popular at all levels of preservation 
due to a limited business strike mintage of 24,000 pieces. 

PCGS#: 4689. 

Ex: Coin Galleries, August 19, 1987, Lot 2047 

2172 1882 Breen-3421. MS-64 (PCGS). This is a gorgeous Seated 
Dime irrespective of date, both sides being drenched in intense 
frosty luster. Rich, mottled, reddish-russet and orange-gold toning 
adheres to the peripheral features and frames essentially brilliant cen¬ 
ters. Sharply struck with the exception of one or two highpoints, the 
surfaces are every bit as smooth as one should expect for the high end 
Choice designation. 

PCGS#: 4690 

Purchased from Superior Galleries 

2173 1883 Breen-3424- MS-64 (PCGS). This mostly brilliant near 
Gem reveals the barest traces of golden-russet color at the denticles. 
The striking detail is sufficiently bold, and there are none but the 
most trivial abrasions. 

PCGS#: 4691. 

Purchased from Numismania on August 11, 2000 

2174 1884 Breen-3425. MS-64 (NGC). Fully brilliant silver surfaces 
with softly frosted luster. This is a delightful example that offers a 
nice combination of high technical grade, eye appeal, and a more 
affordable price. Attractive coins at the MS-64 grade level provide 
great value, in our opinion. 

PCGS#: 4692. 

Ex. Tower Hill (Bowers and Merena) Lot 2183 



2175 1884-S Breen-3426. Small S. MS-63 (NGC). Sharply struck 
throughout with brilliant silver-white centers and whispers of cham¬ 
pagne-apricot peripheral iridescence. Powerfully impressed with 
only a few stray bagmarks ruling out an even higher Choice grade. 
Although the San Francisco Mint concentrated on striking Morgan 
Dollars in the years from 1878 to 1883, it returned to Dime pro¬ 
duction in 1884 with a delivery of 564,969 pieces. 

PCGS#: 4693. 


2176 1885 Breen-3428. MS-64 (NGC). Sharply struck with deeply 
set, yet pleasing copper-gray toning over frosty luster. A splendid and 
choice Mint State example, the surfaces offer sharp striking detail 
and a lack of bothersome abrasions. 

PCGS#: 4694. 

Purchased from Brian Greer on August 19, 1992 


2177 1885-S Breen-3430. AU-55 (NGC). S-mint Dime production 
plummeted to 43,690 pieces in 1885, a fact that makes the ‘85-S 
among the keys to the later Seated Liberty series. The scarcity of this 
issue in Mint State further confirms the importance of this Choice 
AU survivor. Remnants of mint luster are seen on both sides, partic¬ 
ularly around the peripheral devices. The surfaces are evenly toned 
in warm dove-gray shades with only the lightest rub evident across 
the highpoints. Uncommonly free of outwardly noticeable abrasions 
despite having spent actual, however limited time in the avenues of 
commerce. 

PCGS#: 4695. 

Ex: The Estate of Abe Kosoff (Bowers and Merena, November 4-6, 

1985) Lot 1340 

2178 1886 Breen- 3431. MS-64 (NGC). The luster is not only full but 
vibrant with a swirling cartwheel sheen. Both sides are peripherally 
toned in reddish-orange hues that accent crisply delineated features. 
There are hardly any abrasions in evidence, as befits the high Mint 
State grade. 

PCGS#: 4696. 

Purchased from David Lawrence on January 6, 1995 


2179 1886-S Breen-3434. MS-63 (NGC). Original aqua-green toning 
is splashed over the obverse with some more vivid reddish-orange 
color at the denticles. The reverse is a bit more vibrant in the luster 
category with champagne-apricot rim highlights framing a nearly 
brilliant center. Sharp in strike with uncommonly few abrasions 
even for the Choice BU level. The 1886-S is scarcer than the 1884- 
S, although it is often overlooked in favor of that issue. Both dates 
are not as elusive as the 1885-S. 

PCGS#: 4697. 

Ex: Westchester Collection (Bowers and Merena) Lot 338 

2180 1887 Breen-3435. MS-63 (NGC). Swirling mint frost is seen as 
the coin dips in and out of the light. Both sides are originally toned, 
the obverse displaying a mostly champagne-gray sheen with a splash 
of cobalt-blue color over the lower left. The reverse is more uniform 
in appearance with silver-gray shading. Boldly, if not sharply struck 
throughout with no abrasions that would seem to preclude an even 
higher rating. 

PCGS#: 4698. 

Purchased from MGS on April 5, 2000 
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2181 1887-S Breen-3437. MS-63 (NGC). Fully brilliant with frosty 
luster, both sides are sharply struck in virtually all areas. Scattered 
abrasions are noted, but we stress that none are out of context with 
the assigned grade. The San Francisco Mint’s production of Dimes 
increased substantially in 1887 over 1884-1886 levels. As one might 
suspect, the 1887-S is a more plentiful issue than the 1884-S, 1885- 
S, and 1886-S, and it is actually among the more plentiful dates of 
this type. 

PCGS#: 4699. 

2182 1888 Breen-3439. MS-62 (NGC). Delicate golden iridescence 
decorates lustrous, radiant surfaces. Cartwheel visual effects and 
overall sharp striking detail are also praiseworthy features of this late 
date P-mint Seated Dime. 

PCGS#: 4700. 

Purchased from Heritage 

2183 1888-S Breen-3441. MS-62 (NGC). Whereas the reverse is 
mostly brilliant, the obverse is tinted in steel-gray iridescence. This 
example would probably warrant a Choice BU designation were the 
luster a bit more vibrant. 

PCGS#: 4701. 

Ex: Westchester Collection (Bowers and Merena) Lot 341 

2184 1889 Breen-3444. MS-64 (NGC). Overall smooth with a lus¬ 
trous, satiny sheen, the surfaces are smartly impressed throughout. 
Blushes of more or less faint, iridescent toning adhere to the denti¬ 
cles in powder-blue and champagne hues. Expectantly distraction- 
free for the near-Gem level of preservation. 

PCGS#: 4702. 

Ex: Stacks, November 29 - 30, 1989, Lot 608 

2185 1889-S Breen-3445. Large S. MS-61 (NGC). Both sides are 
originally toned in dominant silver-gray patina. Certain angles reveal 
highlights of iridescent champagne and powder-blue color, but even 
the most casual inspection will confirm that the striking quality is 
well above average for the type. The general lack of bothersome abra¬ 
sions would seem to suggest a finer Mint State grade. 

PCGS#: 4703. 

Purchased from Mike Graham on April 24, 1985 

2186 1890 Breen-3448. MS-62 (NGC). The otherwise golden tinged 
toning assumes a reddish-russet cast toward the peripheries. The lat¬ 
ter feature is more notable on the obverse, but both sides are equal¬ 
ly well struck with only one or two isolated areas of incompleteness 
of detail. Lightly abraded, but no more so than one should expect for 
the grade. 

PCGS#: 4704. 

Ex: Greater New York Sale (Stacks, May 2-4, 1990) Lot 405 

2187 1890-S Breen-3450. Large S. MS-63 (NGC). The penultimate 
S-mint delivery in this long-lived series, the 1890-S is a popular issue 
among type collectors. The Large S is the more plentiful of the two 
Guide Book varieties. The luster is bright and vibrant with an over¬ 
lay of mottled sea-green, reddish-russet, and orange-gold color on 
the obverse. The central reverse is untoned with dappled powder- 
blue and apricot tinting toward the border on that side. Sharply 
brought up in all areas, and silent on the subject of individually 
reportable bagmarks. 

PCGS#: 4705. 

Ex: Westchester Collection (Bowers and Merena) Lot 1615 


2188 1891 Breen-3454. MS-64 (NGC). Lovely orange-gray toning 
envelops both sides with a more vivid sheen on the obverse. This is 
a fully original example whose overall sharp features are free of men- 
tionable abrasions. Solidly graded as a near-Gem, and a find for the 
final-year type collector. 

PCGS#: 4706. 

Purchased from Renrob Coins on August 13, 1992 

2189 1891-0 Breen-3460. MS-63 (NGC). The New Orleans Mint 
returned to Dime production in 1891 after a 31 -year hiatus. 
Produced in sizeable numbers, the 1891-0 is a plentiful issue that is 
always in demand among branch mint type collectors. Frosty-white 
in sheen, this lustrous example is bold-to-sharp in strike with no 
overly conspicuous abrasions. 

PCGS#: 4707. 

Purchased from Leroy Lenhardt on February 2, 1989 

2190 1891-S Breen-3466. Repunched Mintmark. MS-64 (NGC). 
An outstanding and Choice example, both sides are drenched in 
frosty luster. Both the suitably bold striking detail and delicate silver 
tinting enhance further the eye appeal of this final-year Seated Dime. 
This is a very scarce RPM that is described as “Large over Small S” 
by Walter Breen and “Medium S over Small S” by Brian Greer. Not 
identified as such on the NGC insert. 

• PCGS#: 4708. 

V ' x Ex: Stacks, December 2-3, 1992, Lot 1736 

SEATED 

QUARTER DOLLARS 

2191 1838 Breen-3935. Briggs 1-A. No Drapery. AU-58 (PCGS). 
Wonderfully original, this piece is richly toned in lavender-gray 
shades that yield to vivid blue and gold iridescence toward the bor¬ 
ders. The otherwise sharp strike wanes a little over the upper 
obverse—a feature that we have seen on many survivors of this issue. 
Direct angles call forth remnants of mint luster, a tiny graze in the 
lower obverse field being the only distraction of note. A historically 
significant issue, the 1838 is the premier Seated Liberty Quarter. It 
is also one of only three issues in this series to display Christian 
Gobrecht’s original rendition of Thomas Sully’s Seated Liberty 
design for the Quarter. Original mintage: 466,000 pieces. 

PCGS#: 5391. 

Ex: Stacks, March 12 - 14, 1991, Lot 255 

2192 1839 Breen-3936. Briggs 1-A Die State. No Drapery. AU-50 
(PCGS). The rich gunmetal-gray toning that overlays both sides 
speaks volumes about the originality of this AU representative. Light 
highpoint rub is noted, but the overall definition is sharp and obvi¬ 
ously the result of a strong impression from the dies. Some scattered 
circulation marks are noted, none of which are outwardly distract¬ 
ing. The 1839 is the second of only three No Drapery issues of this 
type, and its original mintage of 491,146 pieces is similar to that of 
the first-year 1838. 

Struck from the same reverse die as the 1838 Briggs 1-A Quarter in this collection, 
as identifiable by open claws on the eagle’s right (facing) talon. Breen reports that this 
variety was discovered by John McCloskey in 1974, and Briggs rates this die marriage 
as the scarcest of the 1839 issue. A late die state, an obverse crack (as struck) is seen 
from the border below the 1 in the date to the border outside star 3. There is also a 
bisecting die break (also as made) on the reverse from the rim outside the T in 
UNITED to that outside the R in AMERICA. 

PCGS#: 5392. 

Purchased from Jonathan K Kern 
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2193 1840-0 Breen-3939 Briggs 2-B. No Drapery. AU-58 (NGC). 
This example is almost certainly from the New Orleans Hoard. We 
discussed this hoard in our January 2001 catalog: “This hoard came 
to light around noon on October 29, 1982, when excavation activi¬ 
ty for the new Meridien Hotel in the French Quarter of [New 
Orleans] revealed three long-buried wooden boxes filled with coins! 
Veritable pandemonium prevailed as business executives, tourists, 
and others groveled in the dirt and mud to find treasures. A few 
1840-0 Quarters and many 1841-0 Quarters were among the 
treasure that has since become synonymous with Mint State exam¬ 
ples of those two dates.” The surfaces are a bit subdued beneath 
dusky silver-gray toning. The corrosion typically seen on New 
Orleans Hoard examples is not noted on this coin, nor do the sur¬ 
faces reveal any singularly mentionable abrasions. The otherwise 
sharp strike wanes a little over the eagle’s left (facing) leg feathers on 
the reverse and at the back of Liberty’s neck on the obverse. Breen 
(1988) opines that only two examples of this die marriage were 
included in the New Orleans Hoard, but since no detailed invento¬ 
ry of this find has emerged, we tend to doubt this estimate. Our 
experience would tend to suggest a somewhat higher total, but how 
much so we cannot say. Regardless, the 1840-0 No Drapery as an 
issue is always in demand as the premier O-mint Quarter in U.S. 
coinage history and the only branch mint delivery of this type. 

This obverse die is artributable by triple punching on the 0 in the date. The reverse 
die displays the O mintmark centered under the eagle, and it was also used to strike 
1840-0 Drapery Quarters of the Briggs I-A varin, 

PCGS#: 5393. 

Purchased from the ANA Show on August 2, 1985 

2194 1840 Breen-3940. Briggs 1-A. ‘ Drapery. AU-58 (PCGS). 
Beginning in 1840, the Mint used a modified design for the Seated 
Quarter which is the work of Robert Ball Hughes. While the drap¬ 
ery folds that Hughes added below Liberty’s right (facing) elbow are 
the most easily identifiable features of this new motif, the Anglo- 
American miniaturist actually reworked many aspects of the original 
Sully Gobrecht design. Richly toned in olive-charcoal shades, this 
obviously original survivor is sharply impressed over the focal fea¬ 
tures. The obverse star centrils are a little bluntly impressed, but the 
relative lack of disturbing abrasions easily offsets this feature. 

This issues original mintage of 188,127 pieces was achieved with two die marriages. 
Judging by the number of survivors, most 1840 Drapery Quarters were struck from 
the Briggs I -A dies. 

PCGS#: 5397. 

Purchased from Harry Laihstain on June 2, 1983 

2195 1840-0 Breen-3943. Briggs 2-C Die State. Drapery. Small O. 
AU-50 (NGC). Although Walter Breen lists three mintmark vari¬ 
eties for this issue in his 1988 Encyclopedia, Larry Briggs (1991) 
states that only Small O and Large O varieties are known. This Small 
O example is richly and originally toned in dove-gray shades. Lightly 
worn overall with plenty of bold definition and the usual number of 
small, wispy abrasions. Although several examples of this die mar¬ 
riage were found in the New Orleans Hoard, we do not know 
whether or not the present coin owes its existence to that source. 

L-ate state of the reverse die with prominent cracks (as struck) along the bases of many 
of the letters in QUAR DOL and UNITED STATES. The shelf doubling on the 6 
mintmark that Briggs lists as a diagnostic for this variety is not evident on this coin. 
The author opines that 1840-0 Drapery Quarters of the 2-C Die State variety may 
have been struck in 1841, perhaps these coins being included in the mintage figure 
for that year. 

PCGS#: 5398. 


2196 1841 Breen-3945. Briggs 1-A. Doubled Die Reverse. MS-62 
(PCGS). Gorgeously toned in steel-gray shades, the surfaces also 
exhibit vivid olive-gold undertones at more direct angles. This is a 
lustrous, softly frosted example with sharp striking detail over most¬ 
ly sharp features. Minimally abraded for the assigned grade, and cer¬ 
tainly appearing finer. The 1841 (120,000 pieces produced) is typi¬ 
cally offered in well worn grades with Briggs (1991) assigning the 
issue an R.6 rating in Unc. A conditionally rare offering for the 
Seated Quarter specialist. 

This is the Doubled Die Reverse variety of the 1841 Quarter with doubling most read¬ 
ily evident on the letters ED STATES OF in the legend. Breen states that the discov¬ 
ery coin for this variety was included in the New Orleans Hoard unearthed in 1982. 
PCGS Population: 2: 11 finer. 

PCGS#: 5399. 

2197 1841-0 Breen-3946. Briggs 2-6, FS-001. Doubled Die 
Obverse. AU-50 (NGC). This issue was well represented in the 
New Orleans Hoard with perhaps as many as 200 examples of the 
present die marriage entering numismatic channels from that source. 
That said, we direct bidder attention to the present example. This 
coin does not have the “look” that one would expect for a New 
Orleans Hoard example, the surfaces being toned in russet-gray 
shades that yield to cobalt-blue tinting in many peripheral areas. The 
obverse impression is generally sharp, that on the reverse somewhat 
less so with softness of detail noted over the eagle’s neck and left (fac¬ 
ing) leg feathers. Scattered abrasions are noted, particularly in the 
upper reverse field, but the surfaces are problem-free within the con¬ 
text of the AU grade level. A popular issue among early-date type 
collectors and O-mint specialists alike. 

Obverse doubling is most readily seen on the shield, ribbon, and surs 1-3. 

PCGS#: 5400. 

Purchased from Mike Vezzeti on March 10, 1983 


2198 1842 Breen-3948. Briggs 1-A. Large Date. AU-55 (NGC). In 
1842, the Philadelphia Mint produced both Small Date and Large 
Date coins. Those with the Small Date, however, were only pro¬ 
duced solely in Proof format, and today, less than 10 specimens are 
known. Thus, for the date collector, the Large Date variant is the 
only reasonable candidate. Still, this variety will prove a challenge in 
its own right since official documentation asserts that just 88,000 
business strikes were produced. Rich charcoal-gray toning envelops 
both sides, the color appearing to lighten a bit in the open fields. 
This is an uncommonly sharply struck coin for a Seated Quarter 
from this era, there being essentially no areas of noteworthy incom¬ 
pleteness of detail. One or two scattered abrasions are noted, but 
more for accuracy’s sake than for any detrimental affect that they 
may have on the overall eye appeal. It is not often that we handle a 
minimally circulated survivor of this P-mint delivery, and this origi¬ 
nally preserved piece should see spirited bidding. 

PCGS#: 5401. 

Ex: National Bank of Denver Collection (Bowers and Merena) Lot 1106 
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2199 1842-0 Breen-3949. Briggs 1-A. Small Date. EF-40 (NGC). 
Evenly patinated in dove-gray shades, both sides present a well bal¬ 
anced appearance. True, the surfaces are overall lightly worn, but the 
devices are suitably sharp in all areas. In fact, this coin is one of the 
more desirable ‘42-0 Small Date Quarters in that is was struck prior 
to the dies receiving some kind of serious damage that obliterated 
much of the definition over the central design elements. The rela¬ 
tively smooth sheen and lack of individually conspicuous abrasions 
further enhances the eye appeal. 

This elusive variety was delivered from a single pair of dies that was 
shipped from Philadelphia on December 18, 1841. Apparently, the 
aforementioned die damage limited the number of coins struck and 
forced the New Orleans Mint to switch to the Large Date dies. Just 
how many 1842-0 Small Date Quarters were delivered remains 
somewhat of a mystery. Breen (1988) splits the mintage figure for 
the 1842-0 delivery into 157,000 Small Date coins and 612,000 
Large Date pieces, further noting that the former total may include 
some 1841-0 coins. Briggs (1991), however, simply states that the 
mintage for the 1842-0 Small Date is included in the total listed 
under the 1842-0 Large Date. Regardless of the exact mintage fig¬ 
ure for this variety, the ‘42-0 Small Date is, along with the 1849-0, 
the rarest O-mint Seated Quarter produced in the 1840s. 

PCGS#: 5403. 

Purchased from Jim O’Donnell on April25, 1983 



2200 1842-0 Breen-3950. Briggs 1-A. Large Date. AU-55 (NGC). 
Both sides retain much of the original satin finish, the sheen being 
quite vibrant beneath a rich overlay of antique gold and steel-gray 
colors. The ‘42-0 Large Date is one of the more sharply struck O- 
mint issues of this type, and the present example does not disappoint 
in this regard. Free of noteworthy handling marks. Although this 
issue is more obtainable than its similarly dated Small Date counter¬ 
part, it is remarkably elusive in the AU-Mint State grade range given 
a sizeable original mintage of 769,000 pieces. Perhaps some of the 
Quarters struck in New Orleans in 1842 bore the date 1841? 

PCGS#: 5402. 

Ex: Herbert D. Spencer Collection (Bowers and Merena, June 24 - 25, 
1996) Lot 445 

2201 1843 Breen-3951. Briggs 1-A. AU-55 (NGC). Plenty of sharp 
striking detail remains from an obviously powerful die impression. This 
silver-gray survivor offers relatively smooth (for the grade) surfaces and 
plenty of eye appeal for the Choice AU type or date collector. 

The reverse die was shattered at the time of striking with a bisecting crack from the 
rim at the first T in STATES to the rim at the D in DOL. Another crack branches 
off from this bisecting one and terminates at the rim outside the M in AMERICA. 
PCGS#: 5404. 


2202 1843-0 Breen-3952, Briggs 1-B. Small O. AU-50 (PCGS). 
Another well struck O-mint issue, this particular survivor is toned in 
copper-gray shades with blushes of cobalt-blue and antique gold 
tinting here and there. Lightly worn across the highpoints with the 
expected number of small, mosdy well scattered abrasions. As a date, 
the 1843-0 is only readily obtainable in circulated grades below the 
EF level, this despite a not insignificant original mintage of 968,000 
pieces. 

Briggs obverse 1 of the 1843-0 Small O Quarter exhibits die rust pits in the recess¬ 
es of Liberty’s gown, and it was mated with at least four distinct reverses. That rep¬ 
resented by the present coin is cracked through the lower eagle, as illustrated on page 
347 of Breens 1988 Encyclopedia. 

PCGS#: 5405. 

Ex: Stacks, June 19 - 20, 1991, Lot 194 

2203 1844 Breen-3954. Briggs 1-A. AU-53 (NGC). Like the 1843, 
the 1844 (421,200 pieces produced) is among the more plentiful 
Seated Quarters from the 1840s. The present lot offers an originally 
toned, steel-gray representative with overall sharp striking detail and 
only light highpoint rub. Scattered abrasions are well within the con¬ 
text of the grade. 

PCGS#: 5406. 

Purchased from Jim Payette on May 10, 1983 



2204 1844-0 Breen-3958. Briggs 1-A. MS-60 (NGC). This satin 
textured example is untoned save for a few faint wisps of russet iri¬ 
descence in the fields. Generally well struck, particularly by New 
Orleans Mint standards, with the only mentionable softness of detail 
over some of the obverse star centrils. The surfaces are moderately 
abraded, but the number of sizeable distractions is minimal for the 
MS-60 designation. One of 740,000 pieces original produced, the 
vast majority of which saw heavy, if not terminal circulation. Mint 
State O-mint Quarters of any date are scarce, if not rare, and gener¬ 
ally underrated in today’s market. Rated R.6+ in Unc by Briggs in 
his 1991 reference on Seated Quarters. 

The final two digits in the date are recut—the most readily discernible of this obverse 
die. 

NGC Census: a mere nine coins in all Mint State grades. 

PCGS#: 5407. 

Purchased from Mike Graham on February 17, 1985 

2205 1845 Breen-3959, Briggs Obverse 1. AU-53 (NGC). Deeply 
set charcoal-gray toning dominates the outward appearance, 
although one can also see sandy-tan patina outlining many of the 
devices. This originally preserved survivor is free of criticism in the 
areas of both striking quality and surface preservation (at least as far 
as the AU level of preservation is concerned). The 1845 may be 
among the more common Seated Quarters from this decade, but it 
is quite scarce in grades that approach the Mint State threshold. 

We are certain that the obverse die is that described as Briggs 1, but the reverse is nei¬ 
ther Briggs A nor Briggs B, to which obverse 1 is usually mated. The diagnostics for 
the present reverse die include the first two vertical stripes in the shield extending 
into the horizontals and a moderate crack (as struck) that originates at the denticles 
over the final S in STATES, bisects that letter, and joins the bottom of OF A. 
PCGS#: 5408. 
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2206 1846 Breen-3967. Briggs 2-D. AU-55 (NGC). The otherwise 
relatively plentiful 1846 (510,000 pieces produced) becomes scarce 
in AU and downright rare in Mint State. This minimally worn sur¬ 
vivor retains about 50% of the original satin finish with mottled sil¬ 
ver-gray iridescence. Some brighter undertones are seen at direct 
angles. Well struck throughout, and problem-free despite having 
spent actual time in commercial avenues. 

The 46 in the date are repunched north with remnants of the originally entered 

plainly visible under a loupe. 

PCGS#: 3409. 

Purchased from Mike Graham on June 6, 1983 

2207 1847 Breen-3970. Briggs 1-A. Doubled Die Reverse. AU-53 
(PCGS). The otherwise pearl-gray features reveal two swirls of 
cobalt-blue toning over the obverse portrait. Partial mint luster is 
seen as the surfaces dip in and out of the light, but we are unable to 
find any distractions of note save for a few small pinscratches in the 
reverse field before the eagles beak. The strike is a bit sharper on the 
obverse. A conditionally scarce, early P-mint issue in this series that 
is typically offered no finer than EF. 

PCGS#: 5410. 

Ex: 331st Sale (Kagins, October 14 - 15. 1983) Lot 2434 

2208 1847-0 Breen-3972. Briggs 1-A. EF-40 (PCGS). Cobalt-blue 
peripheral toning and lilac-gray patina toward the centers suggest 
that this coin spent many years mounted in a cardboard album. 
Typically struck by O-mint standards with softness of detail toward 
the upper obverse and lower reverse borders. The lack of New 
Orleans Mint Quarter deliveries in 1845 and 1846 probably result¬ 
ed in extensive circulation for the 368,000 pieces produced in 1847. 
As such, this is an elusive issue in both the finer circulated (EF-AU) 
and Mint State grades. 

PCGS#: 5411. 

Purchased from Jim Payette on January 3, 1983 

2209 1848 Breen-3974. Briggs 1-A. Doubled Date. AU-55 (NGC). 
The otherwise cobalt-blue and steel-gray toning scheme lightens to 
silver-gray hues toward the center of the obverse. Pleasingly original 
with sharply impressed features, both sides are not overly abraded for 
a silver coin of this size that saw five points of circulation. Survivors 
of this 146,000-coin delivery become progressively more difficult to 
locate as one moves up the grading scale. 

Both known obverse dies of the 1848 Seated Quarter display either doubling or 

repunching on the digits in the date. That which is doubled. Briggs obverse 1, is the 

scarcer of the two. 

PCJS#: 5412. 


2210 1849 Breen-3976. Briggs 1-A. MS-61. We believe that the 
Philadelphia Mint Quarters of the 1840s are underrated in Mint 
State in todays market. Despite original mintages that are more-or- 
less respectable by the standards of the era, none of these issues can 
really be described as common above the circulated grades. Such is 
the case with the 1849 (340,000 pieces produced). An originally 
toned example, both sides exhibit vivid lilac, blue, and apricot 
undertones backlighting medium gray patina. Boldly struck with no 
mentionable abrasions and, were the luster a bit more vibrant, per¬ 
haps a shot at a higher Mint State grade. 

Removed from an MS-61 NGC slab. 

PCGS#: 5413. 

Purchasedfrom D &E Coins on January 10, 1999 



2211 1849-0 Breen-3977. Briggs 1-A, the only known dies. AU-55 
(NGC). The 1849-0 is the key to the New Orleans Mint Seated 
Quarter series. We do not know exactly how many O-mint Quarters 
of this date were produced, there being no officially reported 
mintage figure. Breen (1988) states that six obverse dies were pre¬ 
pared in the Philadelphia Mint’s Engraving Department, and that 
these were not destroyed until April 10, 1850. Apparently, one of 
these 1849-dated obverses was combined with a reverse on hand in 
New Orleans from a previous year to deliver an unknown, although 
presumably limited number of 1849-0 Quarters early in 1850. 
Hence, it seems likely that this issues original mintage is buried in 
the total of 412,000 pieces listed for the 1850-0. Breen further 
opines that the mintage for the 1849-0 may constitute all or part of 
the New Orleans Mint’s initial delivery of 16,000 coins in 1850, 
although the exact percentage can only be offered as a guess. 

While the true circumstances surrounding the production of the 
1849-0 may never be known, what numismatists can accept with¬ 
out question is the fact that this issue is a prime rarity at all levels of 
preservation. In fact, at the problem-free Choice AU level the ‘49-0 
is all but unobtainable. This is one of the finest examples that this 
cataloger has handled, the surfaces displaying mosdy even tannish- 
gray patina. We have essentially no complaints about the strike, and 
the surfaces, being free of all but a few wispy, well scattered abra¬ 
sions, are also praiseworthy. An important opportunity for the spe¬ 
cialist to acquire one of the true “stoppers” in the collectible Seated 
Quarter series of 1838-1891. 

NGC and PCGS combined have certified 19 examples at or above the AU-55 level. 

This number is probably slightly inflated by resubmissions, particularly at the MS- 

63 level where the current NGC online Census lists seven (!) coins in that grade. 

PCGS#: 5414. 

Purchased from Mike Graham on April 23, 1983 


2212 1850 Breen-3979. Briggs 1-A. MS-63 (NGC). Off center blush¬ 
es of champagne-gray and lilac-gray patina around the focal devices 
are framed by intense electric-blue peripheral toning. Both sides are 
lustrous with a satin textured finish and striking quality that is just the 
slightest bit uneven in terms of definition. Although the 1850 was not 
produced in large numbers, the mintage figure of 190,800 pieces is 
not the prime culprit for this issue’s high grade rarity in today’s mar¬ 
ket. Rather, we can point to the 1848 discovery of gold in California 
and, thence, to the widespread silver meltings of the early 1850s. 
Survivors of this P-mint delivery are seldom offered in Mint State, 
such examples having received an R.7 rating from Larry Briggs. 

On 1850 Quarters of this die marriage, remnants of an errant 1 are clearly visible 
over the obverse rim below the first digit in the date. 

NGC Census: 2: just nine are finer. 

PCGS#: 5415. 

Purchased from Scorpio Monetary Distributors on January 8, 1998 
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2213 1850-0 Breen-3981 Briggs 1-B. MS-61 (NGC). This is the 
final pre-1853 O-mint Seated Quarter issue with an original 
mintage of more than 100,000 coins. While the 1850-0 is not in 
the same rarity class as either the 1851-0 or the 1852-0, it is still a 
conditionally challenging issue that deserves considerable respect in 
Mint State. This is one of the more sharply struck survivors that this 
cataloger has seen, although the often-encountered softness of detail 
over the denticles is noted. Lustrous, satiny surfaces are splashed in 
irregular russet iridescence. Scattered abrasions seem to account for 
the grade. A coin whose importance should be obvious to specialists, 
and one that would do justice to the finest date set of Seated Liberty- 
Quarters. 

NGC Census: 2; 13 finer. 

PCGS#: 5416. 

Ex: Stacks, June 20 - 21, 1985, Lot 126 

2214 1851 Breen-3983. AU-58 (NGC). Considerable mint luster 
remains on both sides of this originally toned example. The other¬ 
wise copper-gray sheen yields to splashes of cobalt-blue color in 
select obverse peripheral areas, as well as some iridescent undertones 
throughout the reverse. Sharp in strike with no mentionable abra¬ 
sions. As many of the 160,000 Quarters that emerged from the 
Philadelphia Mints presses in 1851 were undoubtedly melted for 
their bullion content, this scarce near-Mint survivor should have lit¬ 
tle trouble attracting strong bids. 

Of this issue, Larry Briggs (1991) states: “Minor varieties surely exist, yet to date no 

significant die characteristics have been found.” 

PCGS#: 5417. 

Purchased from Superior Rasmussen on February 1998 


2215 1851-0 Breen-3984. Briggs 1-B. AU-55 (NGC). Simply put, 
this issue is not supposed to exist in grades near or above the Mint 
State threshold, and particularly not with the awe-inspiring original¬ 
ity and problem-free surfaces of the present example. The 1851-0 
was produced in limited numbers, the New Orleans Mint probably 
starting to realize by this year that newly produced Quarters were 
heading almost exclusively into bullion dealers’ hands. In addition, 
there were few, if any people interested in setting aside O-mint 
Seated Quarters at the time of issue. As such, we are delighted to 
handle, as well as offer, this richly toned Choice AU survivor. Both 
sides are equally attractive with rich cobalt-blue peripheral color 
framing a lavender-gray center on the obverse. On the reverse, one 
can see softer dove-gray patina with a thin crescent of golden-blue 
tinting at the denticles. The right peripheral stars on the obverse are 
a bit softly defined, as befits the issue, but all other features are suit¬ 
ably sharp despite a little highpoint rub. There are not many abra¬ 
sions, although pedigree concerns compel us to mention a reeding 
mark in the obverse field between the 85 in the date. 

With only two AU-55 examples known to NGC and a mere six finer, this coin is 
bumping up against Condition Census standing. 

PCGS#: 5418. 


Purchased from Jim Payette on May 6, 1983 
2216 1852 Breen-3985, Briggs 2-B. AU-58 (NGC). Warmly patinat- 
ed in silver-apricot hues, this sharply impressed near-Mint example 
reveals very little in the way of wear. There are also not many out¬ 
wardly distracting abrasions, a shallow graze in the right obverse field 
being noted for accuracy. While Briggs (1991) states that this issue 
is generally available with patience, we remind bidders that the 1852 
(177,060 pieces) is another P-mint Seated Quarter that suffered 
extensive melting both at the hands of bullion dealers and Mint 
employees (the latter, no doubt, interested in using the silver for the 
Arrows coinage of 1853-1855). 

PCGS#: 5419. 


2217 1852-0 Breen-3987. Briggs 1-A. AU-58. Although perhaps 
overshadowed by the 1849-0, the 1852-0 is a very rare issue that 
. presents a considerable challenge to specialists. While it is certainly 
the case that the 1849-0 is rarer in terms of total number of coins 
known, the 1852-0 is the more challenging issue to locate in attrac¬ 
tive, problem-free condition. This cataloger has handled several 
problem-free AU and Mint State 1849-0 Quarters over the past sev¬ 
eral years, but certainly no more than three or four 1852-0 Quarters 
in those grades, even when problem examples are included. The 
“problem” with the 1852-0 as an issue, at least as far as collectors are 
concerned, is fourfold. First, a mere 96,000 pieces were produced. In 
addition, most examples were probably melted shortly after release 
since their bullion value exceeded their face value. Also, this issue 
was produced with a rounded, or beveled rim that was unable to 
protect the coins from heavy wear and/or damage. Finally, there are 
a few extant ‘52-0 Quarters that would probably grade either AU or 
Mint State at the major grading services were it not for microscopic 
granularity to the surfaces that is not unlike that seen on many sea- 
salvaged coins. 

This is a solid AU example is terms of wear, the devices displaying 
only the lightest highpoint rub. A few of the features toward the 
upper obverse and lower reverse borders are softly struck, but not 
excessively so for an O-mint Quarter of this type. The surfaces 
exhibit an overall bright-white, lustrous sheen with just a wisp of 
toning beginning to form at the lower reverse rim. This coin is one 
of those ‘52-0 Quarters that displays a microscopically granular tex¬ 
ture, this feature being essentially confined to the obverse. While not 
problem-free, the important example presents relatively well, and 
would make an important addition to a specialized collection of 
Seated coinage. 

The reverse die of the Briggs 1-A marriage is the same that the New Orleans Mint 
used to deliver 1851-0 Briggs 1-A Quarters. It is attributable by the presence of a 
few die scratches (as struck) through the arrow shafts. 

PCGS#: 5420. 
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2218 1853 Breen-3988. Briggs 1-A. the only known dies. No 
Arrows. AU-55 (NGC). A well known rarity among Philadelphia 
Mint Quarters of the Seated type, the 1853 No Arrows was pro¬ 
duced to the extent of just 44,200 pieces. This entire mintage was 
achieved in two deliveries: 20,800 pieces of February 7 and 23,400 
coins of February 19. Two days after the latter batch was produced, 
Congress passed the Mint Act of February 21, 1853 which lowered 
the weight of the Quarter from 6.68 grams to 6.22 grams in order 
to discourage hoarding and allow the coins to circulate. We believe, 
as do most numismatic scholars, that many of 1853 No Arrows 
Quarters were melted before they had even left the Mint, their bul¬ 
lion being used to strike the new, lighter weight silver coins. While 
some Mint State 1853 No Arrows Quarters were distributed by 
Harold P. Newlin toward the end of the 19th century, this issue 
remains scarce-to-rare at all levels of preservation, and it is seldom 
offered in even the largest auctions. 

Fully original, the obverse is toned in rich russet-charcoal shades 
that yield to splashes of “old silver” tinting in and around the center. 
Warm silver-gray patina blankets the reverse with some pale golden 
blue highlights clinging to the denticles. Sharply struck throughout, 
as befits the issue, with remnants of original luster evident through 
the toning. A coin for the collector who appreciates originality as 
well as rarity. 

All known 1853 No Arrows Quarters were struck from a single obverse and reverse 
die, the former actually being a repunched date. The 5 and 3 are repunched north 
with remnants of the originally entered digits readily evident under a loupe. This 
variety was once erroneously labeled as 1853/2, but subsequent research has con 
firmed that it is not an overdatc. 

PCGS#: 5421. 

2219 1853 Breen-3989. Arrows and Rays. AU-58 (NGC). An ever- 
popular one-year type, the present example displays brilliant centers 
with varying degrees of mottled cobalt-blue and apricot-russet ton¬ 
ing at the borders. Sharply struck with no more than the expected 
number of wispy circulation marks for the grade. 

PCGS#: 5426. 

Purchased from Mike Graham on July 27, 1985 


2220 1853-0 Breen-3992. Briggs 1 Die State-B. Arrows and Rays. 
AU-58 (PCGS). In our opinion, this is one of the most desirable 
issues in the entire Seated Quarter series of 1838-1891. The 1853- 
O is the only branch mint issue of the Arrows and Rays design, mak¬ 
ing it a must-have coin for branch mint type collectors. 
Furthermore, the original mintage of 1.3 million coins is signifi¬ 
cantly less than that of the 1853 Arrows and Rays with the result 
that the ‘53-0 is considerably more challenging to locate in the 
Choice AU-Mint State grade range. Fully original with rich, deeply 
set, charcoal-gray toning, both sides also reveal golden-blue under¬ 
tones at more direct angles. One can also see flickers of mint luster 
as the coin dips into a light, but mentionable abrasions are not evi¬ 
dent. Worthy of a strong bid. 


Although Briggs (1991) notes that obverse 1 typically displays poor striking defini¬ 
tion over the left stars when mated with reverse B, the present example is sharply 
detailed throughout. The reverse die was heavily rusted at the time of striking, evi¬ 
dence of which can be seen in many areas under a loupe. 

PCGS#: 5428. 

Purchased from Washington Rare Coin on May 3, 1999 

2221 1854 Breen-3994. Arrows. AU-58 (PCGS). Near-Mint type 
collectors would be wise to take full advantage of the opportunity 
that this originally toned example represents. Blue-gray and antique 
gold colors compete for dominance on both sides. Crisply impressed 
with minimal abrasions for the grade and a few spindly die cracks (as 
struck) connecting some of the peripheral devices. 

PCGS#: 5432. 

Ex: Stacks, October 16 - 17,1996, Lot 234 

2222 1854-0 Breen-3997. Arrows. AU-58 (NGC). Both sides are 
bathed in warm golden-tan patina with blushes of mint luster peer¬ 
ing from the protected areas around the devices. The latter feature is 
most readily evident under a light, but all angles reveal bold, if not 
sharp striking definition. Wispy abrasions are noted, but none are 
worthy of undue concern. The 1854-0 (1.4 million pieces pro¬ 
duced) is the only easily obtainable O-mint issue of the 1854-1855 
Arrows type, but it is still scarce with minimally worn, problem-free 
surfaces. 

The die marriage represented by this coin is not listed in Briggs’ 1991 Seated Quarter 
reference. This does not surprise us, since the New Orleans Mint had 12 pairs of dies 
on hand for Quarter production in 1854, and Briggs lists only three obverses and six 

PCGS#: 5433. 

Purchased from Jim Payette on October 8, 1983 

2223 1855 Breen-4003. Arrows. AU-58 (NGC). Vivid electric-blue 
iridescence overlays the peripheries in a mottled fashion, the color 
being particularly evident on the obverse. The balance of the origi¬ 
nally preserved surfaces are toned in dove-gray patina with some red¬ 
dish-champagne undertones on the obverse. A crisply defined, prob¬ 
lem-free coin for the Choice AU type collector. 

PCGS#: 5435. 

Ex: Heritage, 2001 Fun Show, Lot 6980 


2224 1855-0 Breen-4004. Briggs 1-A. Arrows. AU-50 (NGC). 
Quarter production at the New Orleans Mint fell off markedly in 
1855, the total being a mere 176,000 pieces. Apparently, the 
Louisiana facility had its hands full striking Half Dimes (600,000 
coins) and, particularly. Half Dollars (3.6 million pieces) that year. 
Not only is the ‘55-0 Arrows Quarter elusive in all grades, but it is 
a very difficult issue to locate with any degree of striking sharpness. 
The present example is above average in definition in that the lower 
obverse denticles are distinct and the O mintmark is full. 
Nevertheless, the overall impression is somewhat soft, but the wear 
is light and largely confined to the highpoints. Golden tinged with 
partial mint luster and the usual number of wispy abrasions for an 
example that saw 10 points of circulation. Briggs (1991) assigns this 
issue an R.6 rating in EF/AU grades. 

PCGS#: 5436. 
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2225 1855-S Breen-4005. Briggs 1-A. Arrows. AU-58 (NGC). 
Rich, original, copper-gray toning envelops both sides of this well 
produced example. The otherwise sharp strike wanes only minimal¬ 
ly over a few of the obverse star centrils and the eagles left (facing) 
leg feathers on the reverse. Uncommonly free of outwardly distract¬ 
ing abrasions for a circulated survivor of this issue. 

The San Francisco Mint inaugurated production of silver coinage 
in 1855 with a delivery of 396,400 Quarters and 129,950 Halves. 
The ‘55-S Quarter is the only S-mint issue of the Arrows, No Motto 
type, and it is quite challenging to locate in problem-free AU. Briggs 
(1991) states that most “were well circulated and mishandled 
amongst the mining communities.” Also, we are not aware of any 
numismatists that were active in the San Francisco area in the mid- 
1850s. It stands to reason, therefore, that extant high quality ‘55-S 
Arrows Quarters have survived purely by chance. 

NGC Census: 2; with a mere five Mint State coins finer. 

PCGS#: 5437. 

2226 1856 Breen-4006. AU-58 (NGC). The focal features are crisply 
impressed, and both sides are toned in delicate tan-russet iridescence 
that is more extensive on the reverse. In fact, the central obverse is 
essentially untoned. There are no abrasions that are worthy of indi¬ 
vidual mention. Although the Mint dropped the arrows from the 
lower obverse field of the Seated Quarter in 1856, production at 
Philadelphia (and New Orleans, to a lesser extent) remained strong 
through the end of the 1850s because the federal government was still 
trying to replace the old tenor coinage of the pre-Arrows deliveries. 

PCGS#: 5438. 

Purchased, from Mike Graham on April 23, 1983 

2227 1856-0 Breen-4008. Briggs 5-D. AU-53 (NGC). This richly 
toned, dove-gray representative is overall sharp in strike—an uncom¬ 
mon feature for a Seated Quarter from this branch mint. Problem- 
free for the grade, and conditionally scarce. Despite a sizeable origi¬ 
nal mintage of nearly 1 million coins, the 1856-0 is typically offered 
in grades no finer than EF. 

PCGS#: 5439. 


2228 1856-S Breen-4009. Briggs 1-B. AU-58 (PCGS). This is one of 
the finest 1856-S Quarters that we have ever handled, and it is also 
probably among the finest coins extant. The frosty mint luster is vir¬ 
tually intact with swirling cartwheel effects radiating through light 
tan-gray iridescence. Both sides are sharply struck, although we note 
that the S mintmark appears to have been lightly impressed into the 
die. There is not a single noteworthy abrasion on either side. The 
1856-S was produced to the extent of 286,000 pieces, most of which 
have been lost to circulation. Perhaps not surprisingly, the rarity of 
this issue increases substantially with grade, AU survivors such as this 
almost certainly meriting at least a High R.5 rating. 

PCGS Population: 3; 4 finer. 

PCGS#: 5440. 

Ex: Mid American, 1985, Lot 319 


2229 1857 Breen-4011. MS-61 (NGC). With a lustrous, satiny sheen 
and original, mottled, cobalt-russet toning around the peripheries, 
this coin would make an attractive addition to a Mint State type set. 
The number of moderate size abrasions is minimal for the designat¬ 
ed grade, and the strike is razor sharp throughout. 

PCGS#: 5442. 

Purchased from Mike Graham on October 21, 1983 

2230 1857-0 Breen-4012. Briggs 1-A. AU-58 (NGC). Some light 
steel-gray patina has gathered over both sides of this typically 
impressed O-mint Quarter. Actually, most features are suitably sharp 
in detail, but we do note some bluntness of strike on the reverse over 
the lower left eagle and in the corresponding area on the obverse. 
Nevertheless, this minimally rubbed and not overly abraded (for the 
grade) coin is an uncommonly high grade survivor of this otherwise 
readily obtainable New Orleans Mint Quarter. 

PCGS#: 5443. 



2231 1857-S Breen-4013, Briggs 2-C. Large S. AU-58 (NGC). 
Continuing the trend of conditionally challenging San Francisco 
Mint Quarters from the 1850s is the 1857-S. With an original 
mintage of 82,000 coins, the ‘57-S is rarer than the preceding two 
deliveries from this branch mint. An exceptionally well cared for 
example, both the obverse and the reverse are lustrous with a vibrant, 
softly frosted sheen. Delicately patinated in mottled champagne- 
gray iridescence, all features are possessed of needle sharp striking 
detail. None of the scattered abrasions are sizeable or individually 
distracting. Another important offering from this spectacular collec¬ 
tion of Seated Liberty coinage. 

The S mintmark is high and virtually embedded in both the arrow feather and olive 
branch on this die marriage. We suspect that Breen-4014, the 1857-S Medium S, 
does not exist and the example that the author notes as “reported" was actually a mis- 
attributed Large S coin. 

PCGS#: 5444. 

Ex: National Bank of Denver Collection (Bowers and Merena) Lot 2485 

2232 1858 Breen-4015. AU-58 (NGC). The otherwise silver-gray pati¬ 
na yields to more vivid apricot-orange iridescence around many of the 
devices and over the upper obverse. Overall sharp in strike with scat¬ 
tered powder-blue undertones also evident at more direct angles. 

PCGS#: 5445. 

2233 1858-0 Breen-4016. Briggs 1-A. AU-53 (NGC). Fully original 
with a richly toned sheen, the otherwise lavender-gray surfaces are 
splashed in blue tinting in several peripheral areas. Briggs 1-A is the 
more sharply struck of the two known die marriages of the 1858-0 
Quarter, and this coin is generally boldly detailed over all features 
save for the lower obverse and upper reverse denticles. Singularly 
reportable abrasions are conspicuous by their absence. This issue is 
certainly not among the rarest O-mint deliveries in this series, but we 
stress that AU survivors are seldom encountered in todays market. 

PCGS#: 5446. 

Purchased from Jim Payette on May 6, 1983 
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2234 1858-S Breen-4017. Briggs 2-B. AU-50 (NGC). This copper 
gray example is undeniably original with plenty of bold-to-sharp 
definition remaining from an obviously crisp impression. Minimally 
abraded, problem-free survivors of this early S-mint Quarter are any¬ 
thing but common in today’s hobby, particularly in grades at or 
above the AU level. One of just 121,000 pieces produced, few of 
which did not succumb to commercial use. 

PCGS#: 5447. 

Ex: Douglas Weaver, Lot 6567 

2235 1859 Breen-4018. Briggs 5-D. Type I Obverse / Type 1 
Reverse. AU-58 (NGC). Originality is a hallmark of both sides, 
the otherwise silver-gray surfaces revealing splashes of orange-apricot 
(obverse) and olive (reverse) colors here and there. This is a sharply 
struck, minimally worn type candidate for the nearly Mint State 
type collector. 

PCGS#: 5448. 

Purchased from Stacks on May 26, 1983 

2236 1859-0 Breen-4022. Briggs 1-A. AU-58 (NGC). New Orleans 
Mint Quarter production fell off a little to 260,000 pieces in 1859. 
While most survivors of this issue are circulated, few are as mini¬ 
mally worn as this richly toned, relatively sharply struck example. 
The otherwise charcoal-gray patina assumes a somewhat lighter, 
apricot tinged appearance on the reverse. Well preserved for the 
grade with none but the smallest abrasions scattered about. 

PCGS#: 5449. 

Ex: Bowers and Merena, Lot 1411 


2237 1859-S Breen-4023. Briggs 1-A, the only known dies. EF-40 
(NG*.). Rich gunmetal-gray toning overlays the obverse and deep¬ 
ens to charcoal-gray shades on the reverse. This is a well struck coin 
with only light overall wear from time spent in circulation. There are 
a few small distractions, most notably in the obverse field before the 
date, but the surfaces are uncommonly problem-free for a survivor 
of this heavily circulated issue. Original mintage for the '59-S is a 
mere 80,000 pieces, and this coin is sure to have little difficulty find¬ 
ing its way into a Seated Quarter date and mint set. 

In his 1988 Encyclopedia, Breen reports that six obverse dies were shipped to the San 

Francisco Mint in November 1858 tor the 1859-S Quarter delivery. It is unlikely that 

all of these were used, and Briggs (1991) is aware of only one die marriage for this 

PCGS#: 5450. 

Purchased from the ANA Show on August 15, 1983 

2238 1860 Breen-4024. Briggs 4-D. Type II Obverse / Type I 
Reverse. AU-58 (NGC). This olive-gray representative is free of 
both bothersome striking incompleteness and outwardly distracting 
abrasions. Although Breen (1988) opines that this hub variety is “ex. 
Rare,” Briggs (1991) states that “the Type 2 reverse varieties are 
scarcer than Type 1 varieties by at least 3:1 ratio.” A pleasing type 
candidate from a respectable original mintage of 805,400 pieces. 

PCGS#: 5451. 

Purchased from Norman Pullen 


2239 1860-0 Breen-4026. Briggs 1-A. AU-58 (NGC). Ample rem¬ 
nants of a satiny finish as evident, the surfaces shimmering slightly 
as the coin dips in and out of a light. Both sides are toned in silver- 
gray shades with deeper steel-gray overtones throughout much of the 
obverse field. The few scattered abrasions are not inconsistent with 
the grade. The New Orleans Mint delivered its final Quarters in 
1860 before the onset of the Civil War forced a halt in production 
that lasted until 1891. While the ‘60-0 (388,000 pieces produced) 
is anything but rare in an absolute sense, it is as conditionally scarce 
in AU-58 as one should expect for an O-mint issue in this series. 

PCGS#: 5452. 


1860-S Seated Liberty Quarter Rarity 

The Only Mint State Example Certified at NGC and PCGS 



2240 1860-S Breen-4028. Briggs 1-A, the only known dies. MS-61 
(NGC). This is one of the rarest coins in this sale. The surfaces are 
softly frosted with a mostly even overlay of golden-gray patina. All 
focal features are sharply struck, and both sides, while not abrasion- 
free, appear uncommonly smooth for the designated grade. Two 
tiny ticks in the obverse field before Liberty’s toe are mentioned 
solely for pedigree purposes. 

The 1860-S (56,000 pieces produced) is virtually impossible to 
obtain in Mint State preservation. In fact, the example offered here 
is one of, if not the finest known, and it is at the top of the 
Condition Census ranking. Augustus Heaton recognized this as a 
scarce date in his groundbreaking 1893 book Mint Marks. More 
than a century later, the 1860-S quarter dollar is still recognized as 
a rarity. Larry Briggs conducted a survey among members of the 
Liberty Seated Collectors Club that established the 1860-S and 
1872-S as the rarest S-mint Seated Quarters. James Gray, in a 1990 
article in this club’s publication, labeled the 1860-S as the most 
underrated Seated Quarter issues, a significant statement given the 
competition. 

This coin is the only Mint State 1860-S Quarter at NGC and PCGS. 

PCGS#: 5453. 

Ex: Stacks, September 7 - 8, 1989, Lot 1126 


2241 1861 Breen-4030. Type II Reverse. MS-60. Free of wear, this 
coin is pleasingly lustrous with faint, yet discernible cartwheel visu¬ 
al effects. Both sides are toned in iridescent champagne-apricot and 
lilac-blue hues with a few milky swirls here and there. The position 
of the eagle’s left (facing) talons relative to the olive branch confirms 
the Type II Reverse hub variety. However, the eagle’s eye appears 
concave as seen on the Type I Reverse. Closer inspection with a 
loupe reveals that the eagle’s eye may have been modified in an 
attempt to simulate the scarcer Type I Reverse. There is also a bit of 
residue over the coin in that area, making it difficult for us to see the 
most minute detail of the eye. A coin that should be viewed prior to 
bidding. 

PCGS#: 5454. 

Purchased from Charlotte Coin & Gold on January 13, 1981 
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2242 1861-S Breen-4031. Briggs 1-A. AU-50 (NGC). Presently 
unknown in Mint State, the 1861-S (96,000 pieces produced) is 
rated R.6 in EF-AU by Larry Briggs in his 1991 Seated Quarter ref¬ 
erence. One of only eight survivors certified in the various grades of 
About Uncirculated at NGC and PCGS, this otherwise silver-gray 
coin displays richer olive-russet outlines to many of the devices. 
Some of the original luster remains, this despite light highpoint rub 
and a smattering of mostly wispy abrasions. An uncommonly prob¬ 
lem-free representative, and one of several highlights among the S- 
mint Seated Quarters in this collection. 

PCGS#: 5455. 

Ex: Stacks, June 20 - 21, 1985, Lot 132 

2243 1862 Breen-4032. Briggs 3-C. AU-50 (NGC). In response to 
the growing conflict between North and South, New York banks sus¬ 
pended specie payments in December 1861. This action came too 
late to adversely effect the Philadelphia Mint’s production of 1861- 
dated Quarters, but it did limit P-mint Quarter deliveries through 
the end of the Civil War. The 1862 has a reported business strike 
mintage of 932,000 pieces, a total that is substantially less than of 
4.8 million coins for the 1861. An originally toned survivor of the 
former issue, the otherwise silver-gray features are splashed in olive- 
russet patina that is most readily evident around the obverse periph¬ 
ery. Sharply struck with remnants of original luster and only a few 
scattered abrasions. 

PCGS#: 5456. 

Purchased from Stacks on May 26, 1983 



2244 1862-S Breen-4033. Briggs 2-A. AU-58 (PCGS). While the 
December 28, 1861 suspension of specie payments drove silver coins 
out of circulation in the East, such pieces remained in use in the west¬ 
ern United States. As such, the San Francisco Mint continued to 
strike Seated Quarters through the mid-1870s to meet local demand. 
This demand, of course, required most of the 67,000 S-mint exam¬ 
ples delivered in 1862 to spend many years in circulation. Few coins 
escaped this fate, one of which is this gorgeously toned representative. 
Retrieved from the avenues of commerce after acquiring only light 
highpoint rub and some wispy abrasions, the features are mostly lus¬ 
trous with overall sharp delineation. Richly patinated with mottled 
olive-orange highlights over a base of medium gray color. One of the 
finest ‘62-S Quarters that we can remember handling. 

There appears to be only one reverse die for the 1862-S Quarter, and it is the same 
that the Mint used to strike 1861-S Quarters of the Briggs 2-B Die State marriage 
(die chip connects S mintmark to the arrow feather). 

PCGS Population: 4; 9 finer. 

PCGS#: 5457. 

Ex: Stacks, June 16 - 18, 1987, Lot 530 


2245 1863 Breen-4034. Briggs 4-D (?). EF-45 (PCGS). Rich char- 
coal-gray toning envelops both sides of this obviously original exam¬ 
ple. The devices retain plenty of sharp striking detail despite having 
seen 15 points of circulation. Clashmarks (as made) are noted in the 
fields, but there are no abrasions that are worthy of singular men¬ 
tion. From a limited original mintage of 192,060 pieces. 

A word regarding the die diagnostics of this coin is perhaps in order. The Breen-4036 
variety is described as having a doubled legend on the reverse. Breen-4035, the other 
variety that the author lists for the business strike of issue, is doubled on the obverse 
date and reverse legend. The present example does not correspond to either of these 
varieties. On the other hand, Breen does list # 4034, the 1863 with normal date and 
legend. This die marriage is supposed to be for proofs only, meaning that it would 
correspond to Briggs 4-D. The position of the 1 in the date relative to the shield 
point and light recutting on the QU in QUAR would seem to suggest that this coin 
is an example of Briggs 4-D. It is clearly a business strike (the clashmarks would be 
highly unusual for a carefully produced proof), nonetheless, so perhaps the Mint 
used the 1863 proof Quarter dies to strike some coins for circulation after preparing 
the specimen pieces. We would like to hear from anyone who may have more infor¬ 
mation regarding the die characteristics of both the proof and business strike 1863 

PCGS#: 5458. 

Purchased Jrom Jim Payette on May 10, 1983 



2246 1864 Breen-4037. Briggs 1-A. MS-62 (NGC). P-mint Quarter 
production continued to fall through 1864, a mere 94,070 pieces 
emerging from the dies. An important survivor of the business strike 
delivery, this frosty example is overlaid in scintillating golden irides¬ 
cence. Crisply delineated over all features with only a few wispy 
abrasions seeming to account for the BU designation. Most Mint 
State 1864 Quarters are of the Briggs 1-A die marriage, but such 
coins are offered more infrequently than similarly dated proofs. An 
important bidding opportunity. 

PCGS#: 5459. 

Ex: Stacks, June 19 - 20, 1991, Lot 208 



2247 1864-S Breen-4038. Briggs 1-A. EF-45 (NGC). An issue that 
is immediately recognizable among specialists, the 1864-S is legiti¬ 
mately rare at all levels of preservation. Even well worn (G/VG) 
coins have received an R.4 rating from Larry Briggs, with those grad¬ 
ing EF-AU rated High R.6. Fortunately for interested bidders, this 
coin is not only minimally worn, but the surfaces are essentially 
problem-free for the grade. Light overall rub is noted, the devices 
retaining plenty of bold-to-sharp striking detail. The scattered abra¬ 
sions include one or two shallow obverse grazes that we mention 
solely for accuracy. All-in-all, the eye appeal is strong for the Choice 
EF designation. This issue’s paltry original mintage of 20,000 pieces 
only partially explains its rarity, for heavy commercial use must also 
be mentioned. 

PCGS#: 5460. 

Ex: Douglas Weaver, Lot 5985 
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2248 1865 Breen-4040, Briggs 1-A. AU-50 (NGC). Warm heather- 
gray toning overlays the reverse, the obverse exhibiting somewhat rich¬ 
er lavender-charcoal and sea-green hues. Both sides are equally origi¬ 
nal with overall sharp definition and no mentionable detractions. 
Only 59,300 Quarters were produced in the Philadelphia Mint in 
1865, and business strikes are elusive at all levels of preservation. 

PCGS#: 5461. 

Ex: Coin Galleries, May 17, 1983 



2249 1865-S Breen-4041, Briggs 1 Die State-A. AU-58 (NGC). 
Predominantly lustrous with a satin-to-softly frosted sheen, this coin 
is lightly patinated in golden iridescence. Scattered abrasions are 
noted, but all are small in size and individually inconspicuous. 
Produced in slightly greater numbers than the 1864-S, the 1865-S 
(41,000 pieces delivered) is not quite as elusive as the preceding S- 
mint Quarter. Nevertheless, the ‘65-S is a rare coin in its own right 
with most of the precious few examples extant grading no finer 
than VF. 

PCGS#: 5462. 

Ex: Douglas Weaver, Lot 7638 



2250 1866 Breen-4046, Briggs 1-A. Motto. MS-63 (PCGS). The 
religious revival that swept the United States in response to the ter¬ 
rible bloodletting of the Civil War prompted Congress to mandate 
the addition of the motto IN GOD WE TRUST to the Seated 
Quarter, Half Dollar, and Silver Dollar. The authorizing act for this 
addition was dated March 3. 1865, but the first Motto examples 
were not delivered (or circulation until the following year. The pres¬ 
ent Quarter is one of only 16,800 business strikes produced, and it 
is neither matched nor surpassed in technical quality by many other 
examples at PCGS. The toning is most impressive, the otherwise 
steel-gray sheen yielding to intense cobalt-blue shadings in several 
peripheral areas. Some reddish-apricot undertones are also seen on 
the reverse, but we are unable to find any outwardly distracting abra¬ 
sions. The obverse is sharply struck, as is the reverse over all features 
save for the left eagle. This unevenness of strike is due to early die 
damage, the effects of which can be seen on numerous survivors of 
this issue. A coin for the collector who appreciates rarity, strong tech¬ 
nical quality, and undeniable originality. 

PCGS Population: 2; just 10 arc liner. 

PCGS#: 5468. 

Purchased from Jim O’Donnell on July 31, 1997 



2251 1866-S Breen-4047, Briggs 1-A, the only known dies. EF-45 
(NGC). Another S-mint Seated Quarter that is not encountered with 
any regularity in today’s market, the 1866-S has an original mintage of 
just 28,000 pieces. This is a high grade survivor by the standards of 
this, issue, both sides displaying even dove-gray patina that assumes a 
slightly brighter appearance at more direct angles. Overall light in wear 
with the expected number of mostly small abrasions. A problem-free 
representative that is sure to see spirited bidding. 

NGC Census: 1; with a mere five finer. 

PCGS#: 5469. 

Ex: Westchester Collection (Bowers and Merena) Lot 1693 

2252 1867 Breen-4048, Briggs 1-A. EF-45 (PCGS). This is an elu¬ 
sive issue from a mintage of just 20,000 coins. While a few Mint 
State examples have been certified, the reality of today’s market 
today is that a nice EF example as offered here represents an impor¬ 
tant opportunity for the date collector. Well blended steel-gray 
shades envelop bold, lightly worn features. Direct angles call forth 
isolated swirls of cobalt-blue tinting, but the surfaces display a prob¬ 
lem-free (for the grade) appearance even under close scrutiny with a 
loupe. 

PCGS#: 5470. 

Purchased from Jonathan K. Kern 



2253 1867-S Breen-4049, Briggs 1-A, the only known dies. AU-55. 
Scattered hairlines suggest an old cleaning, the surfaces having 
retoned in not unattractive apricot and silver-gray iridescence. While 
not problem-free, this sharply defined survivor presents relatively 
well with no sizeable abrasions. Among early Motto Quarters from 
the San Francisco Mint, the 1867-S (48,000 pieces produced) is 
more available than the 1866-S, but rarer than the 1868-S. 

This issue shares a reverse die with the 1866-S Seated Quarter. 

PCGS#: 5471. 

Ex: Tower Hill Collection (Bowers and Merena, September 13 - 15, 

1993) Lot 1381 

2254 1868 Breen-4050, Briggs 1-A. AU-53 (NGC). The silver-gray 
surfaces are partially lustrous with sharp definition in virtually all 
areas. This is an originally preserved survivor of this low mintage 
(30,000 pieces) issue with no individually distracting abrasions. 

PCGS#: 5472. 
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2255 1868-S Breen-4051, Briggs 1-A. AU-58 (NGC). By the time 
the majority of numismatists took notice of this issue, most of the 
96,000 pieces produced had passed into history alongside the fron¬ 
tier upon which they saw commercial use. The present example is 
certainly one of the few survivors that retains most or all of the orig¬ 
inal finish. The texture is satiny in sheen, and the virtually untoned 
centers are framed by warm champagne, gold, and cobalt-blue shad¬ 
ings. The striking detail is sharp throughout, and there is a note¬ 
worthy lack of distracting abrasions on both sides. 

NGC Census: 3; 10 finer. 

PCGS#: 5473. 

Purchased from Mike Graham on October 28, 1983 



2256 1869 Breen-4052, Briggs 1-A. VF-35 (NGC). The tradition of 
low mintages continued in 1869 with just 16,000 business strike 
Quarter Dollars produced in Philadelphia. This mid-grade represen¬ 
tative is overlaid in warm slate-gray patina. The wear is light-to- 
moderate with an even distribution and no individually conspicuous 
circulation marks. 

PCGS#: 5474. 

Purchased from Jack Beymer on August 15, 1983 



2257 1869-S Breen-4053, Briggs 1 Die State-A, the only known 
dies. AU-58 (PCGS). This is the finest quality that most collectors 
will have the opportunity to bid on for an 1869-S Quarter. 
Overlapping swirls of slate-gray and dove-gray patina adorn both 
sides. The striking detail is sufficiently sharp with crisp delineation 
over the focal features. The peripheries, as should be expected for the 
issue, are a bit more softly impressed. The bisecting crack (as struck) 
through the upper obverse confirms the late die state. The surfaces 
appear as smooth with nary a distracting abrasion to report. One of 
the finest survivors of this 76,000-coin delivery known to PCGS. 

Although not used in the production of 1868-S Quarters, the reverse die of the 
1869-S is the same that the Mint used to delivery 1866-S and 1867-S examples. It is 
most readily identifiable by the presence of a die scratch within the lower loop of the 
mintmark. 

PCGS Population: 2; 5 finer. 

PCGS#: 5475. 

Purchased from Roy Ashe on August 28, 1987 


2258 1870 Breen-4054, Briggs 1-A. EF-40 (NGC). Although the 
Civil War ended in 1865, specie payments remained suspended 
through the early years of the following decade, thereby keeping P- 
mint Quarter production low in 1870. A lightly circulated survivor 
of the 86,400-piece business strike delivery, this EF coin displays sil¬ 
ver-gray patina over moderately abraded features. Remnants of orig¬ 
inal luster are seen as the coin dips into a light. 

This is an interesting issue in that, while the proofs were struck from a lightly rusted 
reverse die, the business strikes exhibit heavy obverse die rust on Liberty’s portrait. 
PCGS#: 5476. 

Purchased from Jim Payette on October 8, 1983 


Fabled 1870-CC Seated Liberty Quarter 

Impressive and Problem-Free Choice EF Quality 



2259 1870-CC Breen-4055, Briggs 1-A, the only known dies. EF- 
45 (PCGS). A date that needs no introduction among specialists, 
the historically significant 1870-CC is the premier U.S. Quarter 
delivery achieved in Nevada’s Carson City Mint. The facility com¬ 
menced coinage operations that year, although a paltry total of just 
8,340 pieces is all that it managed to achieve in Quarters. Whereas 
a decent number of 1870-CC Seated Dollars appear to have been 
saved as the first of their kind, the same thing did not happen in the 
case of the ‘70-CC Quarter. Today, the latter issue is one of the rarest 
in the entire Seated Liberty series with examples seldom appearing 
for auction at any level of preservation. You can imagine our delight 
at being able to offer a Choice EF representative in this sale. 

As an issue, the 1870-CC suffers from a production problem 
that does not plague many other deliveries in the Seated Quarter 
series. Rather than follow the accepted annealing process to prepare 
planchets of 90% silver and 10% copper, the staff in Carson City 
decided to use pure silver from the nearby Comstock Lode. The 
resulting coins proved far less durable than, for example, 1870- 
dated examples from the Philadelphia Mint. The CC-mint pieces 
not only wore down more quickly, but proved quite susceptible to 
corrosion. When offered at all, therefore, the 1870-CC is apt to be 
in well worn condition with problems of some sort. 

That said, we would like to focus bidder attention on the pres¬ 
ent example. The level of surface preservation is truly remarkable 
for the issue, both sides exhibiting a relatively smooth sheen with 
no corrosion or singularly mentionable abrasions. In fact, there are 
not all that many circulation marks of any size, and the eye appeal 
further benefits from an even endowment of steel-gray patina. The 
central design elements are sufficiently sharp, the peripheral features 
also being essentially so with the exception of some trivial bluntness 
of detail over the obverse star centrils. The keen interest that many 
Seated Quarter and CC-mint specialists show in tracing the pedi¬ 
gree of extant ‘70-CC Quarters compels us to mention a tiny 
obverse scrape at Liberty’s left (facing) elbow. Certainly among the 
highlights of the extensive offerings of Seated coinage in this sale. 
There is only one known die marriage for the 1870-CC Quarter, all genuine exam¬ 
ples displaying a small, widely spaced CC mintmark and an as made die scratch 
within the F in OF. This reverse die was retained in use to deliver all known 1871- 
CC, 1872-CC, and 1873-CC Arrows Quarters. 

PCGS Population: 4; with a lone AU-55 example certified finer. 

PCGS#: 5477 
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2260 1871 Breen-4056, Briggs 5-C. AU-53 (NGC). This issue’s orig¬ 
inal mintage of 119,160 pieces, while certainly limited, is actually 
among the more generous for the era. Nevertheless, the 1871 is elu¬ 
sive as a business strike with Briggs (1991) suggesting that many 
coins may have been melted in 1873. This original looking, “old sil¬ 
ver” example is sharply defined with light highpoint rub and a few 
scattered grazes. 

PCGS#: 5478. 


2261 1871-CC Breen-4059, Briggs 1-A, the only known dies. EF- 
45. l ightly cleaned long ago, the surfaces have since retoned in 
dominant slate-gray shades. There are also a few swirls of olive tint¬ 
ing here and there, most notably on the reverse. Both sides are typi¬ 
cally well struck for the issue with only light wear and no sizeable 
abrasions. The second CC-mint issue in the Seated Quarter series, 
the 1871-CC has an original mintage of just 10,890 pieces. 
Survivors are a bit more available than those of the 1870-CC deliv¬ 
ery, but not by much, most known coins displaying heavy wear 
and/or pitted planchets. An EF representative of any quality is a find 
for both Seated Quarter and Carson City Mint aficionados. 

PCGS#: 5479. 

Purchased from Jack Beymer on July 29, 1985 


2262 1871-S Breen-4058, Briggs 1-A, the only known dies. EF-45 
(NGC). Apparently, six Mint State 1871-S Seated Quarters turned 
up in England in 1977. These notwithstanding, this issue (30,900 
pieces produced) is rare in both the finer circulated and Uncirculated 
grades. Evenly distributed pearl-gray toning envelops devices that are 
bold 1 , defined despite a little light highpoint rub. None of the scat¬ 
tered abrasions are either sizeable or outwardly distracting, and there 
are a few faint remnants of mint luster on the reverse. All-in-all, this 
coin presents very well for the grade, and it is sure to elicit strong 
bids. Although the 1871-S lives in the shadow of its similarly dated 
CC-mint counterpart, specialists realize that it is a legitimately rare 
issue in its own right. 

PCGS#: 5480. 

Purchased from Mike Vezzeti on March 10, 1983 

2263 1872 Breen-4060, Briggs 2-B. AU-55 (NGC). Like the 1871. 
the 1872 is more challenging to locate than its original mintage 
might suggest. The satin finish is mostly intact, particularly on the 
reverse, with the obverse displaying mottled lilac-silver and russet- 
gray patination. Well struck in most areas with no noteworthy abra¬ 
sions. 

PCGS#: 5481. 

Purchased from Heritage 


Key Date 1872-CC Quarter 

Choice EF Grade at NGC 


2264 1872-CC Breen-4062, Briggs 1-A, the only known dies. EF- 
45 (NGC). The olive-gray toning that envelops both sides is a bit 
lighter in hue on the reverse than on the obverse. Both sides are 
equally distraction-free with there actually being no outwardly 
bothersome abrasions. Overall light wear is noted, but the focal fea¬ 
tures are sufficiently bold. The 1872-CC is plagued by the same 
striking problems (pure Comstock silver) noted above for the 1870- 
CC, as are the 1871-CC and 1873-CC issues. It should come as no 
surprise, therefore, that circulated ‘72-CC Quarters are elusive in 
problem-free VG-VF grades and downright rare in both EF and 
AU. This is one of the most technically and visually appealing 
Extremely Fine examples that we have handled in recent memory. 
NGC Census: 2; with just 1 AU-50 coin and a spectacular MS-66 piece finer at this 
grading service. 

PCGS#: 5482. 


Low Mintage 1872-S Quarter Rarity 

Seldom Offered Choice Mint State Quality 


2265 1872-S Breen-4061, Briggs 1-A, the only known dies. MS- 
63. This issue rivals the 1860-S as the rarest San Francisco Mint 
Seated Liberty Quarter. Not only was the mintage limited to 
83,000 pieces, but we suspect that many undistributed examples 
were melted in the Mint to provide bullion for the 1873-S and 
1874-S Arrows coinage. We are aware of very few Mint State ‘72-S 
Quarters appearing at auction within the past decade. In terms of 
technical quality, the coin that we are offering here rivals that which 
realized $11,000 as lot 1501 in our April 1997 sale of the Louis E. 
Eliasberg, Sr. Collection. Dusky-gold coning envelops lustrous, 
satiny surfaces with suggestions of pale lilac and apricot undertones 
toward the lower obverse border. There are no outwardly distract¬ 
ing abrasions—an uncommon feature for a silver coin of this size at 
the MS-63 level. Although the casual collector may not realize it, 
this coin is one of the rarest and most significant coins in this sale. 

Removed from an MS-63 NGC holder. 

NGC Census: 3:7 finer. These figures may be slightly inflated due to resubmissions. 

PCGS#: 5483. 

Purchased from Delaware Valley Rare Coins on July 30, 1993 
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2266 1873 Breen-4063, Briggs 3-B. No Arrows. Closed 3. AU-50 
(NGC). A limited original mintage of 40,600 pieces does not even 
begin to explain the rarity of business strike 1873 No Arrows, Closed 
3 Quarters. This is an extensively melted issue with even the lowest 
grade survivors meriting an R.5 rating from Larry Briggs. This 
important AU representative is toned in lavender-gray shades that 
assume a somewhat olive-gray color on the reverse. The striking def¬ 
inition is sharp, and the wear is light. Problem-free for the grade, and 
sure to bring out the aggressiveness in many bidders. 

One of only five examples certified at all grade levels by NGC. 

PCGS#: 5484. 

2267 1873 Breen-4064, Briggs 1-A. No Arrows. Open 3. AU-50 
(NGC). Gorgeous album toning overlays both sides with gold, 
blue, and lilac-gray colors moving from the rims to the centers. With 
only light highpoint rub and no circulation marks of note, this coin 
possesses uncommonly strong eye appeal for the AU-50 level. 
Although not as rare as its similarly dated Closed 3 counterpart, the 
1873 No Arrows, Open 3 is more challenging to locate than an orig¬ 
inal mintage of 172,000 pieces might suggest, once again attesting 
to the fact that many examples most certainly never left the Mint. 

PCGS#: 5485. 

Ex: Harmer Rooke Numismatists, Lot 376 

2268 1873 Breen-4066. Arrows. AU-58 (NGC). As the premier P- 
mint issue in the Arrows, Motto Seated Quarter series, the 1873 is a 
perennially popular issue among type collectors. This virtually fully 
lustrous example is frosty in sheen with delicate golden iridescence. 
Sharply struck throughout, and free of all but a few wispy, well scat¬ 
tered abrasions. 

PCGS#: 5491. 

Ex: Stacks, June 20 - 21, 1985, Lot 492 



2269 1873-CC Breen-4069, Briggs 1-A, the only known dies. 
Arrows. EF-45. The absence of an 1874-CC Quarter delivery 
means that the 1873-CC is the only Carson City Mint issue of this 
two-year type. It is also a rare issue, the original mintage being just 
12,462 pieces. This particular example is free of the planchet prob¬ 
lems that often plague survivors of the 1870-1873 CC-mint silver 
issues, but there are some scattered hairlines. Regardless, both sides 
present relatively well with golden-gray patination and only a single 
obverse scrape after star 13 that is worthy of individual mention. 

PCGS#: 5492. 

Ex: Murray, Swope, Young, and Van Ormer Collections (Bowers and 

Merena, September 1985) Lot 1957 



2270 1873-S Breen-4067, Briggs 2-B. Arrows. AU-58 (NGC). 
Although the 2004 Guide Book prices both issues identically in cir¬ 
culated grades, the 1873-S (156,000 pieces produced) is about twice 
as rare as the 1874-S. Shimmering, satin luster is seen over smartly 
impressed features, this despite a little light rub. Delicate champagne 
iridescence yields to a blush of olive-copper patina at the lower 
obverse border. Uncommonly abrasion-free for an example that saw 
actual use in commerce, and worthy of a competitive bid. 

PCGS#: 5493. 

Ex: Stacks, February 10 - 13, Lot 1375 

2271 1874 Breen-4070,' Briggs 4-C. Arrows. AU-53 (NGC). Richly 
and originally toned, this otherwise steel-gray example assumes a 
copper-gray tint in much of the reverse field. A sharp, minimally 
abraded representative for the AU quality type collector. 

PCGS#: 5494. 

Purchased from Larry Whitlow 

2272 1874-S Breen-4071, Briggs 3-A. Arrows. EF-45 (NGC). The 
1874-S is perhaps the most frequently selected Arrows, Motto 
Seated Quarter among branch mint type collectors. This original, 
lilac-gray representative is solidly graded at the EF level with no 
noteworthy handling marks. 

PCGS#: 5495. 

Purchased from Jim Payette on May 10, 1983 

2273 1875 Breen-4073, Briggs 2-B. Type II Reverse. AU-58 (NGC). 

The No Arrows, Motto Seated Quarter design resumed in 1875, the 
Mint also introducing a new reverse hub with the letters in STATES 
noticeably separated at their bases. An even endowment of rich copper- 
gray toning blankets both sides of this sharp, nearly wear-free example. 
There are no distracting abrasions visible to the naked eye. 

PCGS#: 5498. 

Ex: Coin Galleries, August 19, 1987, Lot 1772 

2274 1875-CC Breen-4079, Briggs 1-A. EF-45 (NGC). The 1875- 
CC tends to be overlooked by collectors who are fixated on the 
1870-1873 issues from this branch mint, but it is a surprisingly 
scarce coin with an original mintage of just 140,000 pieces. 
Originally toned in rich charcoal-gray shades, the present example 
displays problem-free, Choice EF surfaces and overall light rub. 

PCGS#: 5499. 

Purchased from Tim Jewison on April 25, 1983 

2275 1875-S Breen-4075, Briggs 2-B. Type I Reverse. AU-53 
(NGC). This toned, olive-gray example survived a short stint in cir¬ 
culation without acquiring any abrasions of note. Plenty of definition 
remains from an overall sharp strike from the dies. The scarcity of this 
issue in all grades has led Larry Briggs (1991) to question the validity 
of the 680,000-piece mintage reported in official documents. 

PCGS#: 5500. 

Purchased from Norman Pullen 

2276 1876 Breen-4082. Type II Reverse. AU-58 (NGC). Blushes of 
reddish-orange, gold, and powder-blue tinting accent the otherwise 
slate-gray surfaces. There are no mentionable post-production dis¬ 
tractions, but a loupe reveals die cracks (as struck) encircling much 
of the peripheries on both sides. We wholeheartedly recommend the 
1876 to type collectors who desire just a single represent of the 
1838-1891 Seated Quarter type. 

PCGS#: 5501. 

Ex: Coin Galleries, August 16, 1983, Lot 1726 
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2277 1876-CC Breen-4090. Type II Reverse. Small CC. EF-40 
(NGC). Dusky lavender-gray toning blankets devices that are over¬ 
all sharp in detail despite having seen 20 points of circulation. A 
problem-free EF representative of CC-mint Quarter production. 

PCGS#: 5502. 

Purchased from Jim Payette on May 10, 1983 

2278 1876-S Breen-4086. Type II Reverse. Tall S. MS-62 (NGC). 
Solidly within the Mint State grade range, this frosty, golden toned 
example reveals swirling cartwheel luster effects as the coin rotates 
under a light. Sharply struck over all devices save for a few of those 
around the peripheries, this minimally abraded BU coin is a pleas¬ 
ing representative of the Motto Seated Quarter type. 

PCGS#: 5503. 

Purchasedfrom Mike Graham on October 1, 1986 

2279 1877 Breen-4092. AU-55 (NGC). Warmly patinated in silver- 
gray shades, both sides also display gold and powder-blue under¬ 
tones at more direct angles. With a sizeable original mintage, this 
sharp looking example would fit nicely into a Choice AU type set. 

PCGS#: 5504. 

Purchased from Jonathan K. Kern 

2280 1877-CC Breen-4097, Briggs 3-C. Tall Close CC. AU-53 
(PCGS). Like the 1876-CC, the 1877-CC (4.1 million pieces pro¬ 
duced) is a plentiful Carson City Mint issue in the Seated Quarter 
series. With much of the satiny luster remaining, this sharply struck, 
lightly toned example should have little trouble finding its way into 
either a type or date set of AU quality coins. Hints of brightness in 
the fields are seen at direct angles. 

PCGS#: 5505. 

PurchasedJbm Stamps, Coins, Shell Etc on March 9, 1982 

2281 1877-S Breen-4093. Large S. AU-58 (NGC). The golden-gray 
surfaces are predominantly lustrous with a frosty sheen. Sharply 
detailed in virtually all areas, this near-Mint type candidate is free of 
noteworthy handling marks. 

PCGS#: 5506. 

Purchased from Norman Pullen 

2282 1878 Breen-4101. AU-50 (PCGS). Richly toned, the surfaces 
are awash in cobalt-blue and reddish-gold iridescence that assumes a 
golden-gray appearance over much of the obverse. The striking qual¬ 
ity is uncommonly sharp for the issue, and the wear is light over only 
the higher design elements. Despite an original mintage of 2.2 mil¬ 
lion pieces, the 1878 is a scarce coin that is especially difficult to 
locate in the lower circulated grades. It is possible that this issue did 
not see widespread circulation with many examples being melted in 
rhe Mint to provide bullion for the initial Morgan Dollar deliveries. 

PCGS#: 5508. 

Purchased from Bowers and Merena 

2283 1878-CC Breen-4103, Briggs 2-B. AU-58 (PCGS). After 
1878, the only silver coins produced in the Carson City Mint were 
Morgan Silver Dollars. This final-year CC-mint Quarter has an orig¬ 
inal mintage of 996,000 pieces, and survivors are more difficult to 
locate than those of the 1876-CC and 1877-CC deliveries. The oth¬ 
erwise silver tinged surfaces reveal blended pastel undertones at 
direct angles. Struck from clashed dies, evidence of which can be 
seen in the fields. Sharply impressed, nonetheless, with a problem- 
free appearance for the grade. 

PCGS#: 5509. 

Purchased from Paul L. Koppenhaver 



2284 1878-S Breen-4102, Briggs 1-A, the only known dies. MS-61 
(NGC). Vivid electric-blue iridescence frames the reverse periphery 
and much of that area on the obverse, the balance of both sides 
exhibiting slightly mottled copper-gray patina. There is no bother¬ 
some striking incompleteness, and the number of wispy abrasions is 
uncommonly minimal for the BU level of preservation. Prior to 
1970, the 1878-S was rated as the third rarest Seated Quarter from 
the San Francisco Mint. While it no longer rates that high on the 
rarity scale, the ‘78-S (140,000 pieces struck) is still a scarce issue 
that is particularly difficult to locate in Mint State. 

NGC Census: 1; 12 finer. 

PCGS#: 5510. 

Ex: Coin Galleries, August 7, 1985, Lot 2862 

2285 1879 Breen-4105, Briggs 1-A. MS-63 (PCGS). Beginning in 
1879 and continuing through 1890, yearly Seated Quarter produc¬ 
tion at the Philadelphia Mint remained below the 100,000-coin 
mark. There are two theories for this limited production: the Mint 
had its hands full striking Silver Dollars, and/or there was no need 
for new Quarters in circulation since the Treasury Department was 
re-releasing many older examples that had been hoarded since the 
Civil War. The 1879 has a business strike delivery of 13,600 pieces, 
one of which is this richly toned survivor. Copper-gray obverse ton¬ 
ing yields to cobalt-blue and lavender undertones at direct angles. 
The reverse is equally sharp in strike with golden-blue shades back¬ 
lighting olive-gray patination. The underlying mint luster is full with 
a particularly bright sheen on the reverse. 

PCGS#.- 5511. 

Purchased from Alpine Numismatics on June 27, 2000 

2286 1880 Breen-4107, Briggs 1-A. AU-55 (NGC). Silver-gray pati¬ 
na yields to electric-blue highlights in a few areas at the denticles. 
This partially lustrous example is overall sharp in detail with slight¬ 
ly scuffy surfaces from a short stint in circulation. One of just 
14,955 Quarters produced in 1880, and desirable as such. 

PCGS#: 5512. 

Purchased from J. J. Teaparty on August 15, 1983 

2287 1881 Breen-4108, Briggs 1-A." AU-58 (NGC). This issue is 
more difficult to locate than the 1879 and 1880. Rich cobalt-gray 
toning overlays the obverse with similar hues adorning the reverse in 
a somewhat dappled fashion. With the exception of the obverse star 
centrils, which are always softly defined on business strikes of this 
issue, the devices are sharply struck with only minimal highpoint 
rub. A mere 12,975 Quarters were prepared at the Philadelphia 
Mint in 1881, 12,000 pieces of which were intended for circulation. 

PCGS#: 5513. 

Ex: Admiral O. H. Dodson and Dr. Richard L. Collier Collection 

(Bowers and Merena, June 20, 1984) Lot 4002 
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2288 1882 Breen-4109, Briggs 1-A. MS-63 (NGC). Silver tinged iri¬ 
descence allows full appreciation of modest, yet appreciable cart¬ 
wheel luster effects. The strike is as sharp as one should expect for 
the issue, and the surfaces are free of all but one or two inconse¬ 
quential abrasions. The 1882 (15,200 business strikes produced) is 
the scarcest of the low mintage 1879-1890 P-mint Quarters deliv¬ 
ered to date. 

PCGS#: 5514. 

2289 1883 Breen-4110, Briggs 1-A. AU-50 (PCGS). The otherwise 
silver-gray surfaces reveal richer copper-olive toning around the 
peripheries. Sharply impressed throughout without individually 
bothersome abrasions. 

PCGS has certified this coin as a business strike, and it certainly has the appearance 
of one. However, the diagnostics match those of the Briggs 1-A marriage. According 
to the author (1991), this is the die marriage that the Mint used to strike proof 
Quarters in 1883, not business strikes. The obverse reveals remnants of an errant 83 
in the denticles below the 88 in the date. While reverse A was used to strike both 
’ proofs and business strikes, the early state represented by this coin (upper olive berry 

still attached to branch) is supposed to exist only on proofs. A coin that is deserving 
of additional study by Seated Quarter variety specialists. 

PCGS#: 5515. 

Purchased from Heritage 

2290 1884 Breen-4111, Briggs 1-A. EF-45 (NGC). This issue has the 
second lowest mintage of any Quarter Dollar produced in the 1880s. 
Just 8,000 pieces were struck for circulation purposes, although 
worn examples such as the present Choice EF coin are actually 
scarcer than Mint State survivors. Richly toned in mottled tan-gray 
and copper-gray shades, the surfaces are silent on the subject of out¬ 
wardly bothersome abrasions. Pleasingly sharp in overall definition. 

PCGS#: 5516. 

Purchased from Jim Payette on May 6, 1983 

2291 1885 Breen-4112, Briggs 2-A. AU-53 (NGC). Deeply set blue- 
gray toning envelops not overly abraded surfaces. The patination 
lightens a bit in the more protected areas around the devices. An 
important business strike survivor from a total 1885 Quarter pro¬ 
duction of just 14,530 pieces. 

PCGS#: 5517. 

Purchased from Harry Laibstain on January 12, 1984 

2292 1886 Breen-4113, Briggs 1-A. EF-45 (PCGS). With the excep¬ 
tion of the 1873-CC No Arrows, the 1886 is the rarest Seated 
Quarter in circulated grades. A mere 5,000 business strikes were 
produced, and, like the other low mintage issues of this decade, most 
examples probably never reached the avenues of commerce. Here’s 
one coin that did, the surfaces acquiring overall light rub, but only a 
few trivial abrasions. Richly toned in russet-gray hues, this example 
should be of obvious importance to Seated Quarter date collectors. 

PCGS Population: only two coins in all circulated grades. 

PCGS#: 5518. 



2293 1887 Breen-4115, Briggs 1-A. AU-50 (NGC). Although this 
date has been widely hoarded since the time of issue, most examples 
in today’s market are Mint State. This is a scarcer circulated example 
with silver-gray patina that deepens to olive-russet shading toward 
the borders. One or two obverse abrasions are seen, but the overall 
sharp definition ensures relatively solid eye appeal. Mintage: 10,000 
business strikes. 

PCGS#: 5519. 

Purchased from Norman Pullen 

2294 1888 Breen-4116, Briggs 1-A. EF-45 (NGC). Slate-gray patina 
is seen on both sides, the reverse also exhibiting mottled russet shad¬ 
ings. There are no areas of excessive loss of detail, and noteworthy 
abrasions are also not seen. Although the 1888 has the same business 
strike mintage (10,000 pieces) as the 1887, it is a scarcer coin at all 

n levels of preservation. 

^ PCGS#: 5520. 

Purchased from Mike Vezzeti on June 22, 1983 

2295 1888-S Breen-4117, Briggs 2-B. MS-60. This is a well struck 
example with crisp delineation between the devices. The reverse is 
lustrous, but the obverse is a bit glossy in texture from a probable 
light cleaning. A virtually untoned survivor of an issue that is typi¬ 
cally found well worn. The 1888-S is the only branch mint Seated 
Quarter delivered in the 1880s, and, as an issue, it probably saw 
extensive commercial in the western United States. 

PCGS#: 5521. 

Purchased from Summitt Rare Coins on May 28, 1991 

2296 1889 Breen-4118, Briggs 1-A. EF-45 (NGC). This original, 
golden-gray example reveals faint blushes of original mint luster 
around some of the peripheral devices. An overall sharp, problem- 
free EF representative of this low mintage (12,000 business strikes) 
Quarter delivery. 

PCGS#: 5522. 

Purchased from Norman Pullen 

2297 1890 Breen-4119, Briggs 2-B. AU-55 (NGC). Original silver- 
gray patina with a crescent of blue-gray color along the lower and 
right obverse borders. This is the final low mintage Philadelphia 
Mint issue in the Seated Quarter series, with 80,000 business strikes 
and 590 proofs delivered. 

PCGS#: 5523. 

Purchased from Greenville South Carolina Coin Show on February 26, 

1983 

2298 1891 Breen-4120, Briggs. AU-53 (PCGS). A coin for the final- 
year type collector who values originality, both sides exhibit mottled 
powder-blue and reddish-gold highlights over a base of medium gray 
patina. Sharply impressed with little wear and virtually no outward¬ 
ly distracting abrasions. 

PCGS#: 5524. 

Purchased from Charlotte North Carolina Coin Show on June 24, 1983 
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2299 1891-0 Breen-4121, Briggs l-A. AU-58 (PCGS). The New 
Orleans Mint delivered its first Quarters after the Civil War in 1891. 
The ‘91-0 is not only a final-year issue in the Seated Quarter series, 
but it is the only O-mint delivery of the Motto type. What’s more, 
this issue is one of the keys to this long-lived silver series. This 
impressively pedigreed example displays a silver tinged central 
obverse with rich reddish-orange peripheral toning on that side. The 
reverse is equally original with overlapping swirls of gold, apricot, 
lilac, and cobalt-blue colors. Plenty of mint luster remains, as does 
overall sharp striking definition. Clashmarks (as produced, and not 
uncommon for the issue) are seen in the fields, but the only pedigree 
marker of note is perhaps a miniscule (one will need a loupe to see 
it) slanting graze in the reverse field between the AR in QUAR. Only 
68,000 1891-0 Quarters were produced, and survivors are scarce- 
to-rare in all grades with most being no finer VF. This is one of the 
most appealing examples that we have ever handled. 

PCGS Population: 2: with a mere five pieces in Mint State. 

PCGS#: 5525. 

From our salt of the Norweb Collection. 

2300 1891-S Breen-4122. AU-58 (NGC). The San Francisco Mint 
completed its overall production of Seated Quarters with a delivery 
of 2.2 million pieces in 1891. 1 his near-Mint survivor is originally 
toned in silver-gray and champagne-apricot shades. Problem-free for 
the grade with partial mint luster and a crisp strike. 

PCGS#: 5526. 

Purchased from Jim Payette on December 21, 1984 

SEATED HALF DOLLARS 



2301 1839 Breen-4743. No Drapery. AU-55 (NGC). Blushes of 
mint luster are seen here and there, the surfaces being mostly gold¬ 
en toned. There is also a swirl of light russet tinting at star 2 on the 
obverse. Neither side reveals many abrasions, and certainly none that 
are individually bothersome, and the otherwise sharp definition 
wanes a little on the reverse at the eagle’s left (facing) leg. This is the 
premier issue of Christian Gobrecht’s Seated Half Dollar. The design 
was modified before the end of 1839 to include extra drapery below 
Liberty’s left elbow, making the ‘39 No Drapery an important one- 
year type. High grade, high quality representatives of this issue are 
seldom offered in today’s market. 

PCGS#: 6230. 

Purchased from Charlotte Coin & Gold on December 14, 1982 



2302 1839 Breen-4745. With Drapery. MS-63 (PCGS). The addi¬ 
tion of drapery folds at Liberty’s right (facing) elbow and a reduction 
in size to the rock upon which she is seated are the only major 
changes to appear on the Drapery Seated Half Dollar type that 
debuted toward the end of 1839. As such, this Seated Liberty series 
is the only one that retained the basic essence of the Sully-Gobrecht 
motif for the duration of its lifespan. 

While circulated 1839 Drapery Halves are relatively obtainable, the 
same cannot be said for Mint State examples. This is an intensely 
lustrous coin whose surfaces are bursting with a frosty sheen. 
Iridescent champagne-apricot and powder-blue shades drift over 
sharply impressed features in a dappled fashion. The scattered abra¬ 
sions include a mentionable obverse graze on Liberty’s midsection. 
Nevertheless, this is a delightful coin to behold with both captivat¬ 
ing eye appeal and undeniable condition rarity in its corner. 

PCGS Population: 10: 16 finer. 

PCGS#: 6232. 

Ex: 333rd Sale (Kagin's, March 30 - 31, 1984), Lot 1688 



2303 1840 Breen-4747. Reverse of 1838. AU-58 (NGC). Long 
thought to be a product of the Philadelphia Mint because no mint- 
mark is present, the 1840 Medium Letters (or Reverse of 1838) was 
actually struck at the New Orleans facility using a leftover reverse die 
ol the former Reeded Edge type. Conclusive evidence for this fact 
was provided by Bill Bugert in our 1997 catalog of the Louis E. 
Eliasberg, Sr. Collection. In that catalog, Bugert explains how, by 
linking the two known obverse dies of the 1840 Reverse of 1838 
Hall with those used to strike 1840-0 examples, he proved that the 
former issue is, indeed, a product of the Louisiana branch mint. 

1 his is an appealing near-Mint example whose golden-gray sur¬ 
faces retain plenty of frosty mint luster. All features with the excep¬ 
tion of a few of the obverse star centrils are sharply defined, and only 
one or two abrasions on that side are moderate in size. This issue has 
long been ot interest to Seated Half specialists, although few have 
had, or will have, the opportunity to bid on a piece that is as mini¬ 
mally circulated as the coin in this lot. 

This coin was struck from Bugert s Obverse 2 of this variety with light die rust pim¬ 
ples on Liberty’s portrait and recutting on the stars. The reverse die was extensively 
cracked at the time of striking, as is always seen on examples of this varietv. 
Although we have included the Breen attribution for the sake of completion, we note 
that the author tailed to attribute this variety to the New Orleans Mint. Instead, he 
lists it as a Philadelphia Mint product and states: "Believed included in initial deliv¬ 
ery, May 30. 1840.” 

PCGS#: 6233. 
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2304 1840 Breen-4748. Reverse of 1839. AU-58 (PCGS). 
Variegated steel-gray iridescence drifts over both sides, the lower 
obverse border area revealing a blush of olive patination. Sharply 
struck over the focal features with a virtually bisecting reverse crack 
(as struck) through the eagles wings. Due to extensive circulation, 
this second-year P-mint delivery is more challenging to locate in the 
finer AU and Mint State grades than an original mintage of 1.4 mil¬ 
lion pieces might suggest. 

This variety is listed as “Small Letters” in both the 2004 Guide Book and Breens 

1988 Encyclopedia. 

PCGS#: 6234 

Ex: The Chalkley Collection (Superior Galleries, January 28 - 31, 1990), 

Lot 3568 



2305 1840-0 Breen-4753. Large O. MS-62 (NGC). The mintage of 
855,100 O-mint Half Dollars in 1840 was further broken down to 
separate individual mintages for three different mintmark varieties 
recorded by Walter Breen. According to Breen, this information was 
contained in a letter from the Superintendent of the New Orleans 
Mint, sent to Mint Director Robert Patterson, and dated April 18, 
1840. This golden toned representative is swirling with softly frost¬ 
ed luster. There are no ill-defined features on either side, and the 
number of scattered abrasions is relatively minimal for the grade. 
Conditionally scarce. 

Struck from a heavily rusted obverse die, evidence of which can be easily seen 
throughout Liberty’s portrait with a loupe. Although this die is not the same as that 
represented by the 1840 Reverse of 1838 example in this sale, it was also paired with 
that reverse and used to strike coins of that important O-mint variety. 

NGC Census: 4; just 9 finer. 

PCGS#: 6235. 

Ex: Stack’s, October 1998, Lot 384 

2306 1841 Breen-4754. AU-55 (NGC). From a limited original 
mintage of 310,000 coins comes this attractively patinated, Choice 
About Uncirculated example. The otherwise lilac-gray toning yields 
to more vivid powder-blue and orange-gold shadings around the 
obverse periphery. Ample remnants of a satiny finish are noted, as is 
crisp striking delineation between the design elements. A bit scuffy 
from circulation, yet free of sizeable distractions. 

PCGS#: 6236. 

2307 1841-0 Breen-4757. AU-58 (NGC). Rich, slightly mottled, 
reddish-russet toning dominates the outward appearance on the 
obverse of this smartly impressed O-mint Half. The reverse is silver 
tinged with myriad die breaks (as produced) around the periphery. 
There are not really any mentionable post-production distractions 
on either side, although scattered abrasions are, of course, noted. 
Minimally circulated survivors of the early O-mint Halves are 
nowhere near as common as some of the original mintages might 
suggest. 

PCGS#: 6237. 

Purchased from David W. Lange 




2308 1842 Breen-4759. Small Date. Reverse of 1842. MS-61 
(NGC). This Small Date variety is considerably scarcer than the 
Medium Date offered in the lot above, and is seldom encountered in 
full Mint State preservation. In his Encyclopedia, Walter Breen 
divided the mintage of 1842 Half Dollars for each variety, and stat¬ 
ed that this Small Date issue had a mintage of just 191,000 coins. A 
few swirls of “old silver” tinting interrupt the otherwise olive-apricot 
sheen of this original example. Sharply struck with satiny luster and 
a not overabundance of tiny, wispy abrasions. 

NGC has seen a mere four examples in MS-61, and there are just five additional 

PCGS#: 6240 

Purchasedfrom Delaware Valley Rare Coins on September 11, 1993 


Impressive 1842-0 Small Date Half Dollar Rarity 



2309 1842-0 Breen-4758. Small Date. Reverse of 1839. AU-58 
(NGC). This is the rarest single die variety in the O-mint Seated 
Half Dollar series. Although this variety is usually referred to as the 
Small Date, Reverse of 1839, the latter is actually a misnomer since 
no New Orleans Mint Halves of this design were struck in 1839. 
What numismatists are actually referring to with the latter designa¬ 
tion is the Small Letters reverse of the Seated Half introduced by the 
first Philadelphia Mint deliveries of 1839. Regardless, the ‘42-0 
Small Date, Reverse of 1839 is an issue that always elicits strong bids 
from collectors whenever an example appears at auction. Far finer 
than the typically offered survivor is this nearly Uncirculated, dove- 
gray representative. Some golden-olive highlights backlight the dom¬ 
inant patination, although not even direct light angles call forth any 
singularly noteworthy abrasions. With blushes of original luster and 
overall bold, if not sharp definition, this coin must be numbered as 
one of the most appealing circulated survivors of this variety. 

The Small Date, Reverse of 1839 Halves are thought to have been 
struck as part of the New Orleans Mints initial 1842-dated delivery on 
February 28 of that year. A certain percentage of this issue most cer¬ 
tainly included coins dated 1841-0 (see below), so we do not know 
exactly how many ‘42-0 Reverse of 1839 Halves were actually struck. 

The New Orleans Mint used one obverse die and two reverse dies to strike the 1842-0 
Small Date, Reverse of 1839 Halves. The die marriage represented by the present exam¬ 
ple is Beisde 3-F, with the O mintmark close to the arrow feather. The reverse of the 
other marriage, Beisde 3-G, was also mated with two 1841-dated obverses, albeit in a 
cracked later state, to strike 1841-0 Halves. We are therefore left with the intriguing 
conclusion that some 1841-0 Seated Halves were struck after some 1842-0 examples. 
Combined NGC and PCGS population for this variety is only four coins in AU-58 
and a mere three finer. 

PCGS#: 6238. 
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2310 1842 Breen-4760. Medium Date. MS-62 (NGC). Original in 
every sense of the word, this otherwise slate-gray example reveals 
splashes of multicolored peripheral toning that are much more 
extensive on the reverse. Both sides are equally well struck with only 
a few trivial abrasions here and there. Satin-to-softly frosted luster is 
noted. Although conditionally challenging in its own right, the 
Medium Date is actually the most plentiful Guide Book variety of 
the 1842 Philadelphia Mint Half Dollar delivery. 

NGC Census: 7; with a mere five finer. 

PCGS#: 6239. 


2311 1842-0 Breen-4764. Medium Date. Reverse of 1842. MS-62 
(NGC). Beginning in 1842, the Mint introduced a modified reverse 
design with large letters to the Seated Half Dollar series. The New 
Orleans facility delivered 754,000 examples of the Large Letters 
reverse (all of which display a Medium Date on the obverse) that 
year. Survivors of this mintage are more plentiful than those of the 
similarly dated Small Date, Reverse of 1839 delivery, but they are 
rare in Mint State. A coin for the toning enthusiast, the obverse dis¬ 
plays halos of gold and iridescent blue toning around a reddish-rus¬ 
set center. The reverse is predominantly slate-gray in sheen, but 
irregular splashes of the same obverse shades gravitate toward the 
border. With a sharp strike and uncommonly distraction-free sur¬ 
faces for the assigned grade, this coin is sure to delight even the most 
discerning specialist. 

NGC Census: 4; 6 finer. 

°CGS* 6242. 

Ex: Harmer Rooke Numismatists, Ltd., March 15, 1991, Lot 146 

2312 1843 Breen-4765. MS-61 (NGC). An important bidding oppor 
tunity for the Mint State type collector, this lustrous example dis¬ 
plays semi-reflective tendencies in the fields that are most readily 
appreciable on the reverse. That side is untoned, but the obverse 
exhibits mottled tan-russet and blue-gray patination around the 
periphery. Sharply impressed throughout with scattered, grade¬ 
defining abrasions and several light-to-moderate die breaks (as 
struck) emanating from the reverse border. 

PCGS#: 6243. 

Ex: Harmer Rooke Numismatics Ltd., Lot 494 



2313 1843-0 Breen-4767. MS-61 (NGC). The high grade rarity of 
this New Orleans Mint issue eclipses that of its similarly dated P- 
mint counterpart. Attractively toned in dominant tannish-gray 
shades, this frosty textured example also displays vivid sea-green and 
orange-gold patina around the obverse periphery. With a crisp strike 
and no outwardly bothersome abrasions, this coin has the eye 
appeal, if not the technical quality, of a finer Uncirculated grade. 

There is a cud-like die break (as struck) over the obverse rim above Liberty’s head. 

PCGS#: 6244. 

Ex: The Frontenac Sale (Bowers and Merena), Lot 3216 

2314 1844 Breen-4771. AU-58 (NGC). Rich dove-gray patina 
envelops boldly struck, minimally rubbed features. A problem-free, 
nearly Uncirculated representative of the No Motto Seated Half 
Dollar type. Some more vivid undertones are seen as the coin rotates 
under a light. 

PCGS#: 6245. 

Purchased from Eugene Bruder on January 9, 1999 

2315 1844-0 Breen-4773. AU-58 (NGC). This originally preserved 
example displays dominant “old silver” patination with blushes of 
pale olive tinting in a few areas toward the rims. The sharply struck 
features are overall smooth despite having spent a short time in cir¬ 
culation. All-in-all, a very pleasing example for the grade. 

PCGS#: 6246. 

Purchased from Jonathan Kern 


2316 1845 Breen-4776. MS-63 (NGC). Only 589,000 Half Dollars 
were struck in the Philadelphia Mint in 1845, a total that is quite a 
bit lower than that recorded for most other P-mint deliveries of the 
1840s. The 1845 is scarce in the BU grades, and rare at the Choice- 
Gem levels. Bright with a glowing, satin textured finish, both side 
are veiled in warm golden-apricot iridescence. There are hardly any 
features that are not sharply defined, and just one or two wispy abra¬ 
sions seem to preclude an even finer Mint State rating. Among the 
more important P-mint Seated Half offerings in this sale, and a find 
for the specialist. 

NGC Census: 2; just four are finer. (To these totals PCGS adds only three 
additional MS-63 coins and a further three MS-64 examples.) 

PCGS#: 6248. 

Ex: The James Bennett Pryor Collection (Bowers and Merena, January 
25, 1996), Lot 115 
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2317 1845-0 Breen-4778. No Drapery. AU-58 (NGC). This impor¬ 
tant Guide Book variety does not refer to the No Drapery design 
used to strike some of the 1839-dated Halves of this type. Rather, 
the lack of drapery at Liberty’s right (facing) elbow on some 1845- 
O Halves is the result of excessive polishing that removed this fea¬ 
ture from the working die. Some iridescent russet tinting accents 
mostly lustrous, satiny surfaces. Powerfully impressed with no sin¬ 
gularly reportable abrasions. 

PCGS#: 6249. 

Purchased from Summit Rare Coins on April 9, 1993 

2318 1846 Breen-4789. Tall Date. AU-58 (NGC). Incorrectly attrib¬ 
uted as a Medium Date on the NGC insert, this is a Tall Date exam¬ 
ple with an unmistakably open mouth to the 6. Splashes of pale sil¬ 
ver-gray tinting interrupt the otherwise richly toned, olive and 
orange-russet sheen. The wear is light and confined to the high- 
points, and there are only a few well scattered abrasions in evidence. 

PCGS#: 6251. 

Purchased from Norm Pullen 

2319 1846-0 Breen-4792. Medium Date. No Drapery. AU-55 
(NGC). This variety was produced in the same manner as the 1845- 
O No Drapery, the present coin also displaying repunching on the 
knob of 6 in the date. Soft pearl-gray toning with pale lilac under¬ 
tones. Both sides are sharply struck with only the lightest highpoint 
rub from a short stint in circulation. 

PCGS#: 6255. 

Purchased from Jim Payette on March 31, 1983 

2320 1847 Breen-4798. AU-55 (NGC). The obverse is toned in mot¬ 
tled olive-gray patina that appears to drift toward the border. The 
reverse, while equally original, is more deeply patinated in charcoal- 
gray hues. Both sides are sharp in definition despite a little bit of 
highpoint wear. Virtually all of the scattered abrasions are small in 
size and not singularly distracting. 

PCGS#: 6257. 

Purchased from Norm Pullen on November 21, 1983 

2321 1847-0 Breen-4803. AU-55 (NGC). Originally preserved with 
dusky lavender-gray toning, this O-mint type candidate is well 
struck and problem-free within the context of the Choice AU grade 
level. 

PCGS#: 6259. 

Ex: Stack’s, May 2-4, 1985, Lot 356 


2322 1848 Breen-4806. MS-60 (NGC). Like the 1845, the 1848 was 
produced in limited numbers (580,000 pieces) for a P-mint Half 
from the 1840s, and Mint State survivors are infrequently offered in 
todays market. A solid Uncirculated survivor, the satiny surfaces are 
more-or-less untoned save for some light olive-gray tinting along 


much of the peripheries. Sharply struck with scattered abrasions and 
a few planchet voids (as struck) in the right obverse field. 

PCGS#: 6260. 

Ex: Auction ‘82, August 13 - 14, 1982, Lot 760 


2323 1848-0 Breen-4811. MS-61 (NGC). The 4 in the date is open, 
a variety that Breen (1988) describes as “very rare.” This is a condi¬ 
tionally scarce representative of the issue as a whole with shimmer¬ 
ing satiny luster and none but the lightest wisps of toning. The strike 
is a little soft around the obverse periphery, but the focal features are 
sharply impressed. A few scattered, grade-defining abrasions are 
seen, none of which are worthy of individual mention. 

The reverse die was shattered at the time of striking with cracks throughout the 

peripheral lettering. Also, the O mintmark is broken at the bottom, most likely from 
\.^ excessive die polishing in that area. 

NGC Census: 

PCGS#: 6261. 

Ex: Coin Galleries, July 21, 1982, Lot 1917 

2324 1849 Breen-4814. AU-58 (NGC). It is highly likely that many 
of the 1.2 million Half Dollars delivered in the Philadelphia Mint in 
1849 were melted in the years leading up to the passage of the 
February 21, 1853 Minr Act. This fortunate survivor is rim toned in 
copper-russet shades. Predominantly lustrous with a satin-to-softly 
frosted sheen, both sides are sharply defined with the expected num¬ 
ber of wispy circulation marks. 

PCGS#: 6262. 

Purchased from Mike Graham on August 15, 1983 

2325 1849-0 Breen-4818. AU-58 (NGC). The sharp looking devices 
are bumping up against the Mint State threshold. Suitably lustrous 
for the assigned grade, both sides are essentially distraction-free and 
bathed in warm apricot and lavender-gray toning. 

PCGS#: 6263. 

Purchased from Fremont Coins on August 10, 1989 


2326 1850 Breen-4820. Open 5. MS-60 (NGC). Both sides are satiny 
in luster quality with medium intensity golden-gray patina. The 
strike is sharp in virtually all areas, and there are no more than the 
expected number of scattered bagmarks for the BU designation. 
Beginning in 1850 and continuing through 1852, Half Dollar pro¬ 
duction at the Philadelphia Mint was limited due to the continually 
rising price of silver bullion. In the year represented by this coin, the 
mintage was just 227,000 pieces. 

PCGS#: 6264. 

Purchased from Mike Graham on January 13, 1984 
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2327 1850-0 Breen-4822. Open 5. Partial Drapery. AU-55 
(PCGS). The otherwise pewter-gray toning scheme assumes some¬ 
what of a lilac-gray sheen at certain angles, particularly on the 
obverse. Free of noteworthy abrasions with overall sharp definition 
to the devices. According to Breen, the Open 5, Partial Drapery vari¬ 
ant of the 1850-0 Half was discovered by Randy Wiley in 1979. 

PCGS#: 6265. 



2328 1851 BB-4824. MS-63 (NGC). Fulsome mint frost swirls around 
both sides in pleasing cartwheel fashion. The surfaces are toned in 
golden iridescence with blushes of champagne-apricot tinting in 
select peripheral areas. Boldly, if not sharply struck with uncom¬ 
monly abrasion-free surfaces for this low mintage (200,750 pieces), 
conditionally challenging issue. 

NGC Census: 6; 9 liner. 

PCGS#: 6266. 

Ex: Noblett Sale (Bowen and Merena, January 1999), Lot 106 

2329 1851-0 Breen-4827. MS-62 (PCGS). Rich olive-charcoal ton 
ing overlays both sides and lightens a hit on the obverse. The strike 
is sharp, and there are not many abrasions in evidence. Perhaps wor¬ 
thy of a Choice Mint State designation were the luster a bit more 
vibrant. Conditionally challenging. 

PCGS Population: 5: 14 finer. 

PCGS#: 6267. 

Ex: Faught Collection (Bowen and Merena) Lot 2117 



2330 1852 Breen-4829. AU-53 (NGC). This is a seldom offered P- 
mii.t Half Dollar with a paltry original mintage of 77,130 pieces. 
Medium intensity golden patina envelops partially lustrous surfaces. 
There is not much wear, the devices retaining an overall sharp 
appearance, and the relatively minimal number of wispy abrasions is 
alsT noteworthy. We suspect that Seated Half Dollar date collectors 
will be competing fiercely for this important lot. 

PCGS#: 6268. 



2331 1852-0 Breen-4832. AU-58 (PCGS). As an issue, the 1852-0 
(144,000 pieces produced) is the rarest New Orleans Mint Seated 
Half. (The 1842-0 Small Date, Reverse of 1839 is rarer, but it is 
considered to be just one variety of the 1842-0 delivery.) An unde¬ 
niably original and uncommonly well preserved survivor, the present 
example is awash in rich lavender-gray patina with blushes of blue- 
gray tinting around the peripheral devices. Remnants of the original 
finish shimmer at direct angles, and virtually all features are sharply 
defined. Generally problem-free with strong eye appeal and much to 
recommend it to specialists in Seated Liberty coinage. 

PCGS Population: only 3: with a mere five finer. 

PCGS#: 6269. 

Purchased from Numismania on July 31, 1997 

2332 See facing page, Page 43. 

2333 1853 Breen-4835. Arrows and Rays. AU-58 (NGC). Golden- 
gray toning blankets minimally abraded and even more minimally 
worn surfaces. A sharp looking survivor from this, the first, and last 
year in which Arrows and Rays Seated Half Dollars were struck at 
the Philadelphia Mint. 

PCGS#: 6275. 

Purchased at the ANA on August 21, 1985 



2334 1853-0 Breen-4840. Arrows and Rays. AU-58 (NGC). This 
is one of our favorite issues in the Seated Half Dollar series, the rea¬ 
sons matching those enumerated in our discussion of the (AU-58 
PCGS) 1853-0 Arrows and Rays Quarter offered above. Antique 
gold undertones backlight dove-gray patination, the devices exhibit¬ 
ing razor sharp striking definition in all areas. With essentially no 
evident wear and none but the most trivial abrasions, this coin pos¬ 
sesses stronger eye appeal than many BU examples that we have han¬ 
dled. 

PCGS#: 6276. 

Ex: The Dartnwuth Sale (Kingwoods Galleries, February 20, 1991), Lot 

6330 

2335 1854 Breen-4845. Arrows. MS-61 (NGC). We cannot overstate 
the importance of this lot to Mint State type collectors. Free of wear 
with a suitably lustrous, satiny sheen, both sides are overall sharp in 
strike. The otherwise steel-gray iridescence that blankets the features 
yields to dappled olive and orange-russet shadings in select periph¬ 
eral areas. 

PCGS#: 6279. 

Ex: Milton Saunders Collection (Bowen and Merena), Lot 290 
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Finest Known 1853-0 No Arrows Half Dollar 
One of Only Three Examples Traced 

From the Garrett Collection; Unknown Per Mint Records 
Considered Uncollectible 


2332 1853-0 Breen-4834. No Arrows. VF-35 (PCGS). This is a landmark rarity in the U.S. Hall Dollar series, and the present coin 
is the finest of just three known 1853-0 No Arrows Half Dollars. It is an issue whose exact history has remained hidden from lead¬ 
ing numismatic catalogers and researchers since the first example was offered by J.W. Haseltine prior to 1881. The commentary in 
the next paragraph is based upon efforts to reconstruct the events that took place at the New Orleans Mint early in 1853. 

We do know that the Philadelphia Mint prepared six obverse dies (without arrows at the date) in apparent anticipation of a size¬ 
able production of O-mint Half Dollars in 1853. One of these dies was selected by Mint personnel in New Orleans, mated with a 
leftover reverse from 1851 or earlier (Breen reports that 19 were on hand), and used to strike an unknown, although presumably 
very limited number of 1853-0 No Arrows Half Dollars. This delivery undoubtedly took place early in 1853, or, more specifically, 
before passage of the Mint Act of February 21, 1853, the subsequent lowering of the Half Dollars weight from 13.36 grams to 12.44 
grams, and the addition of arrows at the date and rays around the eagle to denote this change. Upon receipt of instruction to pro¬ 
duce Half Dollars only at the newly mandated weight standard, New Orleans Mint personnel destroyed the majority of the 1853- 
O No Arrows examples. 

While the foregoing chain of events progresses logically, it leaves two important questions unanswered, the first of which is twofold: 
how and when did the three known examples of the ‘53-0 No Arrows delivery find their way into circulation, and exactly how many 
1853-0 Half Dollars were struck without arrows and rays? In addition, there are other possibilities for the production of 1853-0 No 
Arrows Halves that numismatic scholars have advanced at one time or another. First, however, the unanswered questions. 

If Mint employees in New Orleans did strike an appreciable number of business strike No Arrows Half Dollars in 1853, was any 
percentage of the mintage released into circulation prior to passage of the aforementioned Mint Act? If some examples were, then 
the three known coins are most likely pieces that not only survived commercial use (where many coins are simply worn out and/or 
lost), but also avoided falling into the hands of speculators who had been making a nice profit from melting old tenor silver coins 
for their bullion value since the onset of the California Gold Rush. There is also the possibility that the 1853-0 No Arrows Half 
Dollars were not officially released into circulation, but rather the three known coins, along with perhaps others, avoided the Mint’s 
melting pot. These coins may have ended up in a hopper with the new, lighter weight Arrows and Rays coins and were released into 
circulation some time after February 21. (The same circumstances whereby the three known examples survived circulation and avoid¬ 
ed bullion dealers’ hands would also have to hold true for this scenario.) Since both of these scenarios could explain how and when 
a few 1853-0 No Arrows Half Dollars entered circulation while still maintaining the integrity of our proposed reconstruction of the 
events in New Orleans during early 1853, we do not credit one as being more plausible than the other. 

As for the second unanswered question regarding the exact number of 1853-0 No Arrows Halves originally produced, the absence 
of a separate listing for this issue in official records leaves us with absolutely no basis upon which even a rudimentary guess could be 
based. Once again, if we accept our above mentioned chain of events as true (this issue was officially prepared prior to the Mint Act 
of February 21), then either the original mintage was not recorded after all (or what Mint employees in New Orleans thought were 
all) examples were destroyed, or (if a miniscule number of coins were actually officially released into circulation) the mintage figure 
comprises some tiny percentage of the 1,328,000-piece total recorded for the 1853-0 Arrows and Rays delivery. 

Let us now assume that the New Orleans Mint did not prepare even a small mintage of 1853-0 No Arrows Half Dollars for com¬ 
mercial purposes. Numismatic scholars such as Walter Breen, Randy Wiley, and Bill Bugert have put forth theories in an effort to fill 
the gap created by the assumed lack of an official ‘53-0 No Arrows delivery. The first mentioned author, in his 1998 Encyclopedia, 
states: “Absence of any record of manufacture suggests that the few survivors were made for presentation purposes, only to be spent 
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later or kept as pocket pieces.” We find it difficult to cred¬ 
it this theory because, if presentation pieces were prepared, 
the odds that all specimens were placed into circulation 
and not recognized for their rarity for a period of many 
years seems highly unlikely. Wouldn’t at least one of the 
specimens have survived in an unimpaired state? 
Furthermore, we are not aware of any noteworthy events 
that took place at the New Orleans Mint in 1853 other 
than the approved weight change for the Half Dime, 
Dime, Quarter, and Half Dollar. If officials there consid¬ 
ered this weight reduction to be worthy of commemora¬ 
tion, then wouldn’t the presentation pieces have been 
struck using the new Arrows and Rays design? Wiley and 
Bugert (1993) speculate that the pieces may have been pre¬ 
pared clandestinely for presentation to collectors with close 
ties to Mint personnel. Once again, this theory does not 
hold up given the level of preservation for the three known 
examples. Also, while we are fairly certain that such clan¬ 
destine practices took place at the Philadelphia Mint dur¬ 
ing the 1850s, we have not seen any other accounts that 
even hint at similar practices in New Orleans. 

The lack of another plausible theory surrounding this 
issue leads us to believe that the three known 1853-0 No 
Arrows Half Dollars were prepared as business strikes 
under official auspices sometime early that year. The coins 
somehow found their way into circulation, either official¬ 
ly or unofficially, and survived for future generations of 
collectors. 

As stated earlier, the example that we are offering here 
is the finest of just three known 1853-0 No Arrows 
Halves. It is originally toned in slate-gray shades with a 
few swirls of faint olive-russet tinting here and there in the 
obverse field. The wear, while moderate, is evenly distrib¬ 
uted with no areas of abnormal loss of definition for a 
Seated Half at the Choice VF level. There are not many 
outwardly noticeable abrasions, and, in fact, the surfaces 
art actually quite smooth for a coin that saw this extensive 
circulation. We are anticipating strong bidder competition 
when this rarity crosses the auction block. 

‘The three known examples of the 1853-0 No Arrows Half Dollar are: 

1. Ex: J.W. Haseltine (before 1881); J. Colvin Randall (W. Elliot Woodwards 
77th Sale, 1885), lot 421; Harold P. Newlin; T. Harrison Garrett: John Work 
Garrett; The Johns Hopkins University; The Garrett Collection Sale (Bowers 
and Ruddy, 11/1979), lot 339; David Queller; The Queller Family Collection 
of United States Half Dollars, 1794-1963 (Stack's, 10/2002), lot 530, where it 
realized $ 161,000. The present example, and also the plate coin in Breen’s 1988 
Encyclopedia. 

2. Ex: H.O. Granberg, and exhibited by him at the 1911 ANA Convention; 
William H. Woodin; Waldo C. Newcomer; B. Max Mehl; Colonel E.H.R. 
Green; Charles M. Williams Collection; Numismatic Gallery (Abe Kosoff and 
Abner Krcisberg); Offered by Kosoff and Kreisberg as part of the “Adolphe 
Menjou Collection," lot 1084; Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr., who acquired it at the 
Menjou Collection sale for $890; Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr. Collection (Bowers and 
Merena, 4/1997), lot 1955, where it realized $154,000. Graded VG-8 in our 
Eliasberg catalog. 

3. Ex: Colin E. King (1892); Colonel E.H.R. Green, who also owned example 
#2 above: Anderson-DuPont Sale (Stacks, 1954); CA Cass (“Empire") Sale 
(Stacks, 1957); AM. and Paul Kagin, Hollinbeck Coin Co.; R.E. Cox Jr. Sale 
(Stacks, 1962); E. Yale Clarke Sale (Stacks, 1975); Julian Leidman; Roy Ash; 
Leon Goodman; Julian Leidman; Jules Reiver; Julian Leidman; Jonathan Kern; 
Charles Barasch; New England collection; Charles Barasch; Julian Leidman; 
Kenneth Goldman; South Florida Rare Coins; Private California Collection. 
Other auction appearances include the Bryan Sale of 1977 and Herbert I. 
Melnick’s sale of July 29, 1982. A Good-6 example. PCGS#: 6270. 


2336 1854-0 Breen-4850. Arrows. AU-58 (NGC). Shimmering 
with a mostly lustrous, frosty textured sheen, this coin is untoned 
with only the expected number of scattered abrasions for the grade. 
While we have handled numerous examples of this issue that are 
unevenly struck, the representative in this lot is sharp throughout. 
An offering for the branch mint type collector. 

PCGS#: 6280. 

Ex: Coin Galleries, February 27, 1985, Lot 2032 

2337 1855 Breen-4856. Arrows. AU-50 (NGC). Richly toned in 
lavender-gray hues, this originally and well preserved AU example 
retains ample evidence of a satiny finish. Only light wear is noted, 
this being confined to the highest points of the design. 

PCGS#: 6281. 

Purchased from Eastern Coin Exchange, Inc. 

2338 1855-0 Breen-4859. Arrows. AU-55 (NGC). Deeply set ton¬ 
ing overlays both sides in russet-gray and slate-gray hues. Like the 
1854-0, the 1855-0 was produced in sizeable numbers with exam¬ 
ples being favored among both circulated and Mint State type col¬ 
lectors. 

PCGS#: 6283. 

Purchased from Norm Pullen on November 4, 1983 


Rare Nearly Uncirculated 
1855-S Half Dollar 

The Premier S-Mint Half Dollar in 
U.S. Coinage History 
The Only S-Mint Issue of the 
1854-1855 Arrows Type 



2339 1855-S Breen-4864. Arrows. No Drapery. AU-58 (NGC). 
Although production of gold coins commenced in San Francisco in 

1854, the first silver coins did not emerge from the presses there until 

1855. The ‘55-S Half Dollar is significantly rarer than its similarly 
dated Quarter counterpart, and it is one of the keys to the 1839-1891 
Seated Liberty series. The critical need for circulating coinage in the 
California of the mid-1850s meant that virtually all of the 129,950 
S-mint Halves produced in 1855 not only entered circulation, but 
remained there until worn out or lost. This is a very challenging issue 
to locate today in grades at or near the Mint State level, the present 
coin rating as one of the finest that we have handled in recent years. 
Virtually the entire endowment of softly frosted luster remains, both 
sides being veiled in iridescent champagne-apricot patina that light¬ 
ens over the reverse. The strike is sharp and free of criticism, and we 
are unable to locate even a worthy pedigree marker because the sur¬ 
faces are so free of singularly conspicuous abrasions. A flashy example 
that would form the centerpiece of any specialized collection. 

NGC Census: 3; 4 finer. 

PCGS#: 6284. 

Ex: Heritage Numismatic Auctions, October 2001, Lot 675 
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2340 1856 Breen-4866. MS-60. The outward appearance is one of rich 
charcoal-gray toning. Direct angles, however, reveal a curiously 
bright underlying sheen with iridescent highlights. Some closely 
spaced hairlines in the fields are also evident as the coin rotates under 
a light, these betraying prior mishandling. A more affordable BU 
type candidate with bold-to-sharp striking detail throughout. 

PCGS#: 6287. 

Ex: Stack’s, October 24 - 26, Lot 623 

2341 1856-0 Breen-4868. Repunched Date. MS-62 (NGC). Frosty 
and bright, this virtually untoned representative is sharply struck up 
in all areas. There are some pale iridescent highlights at the denticles, 
but singularly mentionable abrasions are not seen. With an original 
mintage of 2.6 million pieces, the 1856-0 is one of the more plen¬ 
tiful O-mint Halves of this type. 

A loupe reveals repunching on the 56 in the date. 

PCGS#: 6288. 

Ex: Stack’s, April 29 - May 1, 1987, Lot 684 

2342 1856-S Breen-4870. AU-53. This is a very appealing representa¬ 
tive of a scarce, conditionally challenging issue. Peripherally patinat- 
ed in pale, dappled, dove-gray shades, the surfaces are otherwise sil¬ 
ver tinged with plenty of mint luster remaining. Neither the striking 
quality nor the surface preservation are worthy of criticism. One of 
just 211,000 pieces produced, the vast majority of which have been 
lost to circulation on the frontier. 

Removed from an AU-53 NGC holder. 

PCGS#: 6289. 

Purchased from Mike Vezzeti on October 25, 1982 

2343 1857 Breen-4872. MS-60 (PCGS). With crisp striking detail 
over the focal features and a lack of sizeable abrasions, this lilac-gray 
example presents uncommonly well for the assigned grade. The lus¬ 
ter is a bit subdued, nonetheless, but this coin should still be of 
obvious interest to budget-minded Mint State type collectors. 

PCGS#: 6290. 

Ex: Coin Galleries, February 27, 1985, Lot 2040 



2344 1857-0 Breen-4874. MS-61 (NGC). This is one of only a few 
New Orleans Mint Half Dollars with a mintage of less than one mil¬ 
lion coins, in this instance totaling just 818,000 pieces. Once again, 
lower grade survivors are the norm. Fully Mint State, the example in 
this lot shimmers with frosty luster and a bright, mostly untoned 
sheen. The razor sharp strike is noteworthy for a product of the 
Louisiana branch mint, and there are no abrasions that are not either 
small in size or well scattered in distribution. 

NGC Census: just eight coins in all Mint State grades. 

PCGS#: 6291. 

Ex: Coin Galleries, April 10, 1985, Lot 2193 



2345 1857-S Breen-4877. Medium S. AU-58. This issue has a very 
limited original mintage of 158,000 coins, which is the fourth low¬ 
est total for any San Francisco Mint Half Dollar of the 1855-1878 
era. A lovely, original survivor, both sides are partially lustrous 
beneath warm silver-gray and golden patination. The surfaces pres¬ 
ent a well balanced look with crisply delineated features and an 
uncommon lack of sizeable abrasions. Sure to inspire significant bid¬ 
ding activity when it appears at auction. 

V Removed from an NGC holder with a grade of AU-58 on the insert. 

PCGS#: 6292. 

Ex: Stack’s, June 20 - 21, 1985, Lot 161 

2346 1858 Breen-4877. Type I Reverse. AU-55 (NGC). The other¬ 
wise lavender-gray toning warms to golden-apricot hues as the coin 
dips into a light. Remnants of the original finish are also evident at 
such angles, but neither side reveals any abrasions worthy of undue 
concern. Boldly, if not sharply impressed throughout. 

PCGS#: 6293. 

Purchasedfrom Karl Stephens, Inc. 

2347 1858-0 Breen-4882. AU-58 (NGC). Ample remnants of a 
bright, satiny sheen peer through mottled silver and golden irides¬ 
cence. There are really no areas of bothersome striking softness, and 
the number of wispy surface abrasions is minimal. 

PCGS#: 6294. 

Purchased from Mike Graham on June 17, 1983 

2348 1858-S Breen-4886. Large S. AU-58 (NGC). With sharp, vir¬ 
tually complete striking definition and pleasingly vibrant mint lus¬ 
ter, this coin has the eye appeal of an Uncirculated grade. Evenly 
endowed in champagne-gold iridescence with none but the smallest 
abrasions scattered about. From a not overly generous mintage of 
476,000 pieces comes this conditionally scarce early S-mint Half. 

NGC Census: 3; 12 finer. 

PCGS#: 6295. 

Ex: Superior Stamp & Coins, February 17 - 18, 1997, Lot 1913 

2349 1859 Breen-4889. Type II Reverse. MS-60. Probably lightly 
cleaned at one time, as evidence by some wispy hairlines in the fields, 
but since retoned in mottled lilac-gray and olive-cobalt shades. 
There are also apricot and electric-blue undertones on the reverse 
with the otherwise sharp strikes waning over only a few of the 
obverse star centrils. This coin presents relatively well despite the 
aforementioned distractions. 

PCGS#: 6296. 

Purchased from Eddie Randell on August 12, 1989 

2350 1859-0 Breen-4890. AU-58 (NGC). Rich toning overlays over¬ 
all sharp features in dominant lavender-charcoal shades. Ample rem¬ 
nants of satiny luster and golden-blue undertones are evident at 
more direct angles. A popular New Orleans Mint issue among type 
collectors. 

PCGS#: 6297. 

Ex: Coin Galleries, November 14, 1984, Lot 2694 


Bowers and Merena Auctions 


Page 45 






Jim Gray’s North Carol ina Collection 


2351 1859-S Breen-4894. Medium S. AU-58 (PCGS). A beautifully 
toned representative, both sides exhibit orange-gold peripheral high¬ 
lights framing softer, lilac-silver centers. Sharply impressed over all 
focal features with virtually full luster, uncommonly smooth surfaces, 
and the look of a full Mint State grade. We cannot say enough about 
this coin, and suspect that it will realize a strong price. Certainly 
among the more attractive survivors of this 566,000-piece delivery. 

PCGS#: 6298. 

Ex: The James Bennett Pryor Collection (Bowers and Merena, January 

25, 1996), Lot 168 

2352 1860 Breen-4896. Type II Reverse. AU-58. Pleasingly sharp in 
strike with a crescent of charcoal and orange-russet toning framing 
much of the obverse border. The reverse periphery has suggestions of 
the latter shade at the denticles, but the balance of both sides are 
brilliant-white in sheen. Mostly lustrous with a somewhat scuffy 
appearance from a peppering of numerous small abrasions. The 
1860 is a scarcer P-mint Half from this era with just 303,700 pieces 
produced. 

PCGS#: 6299. 

Purchased from Harry Laibstain on September 30, 1982 

2353 1860-0 Breen-4898. Type 11 Reverse. AU-58 (NGC). Dusky 
olive-gray toning envelops both sides and yields to champagne-apri¬ 
cot undertones at direct light angles. With overall crisp definition 
and much of the original finish remaining, this coin is sure to delight 
type as well as date collectors. 

PC.GS#: 6300. 

Ex: Stack's, May 2 4, 1985, Lot 366 

2354 1860-S Breen-4900. Large S. AU-58 (NGC). A decent number 
of high grade 1860-S Halves entered the numismatic market in the 
mid-1950s from Guatemala hoard, but such coins are heavily 
cleaned and would make unattractive additions to a date set. Then 
there is the present near-Mint example. Much of the satin finish 
remains, both sides being splashed in irregular silver, gold, and olive- 
russet iridescence. Sharply struck throughout with a series of stacca¬ 
to-like abrasions below the eagle’s beak mentioned for accuracy. 

PC0S#: 6301. 

2355 1861 Breen-4902. AU-58 (NGC). Modest, yet appreciable cart¬ 
wheel visual effects are seen as the coin rotates under a light. The 
sharply impressed features are veiled in warm silver-gray patina with 
wisps of orange-gold iridescence at the denticles. A minimally abrad¬ 
ed near-Mint Half from a tumultuous year in United States history. 

PCGS#: 6302. 

Purchased from Perry Hall on July 22, 1988 

2356 1861-0 Breen-4904. AU-58 (PCGS). This is a popular issue in 
that the New Orleans Mint struck Half Dollars for the United States 
(330,000 pieces), the State of Louisiana (1.2 million coins), and the 
Confederate States of America (962,633 pieces) in 1861. The pres¬ 
ent example does not display an obverse die crack from the rim to 
the bridge of Liberty’s nose. It does, however, exhibit nearly fully 
intact mint luster and delicate champagne tinged rim accents. 
Overall sharp in strike with a few moderate distractions in the upper 
reverse field. The final O-mint issue in this series. 

PCGS#: 6303. 

Purchased from Greenville SC Coin Show on February 26, 1983 

2357 1861-S Breen-4908. Medium S. AU-55. Fully original, mottled, 
olive tinged patina blankets much of the reverse as well as the 
obverse periphery. The balance of the features are silver toned, and 
all areas are sharply impressed. With no singularly mentionable abra¬ 
sions, this is a coin for the specialist who appreciates originality as 
well as strong (for the Choice AU level) technical quality. 

Removed from an AU-55 PCGS slab. 

PCGS#: 6306. 

Purchased from Norm Pullen on August 18, 1982 


2358 1862 Breen-4909. AU-55 (NGC). The onset of the Civil War 
resulted in a limited P-mint Half Dollar delivery of just 253,000 
business strikes in 1862. This minimally circulated survivor is dove- 
gray in tone on the reverse. The obverse exhibits rich cobalt-blue 
peripheral color and an off-center swirl of apricot-gray tinting over 
and around Liberty’s portrait. Sharp in strike with remnants of the 
original finish evident on the latter side. 

PCGS#: 6307. 

Purchased from Jonathan Kern 

2359 1862-S Breen-4911. Medium S. AU-58 (NGC). The striking 
definition is curious in that the central features are more-or-less bold 
while the peripheral areas and rims are softly impressed. Satiny mint 
luster and champagne tinged iridescence flow over both sides in the 
absence of singularly reportable abrasions. The 1862-S boasts the 
largest mintage of all Civil War era (1861-1865) Half Dollar deliv¬ 
eries from the California branch mint. 

PCGS#: 6308. 

Purchased from Mike Graham on April 18, 1983 


2360 1863 Breen-4913. MS-64 (PCGS). Much of what little bullion 
did reach the Philadelphia Mint during the Civil War was coined 
into Half Dollars. The 1863 has a respectable (by the standards of 
the era) original mintage of 503,200 business strikes, but it is seldom 
offered in the finer Mint State grades. Splendidly original with full 
mint luster, this coin displays mottled tannish-gray and powder-blue 
peripheral toning around a virtually brilliant center on the obverse. 
The reverse, on the other hand, is evenly endowed in dove-gray pati¬ 
na save for a partial crescent of powder-blue tinting at the left bor¬ 
der. A sharp strike and overall smooth surfaces round out this coin’s 
extensive list of positive attributes. 

PCGS Population: 18: 10 finer. 

PCGS#: 6309. 

Ex: Noblett Sale (Bowers and Merena, January 1999), Lot 139 

2361 1863-S Breen-4915. AU-58 (NGC). Golden toned, this frosty 
textured example retains nearly full mint bloom despite a little light 
rub and a peppering of tiny abrasions. The otherwise sharp strike 
wanes a little toward the upper obverse border. 

PCGS#: 6310. 

Purchased at the ANA from July 29, 1984 

2362 1864 Breen-4917. AU-55 (NGC). While cleaned and/or other¬ 
wise impaired 1864 Halves are readily available from the Guatemala 
Hoard, this issue is somewhat scarce at problem-free AU grade lev¬ 
els. An originally toned example, both sides are drenched in char¬ 
coal-gray toning that warms to medium gold colors at direct angles. 
Impressively sharp in strike with just a few small abrasions evident 
in the upper reverse field. After the 1862, the 1864 boasts the low¬ 
est mintage (379,570 pieces) of any P-mint Half Dollar delivered 
during the Civil War. 

PCGS#: 6311. 

Ex: The Hoke S. Greene Collection (Bowers and Merena, June 1985), Lot 

2018 
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2363 1864-S Breen-4918. Large 8. AU-58 (NGC). Warmly patinat- 
ed in golden-olive shades, this minimally worn survivor is boldly, if 
not sharply detailed over most features. Much of the softly frosted 
finish remains, and there are uncommonly few abrasions for a circu¬ 
lated S-mint Half Dollar from the early frontier era. 

PCGS#: 6312. 

Ex: Stack’s, May 2-4, 1985, Lot 369 

2364 1865 Breen-4922. AU-58 (NGC). An attractively original exam¬ 
ple, the obverse is target toned in (from the border to the center) 
cobalt-blue, lavender, and apricot-gray shades. The reverse exhibits 
more of a uniform appearance, although the dominant silver tinting 
deepens a bit to champagne-apricot patina at the denticles. Sharply 
struck throughout, and free of mentionable distractions with the 
exception of a well concealed reverse spot over the rim outside the E 
in UNITED. Nevertheless, with partial mint luster, solid technical 
merits, and strong eye appeal, we wholeheartedly recommend this 
coin to date collectors. 

PCGS#: 6313. 

Ex: Stack’s, January 14 -15, 1987, Lot 307 


2365 1865-S Breen-4962. Small, Broad S. MS-62 (NGC). This is a 
scarce S-mint Half despite a respectable original mintage of 675,000 
pieces. Far finer than the typically offered EF-AU example, this BU 
coin is toned in warm champagne-silver patina with splashes of olive 
and orange tinting scattered about. Modest, yet appreciable cart¬ 
wheel luster effects from a softly frosted finish accent overall sharply 
struck focal features. The number of scattered abrasions seems min¬ 
imal for the designated grade. 

NGC Census: 1; 12 finer. 

PCGS#: 6314. 



2366 1866-S Breen-4929. No Motto. AU-53 (NGC). This is the only 
collectible silver coin of the No Motto design from 1866. A total of 
just 60,000 examples were produced, and locating an attractive rep¬ 
resentative today is nearly impossible. The partially lustrous repre¬ 
sentative in this lot is overlaid in warm golden patina with a few 
blushes of russet tinting at the lower right obverse border. The over¬ 
all appearance remains bold despite a little bit of highpoint rub. 
Accuracy compels us to mention an obverse pinscratch from the rim 
before star 1. 

PCGS#: 6315. 

Purchased from Mike Graham on November 18, 1983 


2367 1866 Breen-4933. Motto. AU-58 (NGC). Rich gunmetal-gray 
toning and powder-blue undertones (obverse periphery only) speak 
volumes about the originality of this minimally abraded example. 
The definition is impressively sharp in most areas, although we note 
a few reverse rollermarks (as produced) that did not strike out over 
the lower eagle. An important issue for type purposes, 1866 marks 
the first year in which the motto IN GOD WE TRUST appears on 
the Half Dollar. 

PCGS#: 6319. 

Purchased from J.J. Teaparty 

2368 1866-S Breen-4935. Motto. AU-58. Somewhat hazy in outward 
appearance, both sides of golden toned (or retoned) with several 
sharp die breaks (as struck) around the obverse periphery. The defi¬ 
nition is crisp over all features save for a few of the obverse star cen- 
trils, and there are no sizeable or individually mentionable abrasions. 

\ While more frequently offered than its similarly dated No Motto 
V 'x counterpart, the 1866-S Motto is a conditionally challenging issue 
despite a respectable original mintage of 994,000 pieces. 

PCGS#: 6320. 


2369 1867 Breen-4936. MS-63 (NGC). Mint State representatives of 
this 449,952-piece delivery are not encountered with any degree of 
regularity in todays market. This is a lovely example with full mint 
bloom and hints of modest brightness in the fields. Sharply struck 
with dominant champagne-gray tinting and dappled cobalt-blue iri¬ 
descence around the peripheries. One or two scattered abrasions are 
noted, none of which are worthy of undue concern. 

NGC Census: 3; with just 10 finer. 

PCGS#: 6321. 

Purchased from Leroy Lenhart on July 23, 1988 

2370 1867-S Breen-4938. AU-58 (NGC). Warm olive-gold patina- 
tion envelops both sides and confirms the originality of this still 
mostly lustrous AU example. A few streaks of russet tinting are also 
noted, particularly on the reverse, but we are unable to locate a sin¬ 
gle abrasion of note. This is the first S-mint Half since 1862 with an 
original mintage of more than 1 million coins, and it is an impor¬ 
tant issue for Motto type purposes. 

PCGS#: 6322. 

Ex: Heritage Numismatic Auctions, January 2001, Lot 359 

2371 1868 Breen-4941. MS-60. This is a sharply struck example with 
scattered hairlines that point to a probable old cleaning. Rainbow 
colored peripheral iridescence on the obverse, as well as champagne- 
apricot tinting at the reverse border, help to offset the impairment. 
This is a lower mintage P-mint issue with a business strike delivery 
of fewer than 418,000 coins. 

PCGS#: 6323. 

Purchased at the ANA on July 29, 1984 

2372 1868-S Breen-4944. AU-55 (NGC). Richly toned in lavender- 
gray shades with splashes of russet patination in select obverse 
peripheral areas. All features are boldly, if not sharply struck, and 
there are uncommonly few abrasions for an S-mint Half Dollar that 
saw actual use in commerce. A pleasing Choice AU representative 
for the collector who appreciates originality. 

PCGS#: 6324. 

Ex: Coin Galleries, April 10, 1985, Lot 1313 
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2373 1869 Breen-4946. MS-63 (PCGS). The 1869 (793.900 pieces 
produced) is a scarce Philadelphia Mint issue that is seldom encoun¬ 
tered in choice Mint State. Intense electric-blue peripheral highlights 
are seen at direct angles, the outward appearance being one of even 
olive-charcoal toning. The underlying luster is full, and the devices 
are crisply impressed throughout. There are no outwardly distracting 
abrasions. One of the more important P-mint Seated Half offerings 
in this sale, and a coin that would do justice to any high quality date 
set. 

PCGS Population: 14; 13 are finer. 

PCGS#: 6325. 

Ex: Hojfecker Collection Sale (Superior Galleries, 1987), Lot 3246 



2374 1869-S Breen-4947. MS-61 (NGC). As the offerings in this sale 
show, S-mint Halves of the 1860s are typically encountered in grades 
no finer than Choice AU. The importance of the present 1869-S, 
therefore, cannot be overstated. Rich mint frost shimmers beneath 
golden patina that assumes a champagne-apricot tint over the 
obve:,e. All but a few features toward the upper obverse and lower 
reverse borders are sharply struck, and there do not appear to be any 
abrasions that would preclude an even finer BU rating. Worthy of 
careful bidder consideration. 

NGC Census: 3; 15 finer. 

PCGS#: 6326. 

Ex: Torok Sale, Bowers and Merena, Lot 2124 



2375 1870 Breen-4949. MS-63 (NGC). In 1870, the Philadelphia 
Mint produced 633,900 Half Dollars, a considerable quantity for 
the time. Today, however, these coins are very difficult to acquire, 
particularly in the finer Mint State grades. Full mint frost swirls 
around sharply brought up devices. Both sides are virtually untoned 
with none but the smallest abrasions. In sum, this is a wonderfully 
Choice example of this scarce, conditionally challenging issue. 

NGC has certified only 19 examples of this issue in all Mint State grades, only three 
of which are finer than MS-63. 

PCGS#: 6327. 

Ex: Coin Galleries, July 17, 1991, Lot 2942 


Outstanding 1870-CC 
Half Dollar 

AU-50 PCGS 
First Year of Carson City 
Mint Operations 


2376 1870-CC Breen-4955. AU-50 (PCGS). Although con¬ 
struction on the Carson City Mint commenced in 1866, 
the facility was not completed until the end of 1869. 
Numerous delays due to funding problems and shortages 
of materials, as well as severe winter weather, caused the 
project to take longer than initially expected. On January 
6, 1870, the Mint officially opened its doors, the first bul¬ 
lion deposits arriving almost immediately. The first coins 
struck were Silver Dollars (February 11, 1870), followed by 
Eagles (February 14, 1870), Half Eagles (March 2, 1870), 
and Double Eagles (March 1870). On April 9 of that same 
year, the Nevada branch mint delivered its first batch of 
2,000 Seated Liberty Half Dollars. By years’ end, only 
54,617 examples of this denomination had been produced. 
Today, the 1870-CC is widely regarded as a key to the 
Seated Half Dollar series. Examples are seldom offered in 
any grade, and if they are, the surfaces are apt to be exten¬ 
sively worn or plagued by some kind of problem. We have 
handled precious few About Uncirculated ‘70-CC Halves 
over the years, and hardly any with features as desirable as 
those of the present example. Both sides are veiled in dove- 
gray patina that yields to champagne-lilac undertones as 
the surfaces dip into a light. As evidenced by the ample 
remaining definition, both sides were sharply struck from 
the dies. A little light highpoint rub is noted, but outward¬ 
ly noticeable distractions are few and far between. An abra¬ 
sion over Liberty's right (facing) elbow, as well as another in 
the right obverse field that parallels the shin, should help 
trace the pedigree of this important coin. 

The extra drapery below Liberty's right (lacing) elbow was inadvertently effaced 

from the die due to excessive polishing. 

Both major grading services have seen just seven 1870-CC Halves at all levels of 

AU preservation, and there is only one MS-62 PCGS coin finer. 

PCGS#: 6328. 

Purchased from Jonathan Kern 
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2377 1870-S Breen-4952. MS-60 (NGC). The popular 1870-S Half 
Dollar is not a major rarity like some other 1870-S coinage issues, 
but it is still extremely difficult to locate in any Mint State grade. 
Soft, flowing, frosty textured luster accents bold-to-sharp striking 
detail. Both sides are tan-gray in tone with splashes of olive-russet 
patina in select peripheral areas. There are no outwardly distracting 
abrasions—an uncommon feature for a Half Dollar at the MS-60 
level. 

NGC Census: just five coin in all Mint State grades. 

PCGS#: 6329. 

Purchased from Mike Graham on February 17, 1985 

2378 1871 Breen-4956. AU-58 (NGC). The otherwise lilac-gray pati¬ 
na assumes a slight sandy-olive cast in a few border areas. Both sides 
are equally original with sharply impressed devices and a noteworthy 
lack of singularly mentionable abrasions. 

PCGS#: 6330. 

Ex: Coin Galleries, April 14, 1982, Lot 2349 


2379 1871-CC Breen-4963. AU-55. There is very little wear on either 
side of this coin, but the obverse is curiously lackluster for the 
Choice AU level with a muted, pewter-gray sheen. We do not, how¬ 
ever, see any hairlines per say on that side (nor on the reverse, for 
that matter), but still suspect perhaps an old cleaning. Both sides are 
free of sizeable abrasions, the reverse with pleasing remnants of mint 
luster in the more protected areas around the devices. A sharply 
struck example with uncommonly little wear for a survivor of this 
issue. 

The 1871-CC is the second CC-mint Half Dollar in U.S. 
coinage history. The original mintage (153,950 pieces) is greater 
than that of the 1870-CC and, while the ‘71-CC is more easily 
obtainable, it is a rare coin in its own right with most of the few 
extant examples displaying heavy wear. 

This is a very interesting coin in that it is accompanied by a met¬ 
allurgical analysis performed by Ledoux and Company ofTeaneck, 
New Jersey. This test was performed at the request of NGC, and the 
results are dated November 18, 2003. According to the analysis, the 
coin’s composition is 97.4% silver, 2.3% copper, and 0.2% nickel. 
Per the Mint Act of January 18, 1837, the Half Dollar was supposed 
to have a composition of 90% silver, 10% copper. The only way we 
can explain the present coin’s composition of 97.4% silver and 2.3% 
copper, as well as the presence of nickel, is that it must have been 
struck from pure Comstock “silver.” During the years 1870-1873, 
the Carson City Mint was known to shorten the annealing process 
by using Comstock silver instead of a 90% silver, 10% copper alloy 
for the planchets. This is perhaps understandable given the political 


atmosphere of the time: the facility was under intense pressure to 
strike as many coins as possible, thereby proving its worth to the fed¬ 
eral government and countering the arguments of its numerous 
detractors who continually argued that the Mint should be closed. 
Of course, the use of pure Comstock silver was illegal, and this prac¬ 
tice was almost certainly discovered by the annual Assay 
Commission. The superintendent of the Carson City Mint from late 
1870 through May 1873 was H.F. Rice, who was forced to resign in 
the latter year after the discovery of some debased coins dated 1872- 
CC and 1873-CC. We suspect, although cannot conclusively prove, 
that the use of pure Comstock silver as confirmed by the Assay 
Commission was also a contributing factor to Rice’s removal. The 
greatest problem with this practice as far as today’s collectors are con¬ 
cerned, however, is that coins struck from a composition such as that 
of the present Half Dollar simply did not hold up well in circulation. 

- The federal government alloyed silver with copper in the first place 
to increase the coins’ durability since pure (or nearly pure) silver 
wore down quicker and was more susceptible to damage and corro¬ 
sion. The use of pure Comstock silver, which the composition of this 
coin seems to prove conclusively, helps to explain why CC-mint 
issues of the 1870-1873 era are so difficult to locate at high and/or 
problem-free levels of preservation. 

PCGS#: 6331. 

Purchased from Mike Vezzeti on October 25, 1982 

2380 1871-S Breen-4961. Small, Broad S. MS-61 (NGC). This 
golden tinged example is awash in swirling frosty luster. All design 
elements save for one or two obverse stars are sharply impressed, and 
the number of wispy abrasions is well within the context of the MS- 
61 grade level. A pleasing BU representative of the Motto type. 

PCGS#: 6332. 

Purchased from Alpine Numismatics on January 28, 1991 

2381 1872 Breen-4964. AU-58 (NGC). This tannish-gray example is 
problem-free for the grade with no singularly mentionable abrasions. 
The devices are minimally worn with ample evidence of a sharp 
strike throughout. 

PCGS#: 6333. 

Purchased from Eastern Coin Exchange, Inc. 



2382 1872-CC Breen-4968. AU-53 (NGC). Half Dollar production 
in Carson City ratcheted up to 257,000 pieces in 1872. This total is 
greater than that of the 1870-CC and 1871-CC deliveries, but Breen 
(1988) speculates that some undistributed examples may have been 
melted in the Mint after April 1873. Scarce, if not rare in all grades, 
the 1872-CC is typically offered well worn and/or with problems. 
The present example, on the other hand, is free of all but light high- 
point rub with considerable remnants of the original finish. Both 
sides are warmly toned in apricot-gray shades with a well balanced, 
minimally abraded appearance. Yet another highlight of the exten¬ 
sive CC-mint silver offerings in this sale. 

PCGS#: 6334. 

Purchased from Kam Ahwash on September 22, 1982 
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2383 1872-S Breen-4966. Small, Broad S. AU-55 (NGC). Mottled 
olive-russet patina drifts toward the rims, particularly on the 
obverse, the balance of the surfaces exhibiting soft silver-gray tinting. 
A sharply struck example with no noteworthy abrasions and much 
of the original, frosty textured luster remaining. 

PCGS#: 6335. 

Purchased from Kam Ahwash on September 22, 1982 

2384 1873 Breen-4969. No Arrows. Closed 3. AU-55 (NGC). 
Richly toned in lavender-gray shades, this sharply impressed exam¬ 
ple also possesses more vivid golden-orange, powder-blue, and lilac 
undertones with a target-like distribution. Scattered abrasions are 
noted, but we stress that none are sizeable or individually bother¬ 
some. This issue is not particularly difficult to locate in circulated 
grades (although AU examples are scarce), and we suspect that most, 
if not all of the 587,000 business strikes produced were distributed 
before the Act of February 12, 1873 prompted the Mint to melt 
many undistributed silver coins. 

PCGS#: 6336. 

Purchasedfrom the Charlotte Coin Show on February 18, 1983 


Seldom Offered Mint 
State 1873-CC No Arrows 
Half Dollar 

A Rare Survivor From an 
Extensively Melted Issue 


2385 1873-CC Breen-497 3. No Arrows. MS-62 (NGC). Like the 
similarly dated Dime and Quarter deliveries, the 1873-CC No 
Arrows Half Dollar is a key to its series. Unlike the Dime and 
Quarter, however, the Half Dollar appears to have been officially 
released into circulation early in 1873, although we doubt 
whether all of the 122,500 pieces delivered left the Mint before 
passage of the infamous Crime of ‘73. Those coins still on hand 
after that Mint Act became law were almost certainly melted. As 
such, any 1873-CC No Arrows Half Dollar in today’s market 
must be considered a rare coin, and Mint State examples are 
very rare. 

Wisps of apricot and champagne iridescence drift over other¬ 
wise silver tinged surfaces. The strike is impressively sharp with 
virtually all features displaying complete definition. There is not 
an excessive number of abrasions for the designated grade, but a 
reverse scrape below the eagle’s beak is mentioned (mostly for 
pedigree purposes). An important bidding opportunity for the 
advanced specialist, and a coin that will be one of the focal points 
of a fine collection. 

Combined NGC and PCGS population: 17 coins in all Mint State grades, some 
of which may represent multiple submissions of the same example(s). 

PCGS#: 6338. 


2386 1873 Breen-4975. Arrows. Doubled Die Obverse.. AU-58 
(NGC). The otherwise apricot-gray toning scheme yields to intense 
cobalt-blue patination around the obverse periphery. This well 
struck example is minimally worn with no abrasions that are worthy 
of undue concern. An ever-popular issue among type collectors, the 
1873 is the premier Arrows, Motto Seated Half from the 
Philadelphia Mint. 

The obverse die is most plainly doubled over the shield and the ribbon upon which 

LIBERTY is inscribed. Breen (1988) also describes this variety as “quadruple obv. 

stripes,” and with good reason. 

PCGS#: 6343. 

Ex: Harmer Rooke Numismatists Ltd., Lot 512 



2387 1873-CC Breen-4980. Arrows. Tall CC. AU-58 (NGC). 
Dappled cobalt-blue and orange-russet peripheral shadings frame 
otherwise golden tinged surfaces. This partially lustrous example dis¬ 
plays razor sharp definition throughout despite a little bit of trivial 
highpoint rub. Not only are the surfaces uncommonly free of wear 
for the issue, but they are pleasingly silent on the subject of men- 
tionable abrasions. As one of only two CC-mint deliveries in the 
1873-1874 Arrows Half Dollar series, the 1873-CC is a popular coin 
among collectors. It is also a scarce-to-rare issue in all grades with 
most of the 214,560 pieces produced having been lost to circulation. 

NGC Census: 7; 12. 

PCGS#: 6344. 

Ex: The St. John's Abbey Collection (Harmer Rooke Numismatists Ltd, 

November 13. 1986), Lot 377 


2388 1873-S Breen-4978. Arrows. Minute S. AU-58 (NGC). 
Although overshadowed by the CC-mint issues of 1873-1874 
among casual collectors, specialists in Seated coinage know that the 
1873-S and 1874-S can be equally as difficult to locate in high (AU- 
Mint State) grades. The present example was retrieved from circula¬ 
tion after acquiring only minimal highpoint rub and no sizeable or 
individually mentionable abrasions. Pleasingly lustrous for the grade 
with warm lilac-silver patination. 

PCGS#: 6345. 

Purchased from Gold & Silver Emporium 

2389 1874 Breen-4981. Arrows. AU-58 (NGC). Whereas the reverse 
is silver-gray in sheen, the obverse is more deeply toned in lavender- 
gray shades with electric-blue undertones clinging to the denticles. 
Both sides are equally crisp in detail with a noteworthy lack of indi¬ 
vidually conspicuous abrasions. 

PCGS#: 6346. 

Ex: Stack’s, June 19 - 20, 1991, Lot 361 
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Low Mintage 1874-CC 
Half Dollar Rarity 

Remarkable Mint State Preservation 



2390 1874-CC Breen-4988. Arrows. MS-61 (NGC). The Carson 
City Mint stepped up gold coin production in 1874, a move that 
seems to have adversely affected the facility’s ability to turn out a 
respectable number of silver coins. No Quarters were struck in 
Carson City in 1874, and only 10,817 Dimes and 59,000 Halves 
were produced. The ‘74-CC Arrows Half Dollar has long been 
recognized as a rarity at all levels of preservation. The issue is sel¬ 
dom offered in problem-free AU, and Mint State survivors are the 
province of the most advanced specialists. A bidding opportunity 
that is surely not soon to be repeated, this attractively original 
example is peripherally toned in electric-blue shades. The centers 
exhibit more-or-less even lilac-gray patination, and all areas are 
possessed of sharp striking definition. The overall smooth look to 
the surfaces is suggestive of a higher grade, and we are unable to 
locate even a single worthwhile pedigree marker. This is the first 
Mint State 1874-CC Half that we have offered in five years, and 
we recommend that interested bidders prepare strong bids for 
when this coin crosses the auction block. 

One of only 14 Mint State examples known to NGC (PCGS has seen an addi¬ 
tional nine coins in the various Uncirculated grades). 

PCGS#: 6347. 

Ex: The S. Benton Emery and Walter P. Nichols Collections (Bowers 
and Merena, November 12 - 13, 1984), Lot 769 


2391 1874-S Breen-4985. Arrows. Small, Broad S. MS-61 (NGC). 

Another conditionally rare offering from the San Francisco Mint, 
this ‘74-S Arrows is untoned save for a little bit of dappled olive-rus¬ 
set shading at the lower obverse periphery. Softly frosted with 
swirling luster effects, there are no more than the expected number 
of wispy abrasions for the assigned grade. One of 394,000 pieces 
produced, AU-Mint State survivors of which are rarer than the orig¬ 
inal mintage might suggest. 

NGC Census: 1; with 19 finer. 

PCGS#: 6348. 

Purchased from Alpine Numismatics on June 11, 1990 


2392 1875 Breen-4989. AU-55 (NGC). Apricot, lilac, and cobalt-blue 
colors highlight the otherwise antique copper obverse. The reverse, 
on the other hand, is brilliant save for delicate champagne-apricot 
iridescence at the denticles. A sharply impressed, solidly graded 
Choice AU example. According to Breen (1988), the large mintage 
of ‘75-P Halves was meant to retire Fifty Cent fractional currency 
notes. 

PCGS#: 6349. 

Purchased from Doug Weaver on April 16, 1982 

2393 1875-CC Breen-4995. Small CC. AU-58 (PCGS). The 1875- 
CC (1 million coins produced) is the scarcest of the three “common” 
CC-mint Halves produced from 1875-1877. Champagne tinged 
with vibrant, frosty luster, both sides are nearly Rill in striking defi¬ 
nition. Minimally abraded for the grade with eye appeal to spare. 

PCGS#: 6350. 

Ex: The Roy Harte Collection Part III (Bowers and Ruddy, January 25 - 

27, 1983), Lot 1188 

2394 1875-S Breen-4992. Tall, Narrow S. AU-58 (NGC). The oth¬ 
erwise untoned surfaces exhibit a blush of copper iridescence at the 
right reverse rim. With virtually fully intact, frosty textured luster 
and sharply impressed features, this lightly abraded example would 
fit comfortably into any near-Mint type set. 

PCGS#: 6351. 

Ex: Coin Galleries, July 21, 1982, Lot 1962 

2395 1876 Breen-4997. Type I Reverse. MS-61 (NGC). Frosty lus¬ 
ter swirls around both sides and accents impressively sharp devices. 
This peripherally toned example is perhaps limited in grade by a 
peppering of mostly small abrasions on the obverse. Philadelphia 
Mint Half Dollar production remained strong through 1876 with 
8.4 million coins delivered. 

PCGS#: 6352. 

Purchased from Mike Graham on May 12, 1986 

2396 1876-CC Breen-5004. Small CC. MS-61 (NGC). A coin that 
should be of obvious importance to Mint State Carson City type col¬ 
lectors, this satiny example is awash in rich lavender-gray and olive- 
russet shades. Crisply impressed with no outwardly distracting bag- 
marks. 

PCGS#: 6353. 

Purchased from Fairfield Coins on August 11, 1989 

2397 1876-S Breen-4999. Type I Reverse. Small S. AU-55 (NGC). 
Much of the original finish remains, the fields radiating modest 
brightness as the coin dips into a light. Both sides are overlaid in del¬ 
icate pastel tinged iridescence with sharp striking detail noted 
throughout. A problem-free, Choice AU type candidate from the 
California branch mint. 

PCGS#: 6354. 

Ex: Coin Galleries, April 14, 1982, Lot 2360 

2398 1877 Breen-5008. Type II Reverse. MS-62 (PCGS). The oth¬ 
erwise lavender-gray surfaces exhibit some cobalt-blue highlights at 
the denticles. There are no outwardly noticeable abrasions, but 
somewhat subdued luster probably accounts for the BU designation. 
Boldly, if not sharply struck in all areas. 

PCGS#: 6355. 

Purchased from New World Rarities on August 12, 1992 

2399 1877-CC Breen-5021. Type II Reverse. Small CC. AU-58 
(NGC). Delicately patinated in golden iridescence, this mostly lus¬ 
trous, frosty example displays sharp striking detail in all areas. Some 
wispy abrasions are noted, as are clashmarks (as produced) in the 
fields around Liberty’s portrait and the reverse eagle. 

PCGS#: 6356. 

Purchased from Allstate Coins on August 18, 1988 
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2400 1877-S Breen-5009. Type I Reverse. Small S. AU-55 (NGC). 
Deeply set steel-gray toning envelops both sides with some sandy-tan 
patina outlining the devices. A sharp, minimally worn example for 
the high grade circulated type collector who appreciates originality. 

PCGS#: 6357. 

Purchased from Norm Pullen 

2401 1878 Breen-5023. MS-61 (PCGS). This year marks the last in 
which the Philadelphia Mint produced more than 1 million Half 
Dollars of the Seated Liberty type. The present representative shim¬ 
mers with frosty luster beneath an overly of light-to-medium cham¬ 
pagne-silver patina. One or two splashes of deeper color are noted, 
but we are unable to find any abrasions of note. 

PCGS#: 6358. 

Purchased from Robert Willard on August 17, 1991 


2402 1878-CC Breen-5025. AU-50. The Bland-Allison Act became 
law on February 28, 1878. It forced the federal government to pur¬ 
chase immense quantities of domestically mined silver at artificially 
high prices, the vast majority of which was coined into Silver Dollars 
of the Morgan type. In order to concentrate on Silver Dollar pro¬ 
duction, the Carson City Mint halted Half Dollar production after 
just 62,000 pieces had been delivered. No more coins of this denom¬ 
ination would be struck at that branch mint. 

Today, the final-year 1878-CC is held in high esteem among both 
Seated Liberty and Carson City Mint specialists. One of the finest 
circulated survivors that this cataloger has handled, both sides are 
originally toned in russet-gray patina that yields to blended lavender 
and cobalt-blue undertones at more direct angles. The surfaces are 
problem-free within the context of the AU grade level, there being 
none but a few mostly small, well scattered abrasions. Sharply struck 
throughout with only light highpoint wear from a short stint in cir¬ 
culation. Accuracy alone compels us to mention a tiny obverse reed¬ 
ing mark on Liberty’s midsection—a feature that has no effect upon 
either the aesthetic appeal or desirability of this impressive CC-mint 
Half. 

PCGS#: 6359. 


Key Date 1878-S Seated Liberty Half 
MS-63 PCGS 
The Breen Plate Coin 


2403 1878-S Breen-5024. MS-63 (PCGS). Like the 1878-CC, the 
1878-S Half owes its present-day rarity to an early halt in produc¬ 
tion so that the San Francisco Mint could switch over the newly 
reinstated Silver Dollar. The ‘78-S is actually considerably rarer 
than the ‘78-CC with perhaps just p few dozen examples believed 
extant from an original mintage of 12,000 coins. As such, the 1878- 
S is typically the last issue acquired by date collectors, if they are 
able to obtain an example at all. Even low grade coins do not 
remain on the market for long, and Mint State pieces are of the 
utmost rarity with Breen (1988) estimating that no more than six 
of the survivors qualify for that designation. 

Fully prooflike in finish, this Choice quality representative is 
awash in delicate champagne-apricot iridescence that deepens a bit at 
the denticles. There are no ill-defined features, and a few scattered 
abrasions hardly inhibit the exquisite eye appeal. Pedigree concerns 
alone compel us to mention a small abrasion on Liberty’s right (fac¬ 
ing) leg below the knee. A gorgeous Seated Half Dollar irrespective of 
date, and clearly among the highlights of this important sale. 

All genuine 1878-S Seated Halves exhibit a tiny die lump (as struck) at the top of 

the first recessed area within the reverse shield. 

This is the plate coin in Walter Breens 1988 Encyclopedia. 

PCGS#: 6360. 

Ex: The March Sale (Stack's, March 21 - 22, 1984), Lot 754 


2404 1879 Breen-5027. Type II Reverse. AU-58 (NGC). From 
1879 through the end of the Seated series in 1891, the Philadelphia 
Mint was the sole producer of Half Dollars. Mintages were limited, 
the facility apparently concentrating on Silver Dollar production. 
The otherwise olive-gold obverse exhibits rich charcoal and lavender 
toning at the lower border. The reverse is equally original, yet toned 
in even dove-gray hues. We have no complaints about the strike, all 
features retaining crisp definition with only minimal highpoint fric¬ 
tion. 

PCGS#: 6361. 

2405 1880 Breen-5029. Type II Reverse. AU-55 (NGC). Dominant 
steel-gray toning confirms the originality of this sharp, minimally 
worn representative. A small area of dark coloration on the reverse 
below the ER in AMERICA is noted. One of just 9,755 Halves pro¬ 
duced in 1880, survivors of which are typically either proofs or 
prooflike Mint State. 

PCGS#: 6362. 

Purchased from Independence Coin and Stamp on November 19, 1980 

2406 1881 Breen-5031. Type II Reverse. AU-55 (NGC). This slate- 
gray representative is as sharply struck as one should expect for a P- 
mint issue with just 10,000 business strikes produced. The surfaces 
are a bit scuffy from light circulation, but there are no singularly dis¬ 
tracting abrasions. 

PCGS#: 6363. 

Ex: Harman Rooke Numismatists Ltd., Lot 376 
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2407 1882 Breen-5032. MS-63 (PCGS). The otherwise rich endow¬ 
ment of mint frost thins to modest brightness in the reverse field. 
Both sides are toned in lavender-gray shades with vivid apricot, 
champagne, and lilac undertones. A smartly impressed representa¬ 
tive of this important 5,500-coin delivery with a lone reeding mark 
of note in the left reverse field. 

PCGS#: 6364. 

Purchased from Scott Marshall on September 14, 1991 

2408 1883 Breen-5033. AU-55 (NGC). One of just 8,000 business 
strike Half Dollars produced in 1883, this minimally circulated 
example reveals more vivid undertones beneath a rich endowment of 
medium gray toning. Neither the striking detail nor the surface 
preservation are worthy of criticism. 

PCGS#: 6365. 

2409 1884 Breen-5034. Proof-58 (PCGS). A slightly impaired proof, 
both sides possess remnants of the original finish with hints of reflec¬ 
tivity seen in the fields at more direct angles. Otherwise silver-gray 
in sheen with mottled olive-russet shadings that are more widely dis¬ 
tributed on the reverse. Combined business strike and proof Half 
Dollar production amounted to just 5,275 pieces in 1884, all of 
which were struck in the Philadelphia Mint. 

PCGS#: 6366. 

2410 1885 Breen-5035. MS-60. Prooflike in finish, the surfaces are 
untoned save for peripheral shadings in either olive-charcoal 
(obverse) or reddish-apricot (reverse) colors. Both sides are overall 
sharp in strike with a plethora of wispy hairlines and abrasions. 
Produced in limited numbers. 

PCGS#: 6367. 

Ex: Coin Galleries, April 14, 1982, Lot 2363 



from the final era of the Seated Liberty design type. All Half Dollars 
from this decade have extremely low mintages (in this instance just 
5,000 coins) with Mint State examples being quite scarce. Keep in 
mind the total production when searching for examples of these last 
few years. From 1879 through 1890 inclusive, the Philadelphia Mint 
produced less than 100,000 Half Dollars! 

This gorgeous, prooflike representative displays sharp devices set 
atop shimmering, watery fields. Delicate champagne and apricot iri¬ 
descence is seen at the borders, but there are no grade-limiting abra¬ 
sions in evidence. Solidly graded at the near-Gem level. 

PCGS#: 6368. 

Purchased from Delaware Valley Rare Coin on June 3, 1999 



2412 1887 Breen-5037. AU-58 (NGC). Another very difficult date to 
locate in any grade, although Proof examples are relatively plentiful 
in the market. For the specialist seeking an attractive circulation 
strike of this issue, the present offering provides a splendid opportu¬ 
nity. Both sides are predominantly lustrous with rich, mottled ton¬ 
ing in crimson-russet, orange-apricot, and cobalt-blue colors. 
Problem-free for the grade with no singularly reportable abrasions. 

PCGS#: 6369. 

Purchased from Mike Graham on August 2, 1985 

2413 1888 Breen-5038. AU-58 (NGC). This interestingly, yet origi¬ 
nally toned example is predominantly blue-gray in sheen. There are, 
however, intermingled swirls of gold and lilac colors over the sharply 
impressed features. Minimally worn with no mentionable abrasions 
and clashmarks (as struck) in the fields. Original mintage: 12,001 
business strikes and 832 proofs. 

PCGS#: 6370. 

Ex: The Hoke S. Greene Collection (Bowers and Merena, June 1985), Lot 
2045 



2414 1889 Breen-5039. MS-65 (NGC). The silky smooth surfaces are 
bursting with rich, swirling, frosty mint luster. Untoned, the centers 
are framed in warm champagne-apricot iridescence that speaks vol¬ 
umes about this coin’s originality. A solidly graded Gem with crisply 
impressed features and a noteworthy lack of distracting abrasions. 
One of just 12,000 business strikes prepared. 

NGC Census: 12; 7 finer (MS-66 finest). 

PCGS#: 6371. 

Ex: The Whitney P. Sunderland Collection (Bowers and Merena), Lot 

556 

2415 1890 Breen-5040. MS-62 (PCGS). Fulsome mint luster radiates 
through a blanket of champagne-steel iridescence. Both sides are 
frosty in sheen with smartly impressed devices and a relative lack of 
distracting abrasions for the designated grade. The 1890 is the final 
Seated Half Dollar issue of the 1879-1891 era with a business strike 
mintage of (significantly) fewer than 100,000 coins. 

PCGS#: 6372. 

Ex: Bowers and Merena, October 5, 1988, Lot 301 

2416 1891 Breen-5041. AU-58 (NGC). This final-year issue is richly 
toned in blue-gray shades that appear to deepen in shade toward the bor¬ 
ders. With a sharp strike, ample remaining luster, and no mentionable 
abrasions, this coin should be of obvious importance to type collectors. 

PCGS#: 6373. 

Ex: The Lee Collection and the Peter L. Shaffer Collection (Superior 

Galleries, September 25 - 27, 1988), Lot 4551 
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GOBRECHT DOLLARS 

1836 Name Below Base 
Gobrecht Dollar in PR-64 

Judd'58, A Classic Numismatic Rarity 



2417 1836 Judd-58 Restrikc, Pollock-61. Rarity-6-. Name Below Base. Proof-64 (PCGS). Silver. Plain edge. Die 
Alignment IV. The original idea for what developed into the Seated Liberty design originated with Mint Director Dr. 
Robert Maskell Patterson during the mid-1830s. Impressed by the seated figure of Britannia then current on certain 
English coins, Patterson hired noted artists Thomas Sully and Titian Peale to prepare sketches for the pending resump¬ 
tion of Silver Dollar coinage. Once the final drawings for both the obverse and the reverse had been selected, the job of 
executing dies was given to Christian Gobrecht, who had succeeded William Kneass as Second Engraver of the Mint in 
1835 after the latter suffered a debilitating stroke. 

(iobrecht’s original obverse loosely followed Sully’s work. It depicts a representation of Liberty' seated right, her head 
turned back to the left. Liberty’s left (facing) hand supports a shield over which a ribbon inscribed LIBERTY is draped. 
Her right (facing) hand supports a Liberty pole. I he stars that for decades had been arranged around the border of U.S. 
siiver coins are omitted, the only peripheral device being the date below the rock upon Liberty is seated. For the reverse, 
Gobrecht utilized a drawing by Titian Peale that in turn had been based upon the Mint’s pet eagle “Old Pete.” The final 
design displays a majestic eagle flying left in a field of stars, one for each state of the Union if one includes Michigan’s 
1837 admission. 1 he legend UNITED STATES OE AMERICA and denomination ONE DOLLAR are arranged 
around the border, ho mark his work, Gobrecht signed his name in the obverse field between Liberty’s rock and the date 
as C. GOBRECH L F., the F standing for the Latin word fecit, or “made it.” 

According to both Adams-Woodin and Judd, the Mint prepared 18 examples of Gobrecht’s original Silver Dollar, 
probably either in November or December of 1836. Apparently, the presence of Gobrecht’s name so prominently in the 
obverse field offended many critics, because the engraver was forced to prepare a new die that moved the inscription C. 
GOBRECH 1 F. to the base of Liberty’s rock. (When the Mint prepared 1838 and 1839-dated dies, it omitted this 
inscription entirely.) 

I he fate of the 18 original Name Below Base Gobrecht Dollars remains a mystery. These coins, designated Judd-58, 
would most likely have been struck in Die Alignment I (coin turn with the eagle flying onward and upward) with per¬ 
fect dies. To date, however, not a single example of Judd-58 in Die Alignment I has surfaced. The absence of a repre¬ 
sentative in the Smithsonian Institution’s National Numismatic Collection leads us to conclude that the coins, if indeed 
they were actually struck, were probably melted in the Mint after Gobrecht engraved the new Name on Base obverse. 

The Name Below Base die, however, was retained by the Mint, and it remained accessible until locked away by then- 
Mint Director Colonel James Ross Snowden in July of 1860. This die was probably retrieved during Henry R. 
Linderman’s first term as Mint Director (1867-1869). With the increase in numismatic interest during the late 1850s, 
collectors began to clamor for examples of certain rare issues from the Mint’s earlier years of operation. One of these rar¬ 
ities was the 1836 Name Below Base Gobrecht Dollar. We believe that either in 1858-1860, 1867-1869, or both. Mint 
personnel utilized the original Name Below Base Gobrecht Dollar dies to prepare an unknown, although presumably 
limited number of restrikes for distribution to collectors. Unlike the as yet unconfirmed originals, these restrikes of Judd- 
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58 were struck in either Die Alignment III or Die Alignment IV from a cracked reverse die. 

Today, the only examples of the 1836 Judd-58 Name Below Base Gobrecht Dollar available to collectors are restrikes. 
The present example has actually been attributed as an “Original” on the PCGS insert, but we believe that it is a restrike 
because of the die alignment and the presence of the following hairline cracks on the reverse: 

1. Top of UNITED STATES O in the legend, which actually runs through the last four letter slightly below the top. 

2. Bottom of OLLA in the denomination. 

The weight of this coin, which we do not know, would help to confirm its status as an original or restrike. An original 
would be struck on a planchet prepared to the 416-grain standard, while a restrike would weigh within the legal tolerance 
of the 412.5-grain standard. Liberty’s head is opposite the F in OF when the coin is rotated around its vertical axis. 

Both sides of this important specimen are originally toned in mottled slate-gray and reddish-russet patina with a few 
splashes of sandy-tan color toward the upper obverse and right reverse borders. Sharply struck with needle sharp delin¬ 
eation between all features. There are no outwardly distracting contact marks, as one should expect for the grade, but 
pedigree concerns compel us to mention a tiny obverse graze over and below the lowest part of the Liberty cap. Were it 
not for restrikes such as this, the Judd-58 Name Below BasVvariant of the Gobrecht Dollar would be unobtainable in 
todays numismatic market. Of course, the restrikes themselves are exceedingly rare with only 15 examples of Judd-58 
certified by PCGS in all grades. NGC has seen a further five specimens. Clearly, this is an important opportunity for 
the Silver Dollar specialist to acquire a high grade representative of a classic numismatic rarity. 


Popular 1836 Name on Base 
Gobrecht Dollar 

Judd-60 Original, Die Alignment I 
Struck in December 1836 



2418 1836 Judd-60 Original, Pollock-65. Name on Base. Proof-61 (NGC). Silver. Plain Edge. Die Alignment I. The 1,000 Name on Base, Judd- 
60, Die Alignment I Gobrecht Dollars that were struck in December 1836 were divided into two separate groups and intended for two separate pur¬ 
poses. Although prepared with a proof finish and struck with plain edges, all of these coins, as well as the 600 1836-dated examples delivered in 
March 1837 and the 300 pieces struck in 1839, are rightfully considered circulation strikes. The initial delivery of December 1836 amounted to 
400 coins, most of which were retained at the Mint for presentation or other special purposes. Survivors are generally in high grades, and most, if 
not all of them do not display a tiny reverse die scratch in the field above the eagle’s right wing that points to the AT in STATES. The second press 
run of 600 coins, also delivered in December 1836, were distributed into circulation through a local Philadelphia bank. Apparently, the coiner acci¬ 
dentally scratched the reverse die in the aforementioned location before these 600 pieces were struck. Due to their use in commercial channels, sur¬ 
vivors of the second 600-coin delivery are typically found in lower grades. 

This coin does not display a reverse die scratch in the field above the eagle’s right wing, indicating that it may have been one of the first 400 Name 
on Base Gobrecht Dollars prepared in 1836. (We note, however, that some inadequately struck and/or well worn examples of this variety do not dis¬ 
play the reverse crack, for obvious reasons.) The surfaces are free of just a few scattered contact marks, but the original finish is a bit too subdued 
beneath charcoal-gray toning to warrant a higher grade. Sharply struck over all features with the exception of a few of the highest relief feathers on 
the eagle’s breast and left wing. As the first Silver Dollar produced for circulation since 1804 (when 1801-, 1802-, and 1803-dated Draped Bust 
examples were struck), the 1836 Name on Base Judd-60 Original is a historically significant issue, a representative of which must be included for a 
U.S. coin type set to be considered complete. 

An interesting aspect about the design of the 1836 Gobrecht Dollar regards the number of stars in the reverse field. Each of the 26 stars was intended to represent a different state in the 
Union. At the end of 1836, however, there were only 25 states with Arkansas admitted on June 15, 1836. While the intentions were for Michigan to become a state in 1835, with a con¬ 
stitution approved, state officers elected, and application made, the territory did not actually become the 26th state until January 26, 1837. The delay was, of course, over a boundary dis¬ 
pute in which both Ohio and Michigan claimed possession of Toledo. Finally, Congress awarded Toledo to the state of Ohio, while Michigan gained the upper peninsula, which later 
proved valuable for its iron and copper. 

PCGS#: 11225. 

Ex: Mid-American Rare Coin Auctions, January 3-4, 1986, Lot 1812 
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1836 Name on Base 
Judd-60 Gobrecht Dollar in PR-55 

Die Alignment IV 
From the March 1837 Delivery 


2419 1836 Judd-60 (Second) Original, Pollock-65. Name on Base. Proof-55 (NGC). Silver. Plain Edge. Die Alignment 

IV. Second Original, or Restrikc of March 1837. For years, numismatic scholars have thought that examples of the Judd- 
60 Gobrecht Dollar in Die Alignment IV were restrikes from circa 1858 or later. Thanks to exhaustive research being done 
on this complex series by Mike Carboneau and James Gray, however, we now know that all Judd-60 Gobrecht Dollars with 
medal turn were prepared as a 600-piece delivery recorded by the Philadelphia Mint on March 31, 1837. (The date of the 
record indicates that the coins were struck during the final week of that month.) Actually, Mint personnel originally set the 
dies for this press run to strike coins in Die Alignment II, with medal turn and the eagle flying onward and upward. One 
of the dies, however, accidentally turned during striking with the result that the 600 coins struck actually display one of 
four alignments: 

1. Die Alignment II, with medal turn and the eagle flying onward and upward. 

Die Alignment II A, with medal turn and the eagle flying just short of onward and upward. 

3. Die Alignment IV-A, with medal turn and the eagle flying just short of level. 

Die Alignment IV, with medal turn and the eagle flying level. Perhaps 400 pieces of the 600 coins struck display the final 
configuration: Die Alignment IV. 

Io further complicate the subject of Judd-60 Gobrecht Dollars with medal turn, examples are known on planchets pre¬ 
pared to meet the criteria of two different weight standards: the 416-grain standard that was used for the Judd-60, Die 
Alignment I coins of December 1836 and remained legal through the first two weeks of 1837, and the 412.5-grain stan¬ 
dard as mandated by the Act of January 18, 1837. It is likely that, rather than destroy any remaining 416-grain planchets, 
the Mint simply used them alongside the lighter ones until there were none left. Since Carboneau and Gray report seeing 
examples of Die Alignments II and IV, as well as the intermediate states II-A and IV-A, struck on both 416-grain and 412.5- 
grain planchets, we cannot simply assume that the coin in this lot weighs closer to one standard as opposed to the other. 
For more on the 1836 Judd-60 Gobrecht Dollars struck in Die Alignments II, II-A, IV-A, and IV, see our 1997 catalog of 
the Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr. Collection, as well as Volume 27, Issue #79 of the Gobrecht Journal. 

This coin was struck in die alignment IV with the eagle flying level, if not perhaps just shy of it, when the coin is rotat¬ 
ed around the vertical axis (i.e., medal turn). Liberty’s head is opposite the O in OF. As with most examples of Judd-60 pre¬ 
pared in March 1837, this coin entered circulation, although it was subsequently retrieved after a very short time. As such, 
the devices display only light rub across the highpoints, and not all that many contact marks. Those abrasions that are pres¬ 
ent are mostly small in size and not worthy of individual mention. Evenly toned in silver-gray shades with some mottled 
olive-russet tinting in select areas around the reverse periphery. 

PCGS#: 11227. 

Purchased from Jonathan Kern at the 1987 Mid Winter ANA 
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Beautifully Toned 
1839 Judd-104 Gobrecht Dollar 

Impressive PR-64 PCGS Preservation 
Die Alignment IV 



2420 1839 Judd-104 Original, Pollock-116. Rarity-3. Name Omitted. Proof-64 (PCGS). Silver. Reeded edge. Die 
Alignment IV. This is a mysterious coin from the standpoint of attribution. Although Breen (1988) reports that 1839 
Judd-104 Gobrecht Dollars struck in Die Alignment I are originals produced in December of that year, more current 
research conducted by Mike Carboneau, James Gray, and others suggest that this assessment in incorrect. We now believe 
that the original 1839 Judd-104 Dollars were struck in Die Alignment IV. Since restrikes of this variety were also pre¬ 
pared with the same die alignment, we are left with the problem of how to conclusively differentiate these pieces from 
the originals. The present near-Gem is mounted in a PCGS slab whose insert labels it as an “Original.” When we con¬ 
tacted PCGS about this coin during the catalog preparation process for this sale, they reconfirmed the “Original” attri¬ 
bution. Per Mike Carboneau and James Gray, however, all original Judd-104 Gobrecht Dollars struck in Die Alignment 
IV should not display any die cracks on the reverse. Furthermore, since the coins produced in December 1839 were 
intended for circulation, most survivors of that 300-piece delivery are circulated to one degree or another. As for the 
restrikes of this variety, the researchers state that all display reverse die cracks and, since they were prepared for collectors 
sometime during the 1857-1878 era, are typically offered at unimpaired (i.e., unworn) levels of preservation. 

The present coin does display hairline reverse die cracks (as struck) through the top of TE, in UNITED and MERI 
in AMERICA. A third possible die crack through the base of LAR in DOLLAR is not, however, noticed. Liberty’s head 
is opposite the F in OF when the coin is rotated around its vertical axis. As far as the eye appeal and surface preserva¬ 
tion are concerned, this is a truly exquisite specimen. Uniformly brilliant in finish, both sides display warm champagne- 
gray central toning that yields to vivid cobalt-blue and gold (obverse only) patina around the peripheries. The strike is 
razor sharp throughout, and both sides are smooth enough to suggest that they were the recipient of great care since 
the day of issue. While we leave this coin’s final original vs. restrike assessment to bidders, we will say that, regardless 
of the actual status, it is a beautiful and rare representative of an important Silver Dollar issue. 
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1839 Gobrecht Dollar 
PR-55 NGC 

Die Alignment IV 

An Original Struck for Circulation in December 1839 



2421 1839 Judd-104 Original, Pollock-116. Rarity-3. Name Omitted. Proof-55 (NGC). Silver. Reeded Edge. Die Alignment IV. The reported 
mintage of the 1839 Gobrecht Dollar is 300 pieces, all of which were delivered in December of that year, and all of which were intended for circula¬ 
tion. We now know that the Judd 104 examples prepared for circulation in 1839 were struck (as proofs) in Die Alignment IV, a fact that has caused 
some confusion among numismatists since most, if not all Judd-104 Restrikes were also struck in this alignment. We further note that the above-quot¬ 
ed mintage of 300 pieces for Judd-104 includes only those originals struck for circulation in December 1839. We do not know exactly how many 
restrikes were prepared in later years. 

Original and Restrike Judd-104 Gobrecht Dollars can be distinguished from one another by the absence, of presence of reverse die cracks. Since the 
coin in this lot was struck from a perfect reverse die, it is one of the 300 originals prepared in December 1839. Also, since this circulation issue was intend¬ 
ed for just that, circulation, most extant originals are worn to one degree or another, and many possess some kind of problem. The light wear on the pres¬ 
ent coin, therefore, further confirms it as an original. ( The restrikes were intended for collectors with specimens having survived in high grades.) 

Both sides of this coin are pewter-gray in sheen with overall sharp definition and minimal highpoint rub. The surfaces are a bit muted with scat¬ 
tered distractions that include a small obverse rim bruise before the date. 

PCGS#: 11444. 

Ex: The Murray, Swope. Young and Van Ormer Collections I Bowers and Merena, September 1985), Lot 1527 


SEATED DOLLARS 




2422 1840 Breen-5425. AD-58 (NGC). This is the first year since the 
first decade of the 19th century in which Silver Dollars were pre¬ 
pared for circulation in substantial numbers. The fresh looking and 
attractive Gobrecht design, however, did not survive past 1839, at 
least not in its original form. Robert Ball Hughes modified the 
Seated Liberty motif on the obverse by lowering the relief, chiseling 
away some of the rock, and adding more drapery. The flying eagle 
on the reverse gave way to a rendition of that first designed by John 
Reich in 1807 for the Capped Bust Half Dollar. 

With the exception of an initial 1840 delivery of 12,500 pieces to 
acquaint bullion dealers and bankers with the new coin, Silver 
Dollar deliveries of the 1840s reflect the amount of silver deposited 
for striking into that denomination. The final mintage figure for the 


1840 is 61,005 pieces, most survivors of which grade no finer than 
VE This conditionally scarce, near-Mint representative is warmly 
toned in lavender-gray shades with some golden-blue undertones 
evident at direct angles. Uncommonly well struck for the type with 
no singularly mentionable abrasions. 

PCGS#: 6926. 


2423 1841 Breen-5426. MS-61 (NGC). While the 1841 (173,000 
pieces produced) is offered in circulated grades with more or less fre¬ 
quency, Mint State examples are downright rare. This coin is satiny 
in luster quality with moderately bright fields glowing beneath rich 
olive-gray toning. Well struck by the standards of this series with 
only a few scattered, well concealed abrasions. 

NGC Census: 4; 15 finer. 

PCGS#: 6927. 

Ex: 1985 ANA Auction (Heritage Numismatic Auctions Inc.), Lot 1638 
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2424 1842 Breen-5428. AU-58 (NGC). The relative availability of the 
1842 in today’s market has made it a favorite among circulated type 
collectors. Nonetheless, those survivors that approach the Mint State 
threshold are scarce. Pleasingly sharp in strike with ample remnants 
of the original finish, both sides are toned in dove-gray patina with 
warmer golden-apricot undertones. There are no abrasions worthy 
of singular mention. 

PCGS#: 6928. 

Purchased from Atlanta Rare Coins on January 25, 1990 


2425 1843 Breen-5429. MS-61 (NGC). The 1843 is a true condition 
rarity. While circulated examples may be among the most plentiful 
Dollars from the 1840s in todays hobby, Mint State coins are sel¬ 
dom offered. An originally preserved representative, this BU coin is 
warmly toned in dominant lilac-gray shades. The strike is sharp for 
the type, and the surfaces are uncommonly free of sizeable abrasions 
for a Silver Dollar at the MS-61 level. Clearly, this is an important 
bidding opportunity for the specialist. 

Repunching on the digits 1 and 4 in the date is noted. 

PCGS#: 6929. 

Ex: Superior Galleries, January 2003, Lot 881 


2426 1844 Breen-5431. MS-60 (NGC). This is a scarce issue with just 
20,000 examples produced. In Mint State, the 1844 is rare with even 
MS-60 coins such as that offered here being very difficult to locate. 
Satin-to-softly frosted luster envelops both sides with a shimmering 
texture. The surfaces exhibit minimal patination in golden irides¬ 
cence over boldly, if not sharply struck features. Scattered abrasions 
include a few moderate grazes in the fields, all of which are within 
the context of the assigned grade. 

It seems likely that all Seated Dollars produced in 1844 were struck from a single die 
marriage. The obverse die is actually doubled with four, instead of three lines in each 
vertical shield stripe. The reverse die is attributable by the presence of numerous die 
file marks (as produced) in the field between the eagle’s wings and body. 

NGC Census: 3; 10 finer. 

PCGS#: 6930. 

Ex: The Philip Van Cleave Sale (Kagiris Numismatic Auctions, January 
30 - February 1, 1986), Lot 3421 



2427 1845 Breen-5433. AU-55 (NGC). Apparently bullion deposits 
remained limited through 1845 because only 24,500 Silver Dollars 
were produced in that year. This issue is very popular among collec¬ 
tors, but it can prove quite challenging to locate an attractive Choice 
AU example. Evenly toned in olive-gray shades, both sides are bold- 
ly defined with minimal highpoint wear. The only singularly men- 
tionable abrasion is an obverse reeding mark in the left field. A pleas¬ 
ing representative of an issue that is a major rarity in Mint State. 

PCGS#: 6931. 

Purchased from Excelsior Coin Gallery on October 4, 1985 

2428 1846 Breen-5435. AU-58 (NGC). Much of the original finish 
remains, the otherwise satiny texture brightening to modest reflec¬ 
tivity in the fields. Both sides are lightly patinated in mottled apri¬ 
cot and silver iridescence, and sharp striking detail is also a praise¬ 
worthy feature. Moderately abraded with a few scattered reeding 
marks. A find for the near-Mint type collector. 

PCGS#: 6932. 

Purchased from Mike Graham on November 18, 1983 



2429 1846-0 Breen-5437. AU-58 (PCGS). In 1846, branch mint 
Silver Dollar production became a reality when 59,000 pieces 
emerged from the presses in New Orleans. A historically significant 
issue, the 1846-0 seems to have seen considerable domestic circula¬ 
tion with survivors being relatively plentiful in grades below EE At 
or near Mint State, however, this issue is a rarity with which to be 
reckoned. This is one of the most appealing examples that this cata- 
loger has seen, both sides retaining nearly full mint luster with an 
uncommonly sharp strike that includes emerging definition over 
Liberty’s head and the adjacent star centrils. Pleasantly toned in apri¬ 
cot-gray iridescence with splashes of cobalt-russet tinting at the 
lower borders. Swirls of near-brilliance are also seen in the right fields 
on both sides. Minimally abraded for a circulated example of this 
issue, and obviously well cared for after spending only a short time 
in circulation. 

PCGS Population: 13; 16 finer. 

PCGS#: 6933. 

Purchasedfrom Eddie Randell 
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2430 1847 Breen-5438. AU-58 (NGC). This date is often considered 
common, and in lower circulated grades it actually is quite plentiful, 
but our experience suggests that higher grade coins such as this are 
elusive. The olive-gray patina is both original and even with rem¬ 
nants of original luster seen as the coin rotates under a light. Overall 
well struck with scattered abrasions, most of which are small and 
individually inconspicuous. 

PCGS#: 6934. 

Purchased from Delaware Valley Rare Coins on October 7, 1993 



2431 1848 Breen-5439. AU-58 (PCGS). Having handled quite a few 
examples of this issue, we can honestly say that the coin in this lot is 
exceptionally well struck. We do not mean to imply that the 1848 is 
common in near-Mint condition. It is not, the original mintage 
being just 15,000 pieces—the lowest for any Seated Dollar delivery 
of the 1840s. Satiny luster shimmers beneath rich lilac-gray toning 
and olive tinged peripheral highlights. There is not a single note¬ 
worthy abrasion, and the eye appeal alone would easily support a 
Mint State designation. Strong bids will be the order of the day 
when this coin appears at auction. 

PCGS#: 6935. 

Ex: 1986 GENA (Mid-American, 1986), Lot 1484 

2432 1849 Breen-5441. AU-55. Mintage of this issue was limited to 
just 62,600 examples, and only a small percentage have survived 
today. Although examples are seen with some regularity in worn 
grades, higher quality coins are seldom encountered in the market 
place. Retaining some mint luster, both sides present an outward 
appearance of lilac-gray and olive-russet patination. Minimally 
abraded for the grade, and well struck with a pronounced knife-like 
rim from 9 o’clock to 1 o’clock on the obverse. 

Removed from an AU-55 NGC slab. 

PCGS#: 6936. 

Purchased from Jonathan Kern on June 26. 1998 



2433 1850 Breen-5443. Open 5. MS-62 (NGC). By 1850, the 
amount of silver bullion reaching the U.S. Mint in Philadelphia was 
so small that only 7,500 Seated Dollars were produced in that year. 
This issue begins a decade of challenging P-mint Silver Dollars with 
examples being scarce-to-rare in circulated as well as Mint State 
grades. Expectantly prooflike in finish for an Uncirculated 1850 
Dollar, the coin in this lot is toned in warm champagne-silver iri¬ 
descence. All features are sharply struck, and there are no more than 
the expected number of light and moderate abrasions for the 
assigned grade. An issue that always generates excitement at auction. 

NGC Census: 6; with a further six finer. 

PCGS#: 6937. 

Purchased from J.J. Teaparty 



2434 1850-0 Breen-5444. AU-55 (PCGS). The 1850-0 is the rarest 
of the four Seated Dollar issues delivered in the Louisiana branch 
mint. In fact, survivors are more difficult than even a limited origi¬ 
nal mintage of 40,000 pieces might suggest. We believe that many 
‘50-0 Dollars were melted by bullion dealers and speculators. The 
example offered here is among the more pleasing AU representatives 
that we have handled. Both sides are richly toned in blended laven¬ 
der-charcoal and cobalt-blue shades. Uncommonly free of distract¬ 
ing abrasions for the grade with overall bold striking detail. 
Conditionally rare. 

PCGS#: 6938. 

Ex: The Norweb Collection (Bowers and Merena, November 14 - 15, 

1988), Lot 3796 
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Rare 1851 Seated Liberty Dollar 

An Original Striking 
PCGS MS-61 



2435 1851 Breen-5445. MS-61 (PCGS). All 1851 Seated Dollars actually prepared in 1851 are business strikes with the 
date set high in the field and close to the base upon which Liberty is seated. Only 1,300 such coins were delivered, most 
of which probably did not enter circulation at the time of striking because they would have been melted soon there¬ 
after. The high grade of most survivors (EF-Mint State) seems to confirm this theory. Bowers (1993) suggests that 
sharp-eyed bank tellers, Treasury employees, or the like snatched up all 1851 Dollars that came their way when the issue 
did enter circulation sometime after 1853. Still, not many examples have survived in lightly worn condition. As for the 
Mint State survivors, these may have been among a select group of coins retained at the Mint for sale or trade to col¬ 
lectors. Since no original proof 1851 Dollars were produced (at least none have surfaced to date), collectors desiring an 
example of this issue had to settle for a business strike until the restrikes (date centered in field) were coined sometime 
during or after the late 1850s. 

Champagne tinged with crisply impressed features, this coin is sure to excite specialists in the Seated Dollar series. 
The reverse is uniformly frosted in finish, but the obverse displays a semi-prooflike sheen. There are some die polish 
lines (as produced) on the latter side that explain the semi-reflectivity in the field—this feature almost certainly result¬ 
ing from the Mint’s effort to efface clashmarks, one of which is still seen before Liberty’s right (facing) arm. There are 
no sizeable distractions, just wispy abrasions that are well within the context of the BU grade level. 

PCGS Population: 3; just eight are finer. 

PCGS#: 6939. 

'Purchased from Jim O’Donnell on November 17, 1987 


Bowers and Merena Auctions 


Page 61 





Jim Gray’s North Carolina Collection 


Key Date 1852 Seated Dollar 

One of Just 1,100 Business Strikes Produced 


2436 1852 Breen-5447. AU-58 (PCGS). Along with the 1851, 1870-S, and 1873-CC, the 1852 is among the keys to the 1840- 
1873 Seated Liberty Silver Dollar series. ( We exclude the 1873-S from this list because it is currently unknown in any collection.) 
Like the 1851, the 1852 was produced in very limited numbers. A mere 1,100 business strikes emerged from the presses in the 
latter year, along with an even smaller number of proofs. Restrikes in proof format were also made in later years. 

The business strike 1 852 delivery did not see widespread circulation with most survivors grading no lower than EF. Apparendy, 
those coins extant were retrieved from circulation during the mid-late 19th century, the rarity of this date already being recognized 
at that time. Much of the original satin luster remains on both sides of this golden-gray representative. The toning is evenly dis¬ 
tributed over sharply brought up features. Minimally worn with only small, well scattered abrasions. 

PCGS Population: 4; 8 finer. 

Purchased from M.B. Simons & Associates, Ltd 




2437 1853 Breen-5449. AU-58 (NGC). Business strike Silver Dollar 
production increased substantially in 1853 over 1851 and 1852 lev¬ 
els. Stlii, only 46,110 pieces were produced in the former year, but 
examples are among the more plentiful Silver Dollars from the 
1850f in today’s market. Satiny in finish, this pleasingly original 
example is toned in soft silver-gray and champagne-apricot irides¬ 
cence. Sharply struck over all but a few isolated features, the surfaces 
are problem-free for a lightly circulated silver coin of this size. 

PCGS#: 6941. 

Ex: Stack’s, December 4-6, 1984, Lot 1260 


2438 1854 Breen-5450. AU-53 (NGC). Mintage of this issue was limited 
to 33,140 coins, all produced on June 29. Walter Breen noted that 10,000 
of these coins were sent to California in November as “small change” in 
the gold regions. Presumably Breen had found some document that told 
of such a shipment. In the Eliasberg Collecdon catalog, Dave Bowers 
noted that most were sent to China where they were melted. 

A rare About Uncirculated survivor, both sides are richly toned in 
original lavender-gray shades. Ample remaining definition points to 
an uncommonly sharp strike for the type, and the number of out¬ 


wardly noticeable abrasions is relatively few for the grade. One of the 
more pleasing AU 1854 Silver Dollars that we have handled in 
recent memory. 

PCGS#: 6942. 


2439 1855 Breen-5452. AU-55 (NGC). An issue that was probably 
exported in significant quantity, the 1855 is rarer in today’s market 
than even a limited original mintage of 26,000 pieces might imply. 
An important offering for the specialist, this richly toned, lavender- 
charcoal example is problem-free for the grade with essentially no 
outwardly bothersome abrasions. Boldly, if not sharply struck 
throughout. 

PCGS#: 6943. 

Purchased from J.J. Teaparty Inc. 
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2440 1856 Breen-5453. AU-55 (PCGS). Although produced in 
slightly greater numbers, the 1856 (63,500 pieces) is equally as elu¬ 
sive as the 1855. Again, we believe that many examples of this issue 
were exported and subsequently melted overseas. With pleasingly 
toned, mostly lilac-silver surfaces and no singularly mentionable 
abrasions, this coin should be of obvious importance to Seated 
Dollar date collectors. 

PCGS#: 6944. 

Ex: The Worth Hill/Lanting Auction (Heritage Numismatic Auctions, 

Inc.), Lot 1337 


2441 1857 Breen-5455. MS-63 (PCGS). Due to a contemporary bul¬ 
lion value of $ 1.04, the Silver Dollar did not see widespread domes¬ 
tic circulation during the 1850s. As such, the P-mint deliveries of 
this decade are all scarce-to-rare in both circulated and Mint State 
grades. A definite rarity, the Choice 1857 example in this lot is one 
of seemingly few high grade survivors of this issue to display frosty, 
rather than prooflike surfaces. The strike is overall bold, particularly 
on the obverse, and both sides are beautifully toned in target-like 
gold, powder-blue, and champagne-apricot shades. Virtually free of 
outwardly bothersome abrasions save for a small obverse reeding 
mark in the right field inside stars 12-13. Precious few 1857 Seated 
Dollars in todays market can compare with this coin in terms of 
either technical quality or aesthetic appeal. 

PCGS Population: 9; 6 finer. 

PCGS#: 6945. 

Purchased from Mid-American Rare Coins on August 7, 1986 


Proof-Only 1858 Seated Dollar 


2442 1858 Breen-5456. Proof-62 (PCGS). Among the most important 
issues in the Seated Dollar series, the 1858 is the only one for which 
just proofs were prepared. The exact number of 1858 Silver Dollars 
delivered has been a matter of debate with estimates ranging from as 
low as 75-80 specimens (probably too low) to as high as 300+ coins 
(probably a bit too high, but perhaps closer to the mark). Regardless, 
this issue never fails to capture the attention of bidders when an exam¬ 
ple appears at auction. The otherwise lavender-gray toning scheme of 
the present example assumes an olive-gray cast at the denticles. 
Expectantly crisp in delineation for a proof striking, both sides do not 
possess any outwardly distracting hairlines or contact marks. 

PCGS#: 7001. 

Ex: Auction ‘86 (Stack’s, July 25, 1986), Lot 300 

2443 1859 Breen-5457. AU-53 (NGC). This silver-gray representative 
is minimally worn with overall sharp definition to the devices. Traces 
of original luster are evident as the coin rotates under a light. 
Moderately abraded with a single mentionable scrape in the right 
obverse field. Unlike its similarly dated O-mint counterpart, the 
1859 is a scarce coin in circulated grades that becomes quite rare 
near the Mint State threshold. 

PCGS#: 6946. 

Ex: Coin Galleries, November 16, 1983, Lot 2359 

2444 1859-0 Breen-5459. AU-58 (NGC). With remnants of mint 
luster beneath rich copper-gray toning, this well struck example 
would make a pleasing addition to a nearly Uncirculated type set. 

PCGS#: 6947. 


2445 1859-S Breen-5462. AU-55 (NGC). This otherwise silver-gray 
example reveals faint blushes of champagne and powder-blue under¬ 
tones at the most direct angles. A light also calls forth remnants of 
satiny mint luster, but essentially none of the abrasions are singular¬ 
ly distracting. The striking definition is well above average by the 
standards of this historically significant issue. 

The 1859-S is the premier S-mint Silver Dollar in the history of 
the United States Mint. Survivors of the 20,000-piece delivery are 
infrequently offered in even the largest auctions, particularly in 
grades at or near the Mint State level. This issue is of further import 
due to its status as the only S-mint Dollar of the 1840-1865 No 
Motto type. 

The first two digits in the date are repunched at their bases. 

PCGS#: 6948. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman on December 12, 1986 
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2446 I860 Breen-5463. AU-55 (NGC). Rich charcoal toning outlines 
the devices with a slightly more extensive distribution on the reverse. 
The balance of the surfaces are slate-gray in tone, and the devices are 
sharply impressed with only minimal highpoint rub. Lightly-to- 
moderately abraded, yet problem-free within the context of the 
assigned grade. A coin for the circulated date collector who appreci¬ 
ates high quality as well as undeniable originality. 

PCGS#: 6949. 

Purchased from Harry Laibstain Rare Coins 

2447 1860-0 Breen-5465. AU-58 (NGC). Ample remnants of a soft¬ 
ly frosted finish glisten beneath slate-gray toning and warmer pow¬ 
der-blue and lilac undertones. This sharply struck, relatively abra¬ 
sion-free example should have little trouble finding its way into a 
near-Mint type or date set. 

PCGS#: 6950. 

Ex: Stack’s, October 20 - 22, 1987, Lot 250 


2448 1861 Breen-5467. AU-58 (NGC). Seated Dollars of the Civil 
War years are all products of the Philadelphia Mint, and all issues 
were extensively melted after hoarding and/or exportation. One of 
just 77,500 pieces delivered in 1861, this predominantly lustrous, 
frosty textured example is vividly toned in orange-gold, lilac, and 
powder-blue colors. Sharply impressed throughout with an uncom¬ 
monly distraction-free appearance for a lightly worn Seated Dollar of 
any issw. 

PCGS#: 6951. 

Purchased from ].J. Teaparty Inc. 

2440 1862 Breen-5468. AU-58. This is a scarce issue from a limited 
original mintage of 11,540 pieces. Many circulated survivors were 
probably retrieved from circulation sometime in the later decades of 
the 1800s. The present example is not without problems, but it does 
offer overall sharp, minimally worn definition for a more modest 
sum. Both sides are a bit glossy in texture from an old cleaning, the 
reverse displaying silver-gray patina and the obverse exhibiting irreg¬ 
ular antique gold and charcoal retoning. There are no singularly 
detracting abrasions. 

PCGS#: 6952. 

Purchased from Norm Pullen 



2450 1863 Breen-5469. AU-55 (NGC). The champagne-gray surfaces 
retain ample evidence of both a satiny finish and a razor sharp strike. 
The obverse is a bit more extensively patinated than the reverse, but 
both sides are free of all but a few moderate size abrasions in the 
fields. The 1863 (27,200 pieces produced) is similar in overall rarity 
to the 1862, particularly at the circulated levels of preservation. 

PCGS#: 6953. 

Purchasedfrom Summit Rare Coins in 1991 


2451 1864 Breen-5470. AU-58 (NGC). This frosty textured example 
is mostly lustrous with warm, dominant, lavender-gray toning. 
Lovely, well blended, apricot-gold, lavender, and champagne-red 
undertones are evident as the surface dip into a light. This sharply 
struck, not overly abraded example is a conditionally scarce survivor 
of this, yet another challenging Civil War era Dollar issue. 

PCGS#: 6954. 

Purchased from Eddie Randell 


2452 1865 Breen-5471. MS-60 (NGC). The 1865 (46,500 pieces pro¬ 
duced) has a higher original mintage than the 1864, yet it is the 
scarcer of the two dates in todays market. In fact, the 1865 is one of 
the rarest Silver Dollars from the 1860s, particularly in Mint State. 
This richly toned example is overlaid in even dove-gray shades. 
There are hardly any outwardly noticeable abrasions, but somewhat 
subdued luster seems to preclude a higher grade. Sharply struck 
throughout, and a find for the advanced specialist. 

NGC Census: 1; 17 finer. (There is a concentration of 12 “coins” at the MS-64 PCGS 
level with none finer, and we find it difficult to believe that that total does not include 
resubmissions of the same pieces in an effort to secure an elusive Gem designation.) 
PCGS#: 6955. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman on June 27, 1990 
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2453 1866 Breen-5476. Motto. AU-58 (NGC). This is the first year 
of issue for the new design type with the addition of the motto IN 
GOD WE TRUST on the reverse. As such, the small number of sur¬ 
vivors today must be distributed among both date collectors and 
type collectors. This additional demand creates the appearance that 
examples are even rarer than they actually are, and these are not 
common in the first place. Today, we would not be surprised to learn 
that no more than 200 examples of this issue survive in all grades. 

Partial mint luster peers through rich olive-gold toning with a 
satiny texture. All devices are at least bold in striking detail, if not 
sharp, and there are no individually mentionable circulation marks. 

PCGS#: 6959. 

Ex: The Frederick B. Taylor Collection (Bowers and Merena), Lot 3285 

2454 1867 Breen-5478. Blundered Date. AU-58 (NGC). Although not 
widely recognized as such, the 1867, in our opinion, is the rarest Motto 
Seated Dollar of the 1860s. This is a date that we seldom handle at any 
level of business strike preservation, particularly in problem-free Choice 
AU. Satiny in finish with little of the luster lost to circulation, both 
sides also retain ample evidence of an overall sharp strike. The other¬ 
wise silver-gray patina deepens in hue ever-so-slightly at the borders. 
The surfaces appear smooth enough that, were there no rub, this coin 
would probably secure at least an MS-62 designation. We cannot over¬ 
state the importance of this lot to Seated Dollar date collectors. 

This is an interesting blundered date variety. Apparently, this die was first impressed 

with a date logotype for the 1867 Half Dollar, which was partially effaced before the 

proper logotype was entered. This die was used to strike proofs of this date as well as 

an unknown, although seemingly limited number of business strikes. 

PCGS#: 6960. 

Purchased from Summit Rare Coins on January 4, 1992 

2455 1868 Breen-5479. AU-58 (PCGS). Evenly patinated in silver- 
lilac hues, this partially lustrous example is overall sharp in strike 
with very little wear in evidence. Minimally abraded for a near-Mint 
Dollar of this type with pleasing eye appeal. Our experience suggests 
that the business strike 1868 is easier to locate than the 1866 Motto 
and 1867, but scarcer than the 1869. Regardless, this issue is rare 
when viewed from a market availability standpoint with most date 
collectors having no choice but to settle for one of the extant proofs. 

PCGS#: 6961. 

Purchased from Norm Pullen in 1989 

2456 1869 Breen-5481. AU-58 (NGC). This richly toned example is 
100% original, dominant lavender-gray toning assuming an irides¬ 
cent olive cast around most of the devices. The overall satiny finish 
is readily evident at direct angles, as are very modest hints of bright¬ 
ness in the fields. This sharply struck example is a conditionally 
scarce representative of Seated Dollar coinage from the latter half of 
the 1860s. 

PCGS#: 6962. 

Ex: Harmer Rooke Numismatists Ltd., Lot 666 


2457 1870 Breen-5482. MS-61 (NGC). Golden tinged iridescence 
blankets fully lustrous, softly frosted surfaces. The otherwise sharp 
impression wanes only slightly over one or two isolated features, and 
both sides are uncommonly distraction-free for the BU grade level. 
An as produced grease streak is noted on the reverse at the final A in 
AMERICA. The 1870 (415,000 pieces produced) is the scarcest P- 
mint Seated Dollar of this decade after the final-year 1873. It is, 
however, more obtainable than the Motto issues of the 1860s with a 
not insignificant number of examples emerging from Treasury 
Department holdings in the years from 1962 through 1964. 

PCGS#: 6963. 

Ex: The St. Johns Abbey Collection (Harmer Rooke Numismatists Ltd., 

November 13, 1986), Lot 1000 



2458 1870-CC Breen-5486. AU-58 (PCGS). The first coins struck in 
the Carson City Mint were Silver Dollars of the Seated Liberty 
design. The total mintage for the ‘70-CC is just 11,758 pieces, 
enough examples of which were saved as the first of their kind to 
make this issue the most plentiful CC-mint Seated Dollar in todays 
hobby. Still, interested bidders typically face considerable competi¬ 
tion when attractive About Uncirculated coins such as the present 
piece appear at auction. The otherwise charcoal-gray toning scheme 
assumes a more vivid, golden-blue appearance at direct angles. Just a 
few scattered abrasions are noted, and the devices are minimally 
rubbed with pleasingly sharp definition. The first of four desirable 
Carson City Seated Dollars in this collection, and a coin that is sure 
to excite type as well as date collectors. 

Struck from die marriage 2-C as described in Bowers’ 1993 book Silver Dollars and 

Trade Dollars of the United States: A Complete Encyclopedia. The reverse die of this 

variety was also used to deliver all 1872-CC Dollars. 

PCGS#: 6964. 

Purchased from Alpine Numismatics on August 21, 2001 

2459 1871 Breen-5487. AU-55 (NGC). This Choice AU type candi¬ 
date is mostly lustrous with a warmly patinated, golden-gray sheen. 
The overall sharp strike is free of criticism, and the surfaces are rela¬ 
tively well preserved despite light highpoint rub and a few scattered 
abrasions. 

PCGS#: 6966. 

Ex: Stack’s, June 20 - 21, 1985, Lot 515 
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High Grade 1871-CC 
Seated Dollar 

A Rare Issue With Just 
1,376 Pieces Produced 



2460 1871-CC Breen-5489. AU-55 (NGC). Second year for Silver 
Dollar production in Carson City, and a very elusive issue with just 
1,376 pieces originally produced. The 1871-CC actually boasts the 
lowest mintage of the four CC-mint issues in the Seated Dollar 
series, and it is the second rarest after the final-year 1873-CC. Most, 
if not all 1871-CC were distributed domestically and circulated on 
the frontier. Since there was little interest in collecting branch mint 
coinage at the time, few of these coins were retrieved before seeing 
heavy, if not terminal circulation. Today, estimates on the number 
of survivors range from fewer than 50 pieces to upward of 175-200 
coins. 

Silver-gray patina envelops both sides with slightly deeper dove- 
gray shadings outlining the devices and drifting toward the rims. 
This is an obviously well struck coin with impressively sharp defi¬ 
nition throughout. Not overly abraded for the grade, yet possessed 
of a shallow scrape in the obverse field between stars 5-6 that should 
be important for pedigree purposes. Very few extant ‘71-CC 
Dollars qualify for an AU rating from the major grading services, 
with -uch examples being among the highlights of all auctions in 
which they appear. 

All 1871-CC Dollars were struck from Reverse B of the 1870-CC delivery. 

NGC Census: 3: 5 finer. (PCGS reports six coins in AU-55 with four finer.) 

PCGS#: 6967. 

Ex: The March Sale (Stack’s, March 21 - 22, 1984), Lot 1023 


Lustrous and Rare 1872-CC 
Silver Dollar 

Impressive AU-58 NGC Quality 



2462 1872-CC Breen-5493. AU-58 (NGC). The 1872-CC (3,150 
pieces produced) is the second most common CC-mint Seated 
Dollar, but it is significantly more difficult (and costly) to acquire 
than the 1870-CC. Many of the 150-200 pieces believed extant 
are in low grades such as Good, VG, and Fine. At the near-Mint 
level, the ‘72-CC is a major rarity with just 13 AU-58 examples 
known to NGC and PCGS. Both sides of this particular repre¬ 
sentative are modestly semi-prooflike in finish with appreciable 
brightness in the fields. There is no toning save for delicate cham¬ 
pagne-silver iridescence at the denticles, and none of the devices 
exhibit bothersome lack of definition. Moderately abraded, as 
befits a lightly circulated survivors of this frontier era delivery. 

A single die marriage is known for the 1872-CC, the reverse of which is die C of 
the 1870-CC delivery. 

PCGS#: 6969. 

Ex: The L.R. French, Jr. Family Collection of U.S. Silver Dollars 
(Stack's, January 18, 1989), Lot 61 


2461 1872 Breen-5490. AU-55 (NGC). Both sides are originally pre¬ 
served, but the obverse is more richly patinated in blue-gray and 
orange-gold patina. The reverse is overlaid in softer champagne-sil¬ 
ver iridescence. Plenty of satiny luster and bold-to-sharp striking 
definition is seen. Like the 1871, the 1872 is a common Motto 
Seated Dollar that is always in demand for circulated and Mint State 
type purposes. 

PCGS#: 6968. 

Ex: Harmer Rooke Numismatists Ltd., Lot 635 
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Important 1872-S Seated Dollar 
Mint State 



2463 1872-S Breen-5492. MS-62 (NGC). The only collectible S- 
mint issue of the 1866-1873 Motto Seated Dollar series, the 
1872-S is still an elusive issue with just 9,000 pieces produced. 
Bowers (1993) opines that these coins were retained in federal 
holding until the suspension of specie payments was lifted in 
1876. The finest grade among survivors that most collectors can 
reasonably hope to obtain is Choice AU. In Mint State, the ‘72-S 
is one of the rarest of all Seated Dollars with only 17 so graded 
coins at the two major grading services 

Shimmering with satin luster, both sides are drenched in orig¬ 
inal toning. The otherwise golden-gray sheen lightens a bit to 
apricot-gray hues on the reverse. All features are crisply impressed, 
and the uncommonly smooth (for the grade) surfaces do not even 
reveal a worthwhile pedigree marker. 

PCGS#: 6970. 

Ex: The March Sale (Stack’s, March 16 -18, 1983), Lot 984 



2464 1873 Breen-5494. MS-63 (NGC). Due to meltings in the Mint, 
the 1873 (293,000 pieces produced) is a surprisingly difficult issue 
to locate in all grades. This satiny, golden toned representative is 
uncommonly distraction-free with the look of a finer grade. Sharply 
struck up over all features, and worthy of a solid bid. 

PCGS#: 6971. 

Purchased from Delaware Valley Rare Coins on July 7, 2000 


Final-Year 1873-CC 
Seated Dollar 

A Noteworthy Rarity in All Grades 



2465 1873-CC Breen-5495. Seated. AU-50 (PCGS). An issue that 
is the province of only the most advanced Seated Dollar and 
Carson City Mint specialists, the ‘73-CC Dollar was produced to 
the extent of just 2,300 pieces. Many examples (Bowers suggests 
1,300) never reached the avenues of commerce and were, instead, 
melted to provide bullion for the 1873-CC Trade Dollar delivery. 
A rare and infrequently offered AU survivor, both sides are toned 
in rich steel-gray patina that lightens a bit in the more protected 
areas around the devices. Remnants of a satiny finish are seen at 
direct angles, but neither side reveals any outwardly detracting 
abrasions. Well struck with bold, if not sharp definition in virtu¬ 
ally all areas. An important offering, and perhaps one of just 40- 
60 examples of this final-year issue believed extant in all grades. 
The 1873-CC was struck from a single die marriage, the reverse of which is that 
which Bowers’ designates as D for the 1870-CC delivery. 

PCGS Population: 8; 11 finer, all but two of which grade AU-53 through AU-58. 
PCGS#: 6972. 

Ex: 10th Anniversary Sale (Abner Kreisberg, Elans M.F. Schulman, 
April 6-8, 1967), Lot 1259. U.S. Gold, Silver & Copper Coins 
Auction (Stack’s, March 17- 18, 1987), Lot 1211 
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